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In my other collection ( http://www.jwstudies.com/Christ_is_Coming_Very_Soon.pdf), |
show that throughout the 19th Century, people excitedly believed in the imminent
physical return to Earth of Jesus Christ. Each Advent group proposed its date for that
Promised Event, and each was intensely disappointed when its selected date passed
without the anticipated event taking place.

This should provide a salutary lesson for current date-setting Adventist groups and
individuals. Those people of the 19th century were just as convinced and were to every
degree as passionate as any modernday counterpart.

This collection of pages, readily accessible through the Internet, are from books at the
time of one 19th century date -setting predictor, William Miller. He and his immediate
predecessor, John Aquila Brown, stand in a long line of people who had made the same
mistake of setting dates. These had all been wrong, just as surely as their successors.

William Miller is notable for the number of movements he spawned, several surviving
today. Indeed, this collection starts with a noted early voice of the Seventh -day
Adventist Church, Joseph Bates. Leaders of other consequential movements, including
Nelson Barbour and his protégé, CharlesTaze Russell, acknowledged their debt to
William Miller, although | have not cited them in this collection. Interestingly, each of
these groups i the SDAs (with 1844) and the JWs (with 1874) 1 rationalised its
disappointment by saying that the date was correct but the anticipated event was not
visible to the human eye.

Rather than provide the material in chronological order of the publication date, |
arranged the material logically, starting with a description of William Miller.

At times | include the Contents Listing for the book being cited. This provides a guide to
further reading that can be accessed through the Internet.

Since | have provided only a selection of pages, read the page numbers carefully, in
order to recognise where pages have been omitted.

I hope these pages illustrate the folly of pursuing the rationale Miller employed, such as
using contemporary events to help interpret the Bible, as well as the folly of setting
dates for activities of the Divine.

Hopefully this material conveys the sense of anxiety and urgency generated by those
date-setting Adventists as well the reasoning they put forth, along with the
corresponding urgency displayed by those who did not hold those views.

Doug
Melbourne
February 2010
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bition of the falling stars, were now relating what
they had witnessed, as were also the newspapers of
the times.

I will here give a few extracts. First from the
“ New York Journal of Commerce,”” November 15,
1833 : Henry Dana Ward, in closing up his ac-
count of this thrilling scene (which has been so
often republished), says:

““We agked the watchman how long this had been. He
said, ‘ About four o'clock it was the thickest.” We gazed
until the rising sun put out the lesser falling stars with the
lesser fixed stars, and until the morning star stood alone in
the east, to introduce the bright orb of day. And here take
the remark of one of my friends in mercantile life, who is as
well informed in polite learning as most intelligent merchants
of our ecity, who have not made science their study. Sitting
down to breakfast, we spoke of the scene, and he said, ‘I kept
my eyes fixed on the morning star. 1 thought while that
stood firm we were safe; but I feared every moment that it
would go and all would go with it.” The reader will see that
this remark proceeded from an almost irresistible impression
of an intelligent eye-witness, that the firmament had given
way, that the whole host of stars had broken up, yet hope
clung to the morning star, which never shone more glorious.”

In a subsequent statement, he adds:

“The dawn was a full hour, that morning, earlier than
usual, and the whole eastern sky was transparent like molten
glass, so a8 I never witnessed before nor since. An open arch
of brilliant light arose from the east, above which arch stood
the morning star, inexpressibly glorious for its brilliance and
firmness on the face of the dark, transparent, and bursting
firmament.”

From the ‘¢ Baltimore Patriot:"

“Mr. Muxror: Being up this morning (November 13,
1883), I witnessed one of the most grand and alarming spec-
tacles which ever beamed upon the eye of man. The ljght in
my room was 80 great, that I could see the hour of the morn-
ing by my watch which hung over my mantel, and supposing
there was a fire near at hand, probably on my own premises,
I eprung to the window, and hehﬂld the staras or some other
bodiea presenting a fiery appearance, were descending in tor-
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rents as rapid and as numerous as I ever saw flakes of snow, or
drops of rain, in the midat of & storm."

From the * Christian Advocate and Journal,”
December 13, 1833 :

“¢ The meteoric phenomenon, which occurred on the morn-
ing of the 18th of November last, was of go extraordinary and
interesting a character as to be entitled to more than a pass-
ing notice. The lively and graphic descriptions which have
appeared in various public journals, do not exceed the reality,

o language indeed can come up to the splendor of that mag-
nificent display. I hesitate not to say, that no one who did
not witness it can form an adequate conception of its glory.
It seemed as if the whole starry heavens had congregated at
one point, near the zenith, and were simultaneously shooting
forth, with the veloeity of lightning, to every part of the hori-
zon; and yet they were not exhausted—thousands swiftly
followed in the tracks of thousands, as if created for the occa-
gion, and illuminated the firmament with lines of irradiating
“Ehtu"

The “ Commercial Observer,” of Nov. 25, 1833,
copied from the “ Old Countryman,” reads as fol-
lows:

“We pronounce the raining of fire, which we saw on Wed-
nesday morning last, an awful type, s sure forerunner, a
merciful aign, of that great day, which the inhabitanta of the
earth will witness when the gixth seal will be opened. The
time is just at hand, described, not only in the New Testa-
ment, but in the Old. A more correct picture of a fig-tree
oasting its leaves (or green fige), when blown by a mighty
wind, it is not possible to behold.”

Extracts from the “People’s Magazine,” Boston,
Jan., 1834, on the falling stars of Nov. 13, 1833 :

¢ The Rockingham [Va.] ‘Register' " calls it a *“ rain of
fire "—**thousands of stars being seen at once.” BSome eaid,
¢t It began with a considerable noise.”

The Lancaster [Pa.] “Examiner” aaﬁ:

¢ The air was filled with innumerable meteors or stars. . .
. . Hundreds of thousands of brilliant bodies might be seen
falling at every moment, . . . . sloping their descent toward
the earth, at an angle of about forty-five degrees, resembling
flashes of fire.”
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worm two or three seasons on a small scale, w
satisfied me that by attention and care the
could be made profitable. Many that
the business about the time I did, gl«6 entered into
the  speculation and excitemept“about raising the
Chinese multicaulis tree for“sale, which enriched
some, disappointed mapy; and caused a failure, be-
cause silk-culture could not be made a money-mak-
ing business in i€ infancy. I was endeavoring to
raise my treed first, before entering upon the busi-
ad many trees which had begun to bear
and my third orchard in a thriving condition,
signing, if I lived, to attend to that business only.

In the fall of 1839, while engaged in my orchard,
one Eld. R., an acquaintance of mine, and a preacher
in the Christian connection, called upon me and in-
quired if I would like to go to New Bedford, about
two miles distant, that evening, and hear him preach
on the sEcoND coMiNG oF CarisT. I asked Eld.
R. if he thought he could show or prove anything
about the Saviour's coming. He answered that he
thought he could. He stated that the North Chris-
tian meeting-house in New Bedford was offered
~ him to give a course of five lectures on that subject.
I promised to go with him, but I was very much
surprised to learn that any one could show anything
about the time of the Saviour’s second c¢oming.

A little previous to this, while spending an even-
ing in a social company of friends, Eld. H. stated
that he had heard that there was a Mr. Miller
?:gaghing in the State of New York that the Lord

esus Christ was coming in about 1843. I believe
this was the first time I had ever heard the subject
mentioned. It appeared so impossible, that I at-
tempted to raise an objection, but was told that he
brought a great deal of Seripture to prove it. But
when I heard Eld. R. present the Scripture testi-
mony on the subject in his first lecture, I was deeply
interested, as was also my companion. After meet-
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ing, we had ridden some distance toward home, ab-
sorbed in this important subject, when I broke the
silence by “ That s H'w truth I’ My com-
anion repheglrl “ Dh you are so sanguine always!”
f argued that Eld. R. hﬂ.d made it very clear to my
mind, but we wounld hear further. %he meehng
mntmued with crowded ﬂnnﬁregatinns and increas-
ing interest to the close, and I felt that my mind
was much enlightened on this important subject.

I now obtained Wm. Miller’s book of nineteen
lectures, which I read with deep interest, especiall
his argument on the prophetic ferinds of Daniel's
vision, which heretofore, when, 1 read the Bible in
course, appeared to me 8o intricate, and led me to
wonder what importance there could be attached to
those days connected with his pictorial propheey of
chapters vii and viii. But I now began to learn
that those days were so many years, and those
years were now to close in about 1843, at which

period of time, according to Mr. Miller’s view of the

prﬂEhemen, Christ would personally appear the sec-

With my limited views of the subject of the sec-
ond advent, I saw that if Mr. Miller was correct
respecting the soon coming of the Saviour, then the
most important point in his theory was to learn
WHERE to commence Daniel’s prophetic periods,
and trace them to their termination. The first is-
AL t form by Mr. Miller is dated 1832.
Some say his first lecture on the second coming of
Christ was delivered in August, 1833, His
lectures in Boston, Mass., in the Chardon-street and
Marlborough chapels, were in the winter of 1840,
This opened the way for Eld. Joshua V. Himes, of
Boston, to issue, as editor, the first periodical, or
newspaper, published on the second advent of our
Lord and Savionr Jesus Christ, called the * Signs
of the Times,” in Boston, Mass., March, 1840.

As Eld. J. V. Himes was as destitute of means as
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any other minister who at that time boldly preached
and advocated the necessity of moral reform, and
was expressing an anxious desire to get up a paper
on the subject of the second advent, an aged sea-
captain from the State of Maine, being present,
handed him a silver dollar. “ With this one dol-
lar,” said Eld. Himes, “ we commenced to publish
the ¢Signs of the Times.””

To give some idea of the effect of Mr. Miller's
reaching on the second coming of Christ, in New
%n gland, I will here give some extracts from letters
published in the ‘* Signs of the Times,” April 15,
1840. The first is from the pen of Eld. D. ﬁﬂln.rd,
Portsmouth, N. H. He writes:

“ (On the 23d of January, Bro. Miller eame into town and
commenced a course of lectures in the chapel, on the second
coming of Christ. During the nine days he remained, crowds
flocked to hear him. DBefore he concluded his lectures a
large number of anxious souls came forward for prayers.
Our meetings continued every day and evening for a length
of time after he left. Such an intense state of feeling as now
pervaded our congregation we never witnessed before in any
place. Not unfrequently from sixty to eighty would come
forward for prayers in the evening. BSuch an awful spirit of
solemnity seemed to settle down on the place, that hard
must have been the sinner’s heart that could withstand it.
All was order and solemniiy. Generally, as soon as souls
were delivered they were ready to proclaim it, and exhort
their friends im the most moving language to come to the
fountain of life. Our meetings thus continued on evenings
for six weeks. For weeks together the ringing of bells for
daily meetings rendered our town like a continual Babbath.
Indeed, such a season of revival was never before witneased
in Portsmouth by the oldest inhabitants. It would be diffi-
cult at present to ascertain the number of conversions in
town. [t is variously estimated at from 500 to 700. Never,
while I linger on the shores of mortality, do I expect to en-
joy more of Heaven than we have in some of our late meet-
ings, and on baptizing occasions. At the water-side thom-
sands would gather to witness this solemn institution, and
many would return from the place weeping.”
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Another letter is from Eld. L. D. Fleming, of
Portsmouth, N. H. He says:

¢« Things here are moving powerfully. Last evening about
200 came forward for prayers, and the interest seems con-
stantly increasing. The whole city seems to be agitated.
Bro. Miller's lectures have not the least effect to affright;
they are far from it. The great alarm is among those that
did not come near. But those who candidly heard are far
from excitement and alarm. The interest awakened by the
lectures is of the most deliberate kigd, and though it is the
greatest revival I ever saw, yet there is the least passionate
excitement, It seems to take the greatest hold on the male
part of the community. What produces the effect is this:
Bro. Miller simply takes the aword of the Spirit, unsheathed
and naked, and lays its sharp edge on the naked heart, and
it cuts—that's all. Before the edge of this mighty weapon,
infidelity falls and Universalism withers; false foundations
vanish, and Babel’s merchants wonder. It seems to me that
this must be a little the nearest like apostolic revivals of any-
thing modern times have witnessed.”

April 6 he writes again:

 There has probably never been so much religious inter-
est among the inhabitants of this place generally, as at prea-
ent; and Mr. Miller must be regarded directly as the instru-
ment, although no doubt many will deny it, as some are ve
unwilling to admit that & good work of God can follow his
labors; and yet we have the moat indubitable evidence that
this is the work of the Lord. At some of our meetings since
Bro. M. left, as many a8 250, it has been estimated, have ex-
pressed a desire for religion by coming forward for prayers,
and probably between one and two hundred have professed
conversion at our meetings. And now the fire is being kin-
dled through the whole city, and all the adjacent country.
A number of rumesellers have turned their shops into meeting-
rooms, and those places that were once devoted to intemper-
ance and revelry, are now devoted to prayerand praise. Infi-
dels, Deists, Universalists, and the most abandoned profligates,
have been converted. Prayer-meetings have been established
in every part of the city by the different denominations, or
by individusals, and at almost every hour. I was conducted
to a room over one of the banks, where I found from thirty
to forty men of different denominations engaged with one ac-
cord in prayer st eleven o'clock in the daytime! In short,
it would be almost impossible to give an adequate idea of the
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interest now felt in this city. One of the principal booksell-
ers informed me that he had sold more Bibles in one month,
since Bro. Miller came here, than he had in any four months
previous.”

WHAT WAS SAID OF MR. MILLER AND HIS DOCTRINE
BY OTHERS.

H. Hawley, writing from Groton, Mass., to Eld.
Himes, April 10, 1840, said:

“ During an interview 1 had with you a few days since,
you requested me to give a statement of the results, so far
a8 I had witnessed them, of Mr. Miller's lectures in this vi-
cinity. Before complying with your request, I beg leave to
pay, that I am not a believer in the theory of Mr. Miller.
But I am decidedly in favor of the discussion of the subject.
I believe that Mr. Miller's lectures are so fraught with goa-
pel truth that, whatever may be his error in regard to the
time of our Lord’s appearing, he will do great good. I re-
joice that there is a subject being discussed in the commu-
nity so happily adapted to wake up the public mind to the
great things of religion, and to check the growing worldli-
ness and sensuality of the present age. Mr. Miller has lec-
tured in this and other adjoining towns, with marked suc-
cess, by precious revivals of religion in all of these places.
I am bold to declare that I see nothing in the theory at all
calculated to make men immoral; but I do believe it will
have the opposite effect. Facta speak too plainly on this sub-
ject not to be credited.”

From the Maine “Wesleyan Journal” of May,
1840:

¢« Mr. Miller has been in Portland, lecturing to erowded
houses in Casco-street church, on his favorite theme, the end
of the world. As faithful chroniclers of passing events, it
will be expected of us that we say something of the man and
his peculiar views.

¢« Mr. Miller is about sixty years of age; a plain farmer,
from Hampton, in the State of New York. He is 2 member
of the Baptist church in that place, from which he brings
satisfactory testimonials of good standing, and license to im-
prove publicly. He has, we understand, numerous testimo-
nials from clergymen of different dannmnntmnu, favorable
to his general character. We should think him a man of but
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sommon-school education; evidently possessing strong pow-
ers of mind, which, for about fourteen years, have been al-
most exclusively bent on the investigation of Beripture
prophecy. The last eight years of his life have been devoted
to lecturing on this favorite subject. Mr. Miller's theory is,
that in 1848 Christ will make his personal appearance on
earth. In a very ingenious manner he brings all the mystic
numbers in the Beripture prophecy to bear upon the impor-
tant epoch of 1843. First, he makes the 2300 days (or years)
of Dan. viii, 14, to commence at the same time as the seventy
weeks (or 490 years), which latter period terminated in the
cutting off of the Messiah, A, . 88, The former period,
then, extends 1810 years longer, or till 1848, when the end
will come.

# Mr, Miller is a great stickler for literal interpretation,
never admitting the figurative unless absolutely required to
make correct sense, or meet the event which is intended to
be pointed out. He doubtless believes, most unwaveringly,
all he teaches to others. His lectures are interapersed with
powerful admonitions to the wicked, and he handles Univer-
salism with gloves of steel.”

. @hapter Tooenty-Thoo.

First Call for a Conference to Discuss the Subject of
the Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ— Con-
vened in Boston, Mass.— Conference Address sent
Jorth to the World— Diving Bell—Gathering Stones
Jrom the Bottom of the Sea—First Second-Advent
Conference— Wm. Miller's Lectures in Fairhaven,
Mass.—Also in New Bedford—Address to Ministers
— Ministers’ Meeting— Antiochus Epiphanes— T hir-
ty-two Square Rods for Every Person— Second Sec-
ond-Advent Conference.

‘Tz “Signs of the Times,” of Boston, Mass.,
Sept. 1 and 15, 1840, published a call for a General
Conference on the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,

saying :
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 The undersigned, believera in the second eoming and
kingdom of the Messiah at hand, cordially unite in the call
for a General Conference of our brethren of the United States,
and elsewhere, who are also looking for the advent near, to
meet at Boston, Mass., Wednesday, October 14, 1840, at ten
o’clock, A. M., to continue two days, or as long as may then
be found best. The object of the Conference will not be to
form a new organization in the faith of Christ, nor to assail
others of our brethren who differ with us in regard to the
period and manner of the advent, but to discuss the whole
subject faithfully and fairly, in the exercise of that spirit of
Christ, in which it will be safe to meet him immediately at
the Judgment seat.

WiLniam MILLER, Davip MiLLamp,
Hexry Daxa Warb, L. D. FLEMING,
HeNxBY JONES, JosEPH Batks,
HexNrY PLUMER, "Cuas. F. STEVENS,
JouxN TruaRm, P. R. RussELL,
Josiam LitcH, Isaram SEavy,
JosHUA P. ATWOOD, Timoruy CoLm,
DaNiEL MERRILL, J. V. Himes.

¢¢ We have received other names, but too late for insertion.
No person will be expected to take any active part in the
Conference, except he confesses his faith in the near approach
. of our Lord in his kingdom ; nor will any one be expected to
take a part in the discussions until he has been introduced to
the committee of arrangements, and has made known to them
the part or point he is prepared to discuss.” -

In accordance with the call, the General Con-
ference convened in Chardon-Street Chapel, Bos-
ton, Mass., October 14, 1840, and continued two
days with increasing interest ; at the close of which
the communion of the Lord’s supper was adminis-
tered to about two hundred communicants of dif-
ferent denominations. Many of them were from
remote distances. The meeting closed by singing
the hymn beginning,

¢ When thou, my righteous Judge, shalt come.”

The Spirit of the Lord had pervaded the meet-
ing from its commencement, but now it seemed to
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Chapter Thoenty- Four,

Opposition to the Proclamation of the Second Advent
of the Saviour—Mr. Miller’s Statement of Facts,
from his “ Apology and Defense”—T he singular
Manner tn which he was Called out to Proclaim the

Advent Doctrine—Signs and Wonders in the Heav-

ena.

AsSecond-advent Conferences, prayer-meetings,
and social occasions were multiplying in various %—
rections in the land, so in like manner opposition
arose. Presidents and Professors of theological
seminaries, learned and unlearned, ministers and
laymen, religious and pelitical newspapers, and
prejudiced individuals, labored hard, by fair means
and foul, to disprove what they called Miller’s
doctrine. Many of them assailed his character,
and denounced him in most violent terms. That
they were unacquainted with his reputation, and
also the work in which he was engaged, will be"
manifestly evident from the following extracts
from his Apology and Defense. .

He dates his comversion from A. . 1816, and
BaYS :

“1 was constrained to admit that the Beriptures must be
a revelation from God; they became my delight, and in Jesus
I found & friend. I then devoted mgaelf to prayer and read-
ing of the word. . . . I commenced with Genesis, and read
verse by verse, proceeding no faster than the meaning of the
several passages should be so unfolded as to leave me free
from embarrassment respecting any mysticism or contradie-
tions. Whenever I found anything obacure, my practice was
to compare it with all collateral passages; and by the help
of Cruden, I examined all the texts of Scripture in which
were found any of the prominent words contained in any ob-

14
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pcure portion. Thenm by letling every word have its proper
bearing on the subject of the text, if my view of it harmonized
with every collateral passage in the Bible, it ceased to be &
difficulty. In thisway I pursued the study of the Bible, in
my first perusal of it, for about two years, and was fully #t-
isfied that it is its own interpreter.

“] was thus brought in 1818, at the close of my iwo years’
study of the Beriptures, to the solemn conclugion that in about
twenty-five years from that time all the affairs of our present
state would be wound up. . . . With the solemn conviction
that such momentous events were predicted in the Seriptures
to be fulfilled in so short a space of time, the question came
home to me with mighty power, regarding my duty to the
world in view of the evidence that had affected my own mind.
If the end was 80 near, it was important that the world should
know it. . . . Various difficulties and objections would arise
in my mind from time to time. . . . In this way I was occu-
pied for five years—from 1818 to 1828,

“I continued to study the Bcriptures, and was more and
more convinced that I had a personal duty to perform re-
specting the matter. When I was about my business, it was
continually rmgmi in my ears, ““Go and tell the world of
their danger.’ is text was constantly oecurring to me:
Eze. xxxiii, 8, 9. '

«1 did all T could to avoid the conviction that anything
was required of me; and I thought that by freely s i
of it to all, I should perform my duty, and that God wounld
raise up the necessary instrumentslity for the accomplish-
ment of the work. I prayed that some minister might see
the truth, and devote himeelf to its promulgation; but still T
was impressed, < Go and tell it to the world ; their blood will
I require at thy hand.” . . . I tried to excuse myself to the

rg for not going out and proclaiming it to the world. I
told the Lord that I was not used to public speaking, that I
had not the necessary qualifications to ‘fu.in the attention of
an audience, that I was very diffident, and feared to go before
the world, that they would not believe me, nor hearken to my
voice, that I was slow of speech, and of a slow tongue. But
I could get no relief. In this way I struggled on for nine
years longer, pursuing the study of the Bible. . . . I was
then fifty years old, and it seemed impossible for me to sur-
mount the obstacles which lay in my path to successfully
present it in a public manner.

“One Saturdsy, after breakfast, in the summer of 1833, I
gat down at my desk to examine some point, and as I arose
to go out to work, it came home to me with more force than
ever, ‘Go and tell it to the world,’ The impression was so
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sudden, and it came with such force, that I settled down into
my chair, saying, ‘I can't go, Lord.” *Why not,’ seemed to
be the response; and then all my excuses came up, my want
of ability, &e. ; but my distress became so great, I entered
intp solemn covenant with God that if he would open the way
I would go and perform my duty to the world. ¢What do
you mean by opening the way?! seemed to come to me.
‘Why," said I, «if I should heve an invitation to apeak pub-
licly in any place, I will go and tell them what I find in the
Bible about the Lord’s coming.” Instantly all my burden was
gone, and I rejoiced that I should not probably be thus called
upon; for I had never had such an invitation: my trials
were not known, and I had but liitle expectation of being
invited to any field of labor.

“1n about half an hour from this time, before I had left
the room, a son of Mr. Guilford, of Dresden, about sixteen
miles from my residence, came in and said that his father
had sent for me, and wished me to come home with him. Sup-
posing that he wished to see me on some business, I asked

him what he wanted? He replied that there was to be no’

preaching in their church the next day, and his father wish-
ed to have me ¢ome and talk to the people on the subject of
the Lord's coming, I was immediately angry with myself
for having made the covenant I had; I rebelled at once
against the Lord, and determined not to go. I left the boy
without giving him any answer, and retired in great distress
to a grove near by. There I siruggled with the Lord for
about an hour, endeavoring to release myself from the cove-
nant I had made with him; but I could get no relief. It was
impressed upon my conscience, ‘ Will you make a covenant
with God, and break it 80 soon 7’ and the exceeding sinful-
ness of thus doing overwhelmed me. I finally submitted, and
promised the Lord that if he would sustain me I would go,
trusting in him to give me grace and ability to perform all he
should require of me. I returned tothe house and found the
boy still waiting; he remained until after dinner, and I re-
turned with him to Dresden.

““The next day, which, as nearly as I can remember, was
about the first Bunday in August, 1838, I delivered my first
public lecture on the second advent. The house was well
filled with an attentive audience. As soon ag I commenced
gpeaking, all my diffidence and embarrassment were gone,
and I felt impressed only with the greatness of the subject,
which, by the providence of God, I was enabled to present.
At the close of the services I was requested to remain and
lecture during the week, with which I complied. They flocked
in from the neighboring towns, a revival commenced, and it
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was said that in thirteen families all but twoe persons were
hopefully converted. On Monday following I returned home,
and found a letter from Eld. Fuller, of Poultney, Vermont,
requesting me to go and lecture there on the same subject.

“The most pressing invitations from the ministry and the
leading members of the churches, poured in continually from
that time during the whole period of my public labors, and
with more than one-half of which I was unable to comply. I
received s0 many urgent calls for information, and to vigit
places, with which I could not comply, that in 1884, I con-
cluded to publish my views in pamphlet form, which I did in
a little tract of sixty-four pages. The first assistance I re-
ceived from any source to defray my expenses, was two half
dollars, which I received in Canada, in 1835. The next as-
sistance I received, was the payment of my stage-fare to
Lansingburgh, in 1837. B8ince then I have never received
enough to pay my traveling expenses. I should not have
alluded to this, were it not for the extravagant stories which
have been circulated to my injury. ‘

““ From the commencement of that publication (‘Signs of
the Times,” in 1840) I was overwhelmed with invitations to
labor in various places, with which I complied as far as my
health and time would allow. I labored extensively in all
the New England and Middle States, in Ohio, Michigan,
Maryland, the District of Columbia, and in Canads East and
West, giving about four thousand lectures in something like
five hundred different towns.

“J should think that about two hundred ministers em-
braced my views, in all the different parts of the United
States and Canada, and that there have been about five hun-
dred public lecturers. In nearly a thousand places Advent
congregationg have been raised up, numbering, as near as I
can estimate, some fifty thousand believers. On recalling
to mind the several places of my labors, I can reckon up
about six thousand instances of conversion from nature’s dark-
ness to God’'s marvelous light, the reault of my personal labors
alone; and I should judge the number to be much greater.
Of this number, I can c¢all to mind about seven hundred who
were, previous to attending my lectures, infidels; and their
number may have been twice as great. Great results have
also followed from. the labors of my brethren, many of whom
I would like to mention here, if my limits would permit.”

From the foregoing statement of facts we learn,
first, how deeply Mr. Miller’s mind was impressed




Although this following book by William Miller is dated 1841 (an
identical edition of the book from the following year is also
available on the Internet), the book was written a few years
earlier.

These lectures were first given in 1833, and were first published
as a book in 1836 (page 263). Bates bought his copy in 1839.

On page 390, he explains that Lecture VIl was written 12 years
earlier, which would be in the 1920s.

Miller strongly promoted the prophetic period of 2300 years,
which is still the focus of the Seventh -day Adventists, and he
promoted with equal vigour the 2520 year period (provided to
him in the 1820s books of John Aquila Brown) which length is
still the focus of the Watchtower and Bible Society, founded by
CharlesTaze Russell.

| have included a picture of the chart used by William Miller,
sourced from the SDA book, 7he Midnight Cry by Francis D.
Nichol.

Doug
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