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In my other collection ( http://www.jwstudies.com/Christ_is_Coming_Very_Soon.pdf), |
show that throughout the 19th Century, people excitedly believed in the imminent
physical return to Earth of Jesus Christ. Each Advent group proposed its date for that
Promised Event, and each was intensely disappointed when its selected date passed
without the anticipated event taking place.

This should provide a salutary lesson for current date-setting Adventist groups and
individuals. Those people of the 19th century were just as convinced and were to every
degree as passionate as any modernday counterpart.

This collection of pages, readily accessible through the Internet, are from books at the
time of one 19th century date -setting predictor, William Miller. He and his immediate
predecessor, John Aquila Brown, stand in a long line of people who had made the same
mistake of setting dates. These had all been wrong, just as surely as their successors.

William Miller is notable for the number of movements he spawned, several surviving
today. Indeed, this collection starts with a noted early voice of the Seventh -day
Adventist Church, Joseph Bates. Leaders of other consequential movements, including
Nelson Barbour and his protégé, CharlesTaze Russell, acknowledged their debt to
William Miller, although | have not cited them in this collection. Interestingly, each of
these groups i the SDAs (with 1844) and the JWs (with 1874) 1 rationalised its
disappointment by saying that the date was correct but the anticipated event was not
visible to the human eye.

Rather than provide the material in chronological order of the publication date, |
arranged the material logically, starting with a description of William Miller.

At times | include the Contents Listing for the book being cited. This provides a guide to
further reading that can be accessed through the Internet.

Since | have provided only a selection of pages, read the page numbers carefully, in
order to recognise where pages have been omitted.

I hope these pages illustrate the folly of pursuing the rationale Miller employed, such as
using contemporary events to help interpret the Bible, as well as the folly of setting
dates for activities of the Divine.

Hopefully this material conveys the sense of anxiety and urgency generated by those
date-setting Adventists as well the reasoning they put forth, along with the
corresponding urgency displayed by those who did not hold those views.

Doug
Melbourne
February 2010
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bition of the falling stars, were now relating what
they had witnessed, as were also the newspapers of
the times.

I will here give a few extracts. First from the
“ New York Journal of Commerce,”” November 15,
1833 : Henry Dana Ward, in closing up his ac-
count of this thrilling scene (which has been so
often republished), says:

““We agked the watchman how long this had been. He
said, ‘ About four o'clock it was the thickest.” We gazed
until the rising sun put out the lesser falling stars with the
lesser fixed stars, and until the morning star stood alone in
the east, to introduce the bright orb of day. And here take
the remark of one of my friends in mercantile life, who is as
well informed in polite learning as most intelligent merchants
of our ecity, who have not made science their study. Sitting
down to breakfast, we spoke of the scene, and he said, ‘I kept
my eyes fixed on the morning star. 1 thought while that
stood firm we were safe; but I feared every moment that it
would go and all would go with it.” The reader will see that
this remark proceeded from an almost irresistible impression
of an intelligent eye-witness, that the firmament had given
way, that the whole host of stars had broken up, yet hope
clung to the morning star, which never shone more glorious.”

In a subsequent statement, he adds:

“The dawn was a full hour, that morning, earlier than
usual, and the whole eastern sky was transparent like molten
glass, so a8 I never witnessed before nor since. An open arch
of brilliant light arose from the east, above which arch stood
the morning star, inexpressibly glorious for its brilliance and
firmness on the face of the dark, transparent, and bursting
firmament.”

From the ‘¢ Baltimore Patriot:"

“Mr. Muxror: Being up this morning (November 13,
1883), I witnessed one of the most grand and alarming spec-
tacles which ever beamed upon the eye of man. The ljght in
my room was 80 great, that I could see the hour of the morn-
ing by my watch which hung over my mantel, and supposing
there was a fire near at hand, probably on my own premises,
I eprung to the window, and hehﬂld the staras or some other
bodiea presenting a fiery appearance, were descending in tor-




240 AUTOBIOGRAPHY

rents as rapid and as numerous as I ever saw flakes of snow, or
drops of rain, in the midat of & storm."

From the * Christian Advocate and Journal,”
December 13, 1833 :

“¢ The meteoric phenomenon, which occurred on the morn-
ing of the 18th of November last, was of go extraordinary and
interesting a character as to be entitled to more than a pass-
ing notice. The lively and graphic descriptions which have
appeared in various public journals, do not exceed the reality,

o language indeed can come up to the splendor of that mag-
nificent display. I hesitate not to say, that no one who did
not witness it can form an adequate conception of its glory.
It seemed as if the whole starry heavens had congregated at
one point, near the zenith, and were simultaneously shooting
forth, with the veloeity of lightning, to every part of the hori-
zon; and yet they were not exhausted—thousands swiftly
followed in the tracks of thousands, as if created for the occa-
gion, and illuminated the firmament with lines of irradiating
“Ehtu"

The “ Commercial Observer,” of Nov. 25, 1833,
copied from the “ Old Countryman,” reads as fol-
lows:

“We pronounce the raining of fire, which we saw on Wed-
nesday morning last, an awful type, s sure forerunner, a
merciful aign, of that great day, which the inhabitanta of the
earth will witness when the gixth seal will be opened. The
time is just at hand, described, not only in the New Testa-
ment, but in the Old. A more correct picture of a fig-tree
oasting its leaves (or green fige), when blown by a mighty
wind, it is not possible to behold.”

Extracts from the “People’s Magazine,” Boston,
Jan., 1834, on the falling stars of Nov. 13, 1833 :

¢ The Rockingham [Va.] ‘Register' " calls it a *“ rain of
fire "—**thousands of stars being seen at once.” BSome eaid,
¢t It began with a considerable noise.”

The Lancaster [Pa.] “Examiner” aaﬁ:

¢ The air was filled with innumerable meteors or stars. . .
. . Hundreds of thousands of brilliant bodies might be seen
falling at every moment, . . . . sloping their descent toward
the earth, at an angle of about forty-five degrees, resembling
flashes of fire.”







