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SCRIPTURALLY, A PERSON’S “NAME” IS THEIR VERY BEING 

For the writers of the Judaeo/Christian Scriptures, the term “name” has deep meaning. Even in 

today’s usage, although we commonly use names as handles that provide identification, the word 

“name” can have a wider meaning. It could mean “reputation”—good, bad, or otherwise. A person 

may have a “good name”
 
in the community. 

The ancients considered a person’s “name” even more profoundly. A person’s “name” was their very 

self, their total being (1 Sam. 25:25). The margins of Bibles often reveal the reason for a person’s 

given name or new name. So intimate was the person’s being to their name that when a radical change 

in a person’s character took place, so that they became a new person, they were given a new name. 

Examples include: Abraham (Gen. 17:5); Sarah (Gen. 17:15); Israel (Gen. 32:28); Joshua (Num. 

13:16); Jedidiah (2 Sam. 12:25); Mara (Ruth 1:20); and Peter (Mark 3:16). 

“THE SATAN” IN THE HEBREW BIBLE 

 

“Satan” appears in only three contexts in the Hebrew Bible: in Job and in 

Zechariah, where the satan is the prosecuting accuser in the Divine Court in 

heaven; and in Chronicles, where the blame for David’s census is laid on Satan. 

“Satan” with the definite article (“the”)—ha satan 

When the name “satan” appears in the Hebrew Bible with the definite article—”the” satan, ha-

satan—it means the role, function, and title
1
. The Satan is thus the position of the inspector, 

prosecutor, or the Accuser. It is not anyone’s personal name
2
. Zechariah and Job use the term ha-

satan, “the satan” with the definite article.  

Many standard translations of the Hebrew text of Job (starting at verse 6) get it wrong in presenting it 

as already portraying an angel named Satan.
3
 

The Hebrew’s Satan is not the Devil (though he was to become that later in Christian 

commentaries).
4
 

                                                      
1
 Birth of Satan, page 1 

2
 Who Is Satan?; also, Crucible of Faith, page 162 

3
 Satan, God’s Minister of Justice, Kindle Locations 335-339 (bold italic supplied for clarification) 



The names of Spirits 

2 

“Satan” without the definite article (“the”) 

When the Hebrew Bible uses “Satan” without the definite article (“the”), this does indicate a proper 

name. The Books of Chronicles were written during the 4th or 3rd centuries BCE, some 2 to 3 

centuries after the writing of Job and Zechariah. These earlier accounts presented an accusing “son of 

God” as “the” satan in the Council of Yahweh. But the later Hebrew text of Chronicles uses the term 

“satan” without the definite article. Satan has become the name of a particular spirit being. 

We observe the Chronicler’s use of the designation “Satan” minus the definite article 

(this is not hassatan, but Satan). For the first time in the canonical Hebrew Bible, 

“Satan” appears as a proper noun. … Satan—no longer God’s lackey as in the 

book of Job—stands alone in Chronicles, acting apart from the divine council.
5
 

 

THE GREEK SEPTUAGINT (LXX) TRANSLATED “SATAN” WITH 
THE PROPER NAME OF “DIABOLOS” (DEVIL) 

The Greek Septuagint (LXX) uses the definite article (“the”) to indicate a proper name. 

Both Hebrew and Greek have definite articles, but they mean the opposite thing. In 

Hebrew, “the satan” designates a common noun, “the adversary” in the sense of “an 

adversary.” … In Greek, on the contrary, a proper name is signalled by the presence 

of the definite article: “the diabolos” means either “the devil” (that is, “a devil”), or 

“Devil,” a proper name.
6
 

The Septuagint most strikingly interprets the satan of Job and the satan of Zechariah as one and the 

same angel whose actual name is Satan—translated with the Greek Diabolos; its English derivative 

is: “Devil”
7
. 

When the Greek-speaking Jews of Egypt translated the books of Job and Zechariah … 

they rendered the word with the common noun diabolos, “adversary,” but treated it as 

a proper name, Diabolos, that is, “Devil,” not “a devil.”
 8
. 

 
ὁ (ho diabolos), “the devil”; Job 1:6-9, Septuagint (LXX) 

Ho diabolos should not be rendered “the devil” or “the Devil,” but simply “Devil.”
9
 

                                                                                                                                                                     
4
 Archfiend in Art, page 19 (also Mask Without a Face) 

5
 Birth of Satan, pages 67-68 (bold supplied) 

6
 Satan: A Biography, pages 2-3 

7
 Satan, God’s Minister of Justice, Kindle Locations 325-328 

8
 Satan, God’s Minister of Justice, Kindle Locations 93-96 

9
 Satan, God’s Minister of Justice, Kindle Locations 331-335 
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During the 6th century BCE, Jeremiah had promised that Yahweh would 

restore his favoured people to the position they considered to be rightfully 

theirs. Instead, they remained subject to the mighty nations of Medo-

Persia and then Greece. 

The Hellenistic influence became so pervasive and influential that 

officially sanctioned translations of the Jews’ sacred texts were translated 

for Jews into Greek. 

 

SEVERAL PROPER NAMES WERE USED IN APOCRYPHAL WRITINGS 

Writings of the third to first centuries BCE, notably Enoch
10

 and Jubilees, employ several names for 

this personal, cosmic antagonist. 

By the time of the New Testament, especially in intertestamental and apocryphal 

works, a personal, cosmic antagonist to the creator deity is already loosely in place. 

Several names appear in the apocryphal works for this ill-defined and little-developed 

character or these characters (Azazel, Beelzebul, Beliar or Belial, Mastema, Sammael, 

Satan, Semjaza, etc.), a few of which are found in the New Testament.
11

 

 

                                                      
10

 Most scholars believe that the Book of Enoch is really five different books that were written in different time 

periods and redacted together by editors until it became its current version before A.D. 100. The five different 

“books” are subdivided with their approximate dates thus: 

1. The Book of the Watchers (Chapters 1–36) 3rd century B.C. 

2. The Book of Parables (37–71) 1st century B.C. 

3. The Book of Heavenly Luminaries (72–82) 3rd century B.C. 

4. The Book of Dream Visions (83–90) 2nd century B.C. 

5. The Book of the Epistle of Enoch (91–107) 2nd century B.C. 

(http://www.ancientpages.com/2017/10/27/mystery-of-the-watchers-and-book-of-enoch-fallen-angels-and-their-

secret-knowledge/ accessed 6 July 2018) 
11

 Role of the Devil in OE Literature, page 11. See also Birth of Satan, page 108 

http://www.ancientpages.com/2017/10/27/mystery-of-the-watchers-and-book-of-enoch-fallen-angels-and-their-secret-knowledge/
http://www.ancientpages.com/2017/10/27/mystery-of-the-watchers-and-book-of-enoch-fallen-angels-and-their-secret-knowledge/
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In the Book of Enoch, the leader of the disgraced angels is called Azazel, Semihazah (sometimes, 

Semyaza or Semjaza), and later, Satan
12

. By the time the final chapters were written in the first 

century BCE, the name “Satan”, rather than “Azazel”, had become the popular name of the Evil 

One
13

. 

In the Enoch material, it is Azazel (or Semihazah) who is the rebel leader. The author 

of Jubilees assigns this function to Mastema (or, on occasion, Beliar), the angel of 

adversity, who commands a legion of subordinate, demonic spirits.
14

 The name 

“Mastema” means “Animosity”.
15

  

Writing between 160 and 140 BCE, the author of The Book of Jubilees was troubled by the internal 

conflicts among various Jewish groups. According to Jubilees, these conflicts resulted from an evil 

being that the author calls: Mastema (“hatred”), Beliar (“without light”), and toward the end, Satan
16

. 

The final mention of Satan in Jubilees indicates that he had replaced Mastema as the embodiment of 

evil.
17

 

Satan is by no means the only name by which the adversary is known in Jewish and 

Christian literature, but of the various names and titles—Semihazah, Azazel, Belial, 

Lucifer, Sammael, Beelzebub, Apolyon, “god of this world,” “father of lies”—it was 

Satan, with its Greek equivalent, diabolos, which emerged dominant, either 

displacing the others entirely or demoting them to inferior beings.
18

 

Enoch’s and Jubilee’s evil “Watchers” 

Genesis 6:1-2 tells of “sons of God” choosing wives for themselves. At verse 3, Yahweh says that 

mortals will live for 120 years. Verse 4 states that “Nephilim” lived on earth during those days when 

the “sons of God went in to the daughters of humans, who bore children to them. These were the 

heroes that were of old, warriors of renown.” (NRSV) 

It is not stated that these “sons of God” were supernatural spirit beings. 

Genesis 6:2. the sons of God saw the daughters of men—By the former is meant 

the family of Seth, who were professedly religious; by the latter, the descendants of 

apostate Cain. Mixed marriages between parties of opposite principles and practice 

were necessarily sources of extensive corruption. The women, religious themselves, 

would as wives and mothers exert an influence fatal to the existence of religion in 

their household, and consequently the people of that later age sank to the lowest 

depravity.
19

  

Mixed marriages (verse 2): The sons of God (that is, the professors of religion, who 

were called by the name of the Lord, and called upon that name), married the 

daughters of men, that is, those that were profane, and strangers to God and godliness. 

The posterity of Seth did not keep by themselves, as they ought to have done, both for 

the preservation of their own purity and in detestation of the apostasy. They 

intermingled themselves with the excommunicated race of Cain: They took them 

wives of all that they chose. But what was amiss in these marriages? They chose only 

by the eye.
20

 

 

                                                      
12

 Birth of Satan, page 101 
13

 Birth of Satan, page 101 
14

 Birth of Satan, page 103 
15

 Satan: A Biography, page 38 
16

 Birth of Satan, page 102 
17

 Birth of Satan, pages 104, 105 
18

 Old Enemy, pages 4-5 
19

 https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/genesis/genesis-6.html (accessed 6 

July 2018) 
20

 https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-complete/genesis/6.html (accessed 6 July 

2018) 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/genesis/genesis-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-complete/genesis/6.html
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The “Nephilim” (mighty ones, giants) were renowned heroes, warriors. 

Genesis 6:4. giants—The term in Hebrew implies not so much the idea of great 

stature as of reckless ferocity, impious and daring characters, who spread devastation 

and carnage far and wide.
21

 

They were giants, and they were men of renown; they became too hard for all about 

them, and carried all before them. With their great bulk, as the sons of Anak (Num. 

13:33). With their great name, as the king of Assyria (Isa. 37:11). These made them 

the terror of the mighty in the land of the living; and, thus armed, they daringly 

insulted the rights of all their neighbours and trampled upon all that is just and 

sacred.
22

 

Nothing evil that involved supernatural spirit beings is portrayed. There is no description of a 

heavenly rebellion. Yet, postulating from this account at Genesis 6:1-4, the Book of Enoch and 

Jubilees produced accounts of evil fallen angels called “Watchers” operating under the leadership of 

Semihaza, all being capable having sexual relations with human women. 

 

 

Jeremiah’s promises to Judah of complete restoration showed no sign of being 

fulfilled: they had endured centuries of suppression. The years since the time of 

Jeremiah had seen monotheism entrenched, along with the Theodicy this created. 

Apocalyptic eschatology and Messianic promises emerged from this dynamic 

environment. This laid foundations for the future, especially Christianity, which 

made much use of the writings from this period, especially Enoch and i. 

The Evil Spirit was known by several names, especially Belial and Mastema. 

 

 

                                                      
21

 https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/genesis/genesis-6.html (accessed 6 

July 2018) 
22

 https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-complete/genesis/6.html (accessed 6 July 

2018) 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/jamieson-fausset-brown/genesis/genesis-6.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/commentaries/matthew-henry-complete/genesis/6.html
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THE WATCHERS AT 1 ENOCH 

When the sons of men had multiplied, in those days, beautiful and comely daughters were born to 

them. And the watchers, the sons of heaven, saw them and desired them.  

And they said to one another, “Come, let us choose for ourselves wives from the daughters of 

men, and let us beget children for ourselves.” 

And Shemihazah, their chief, said to them, “I fear that you will not want to do this deed, and I 

alone shall be guilty of a great sin.” 

And they all answered him and said, “Let us all swear an oath, and let us all bind one another with 

a curse, that none of us turn back from this counsel until we fulfill it and do this deed.” 

Then they all swore together and bound one another with a curse. And they were, all of them, two 

hundred, who descended in the days of Jared onto the peak of Mount Hermon. And they called the 

mountain “Hermon” because they swore and bound one another with a curse on it. …  

These and all the others with them took for themselves wives from among them such as they 

chose. And they began to go in to them, and to defile themselves through them, and to teach them 

sorcery and charms, and to reveal to them the cutting of roots and plants. 

And they conceived from them and bore to them great giants. And the giants begot Nephilim, and 

to the Nephilim were born Elioud. And they were growing in accordance with their greatness. 

They were devouring the labor of all the sons of men, and men were not able to supply them. And 

the giants began to kill men and to devour them. And they began to sin against the birds and 

beasts and creeping things and the fish, and to devour one another’s flesh. And they drank the 

blood. …  

Asael taught men to make swords of iron and weapons and shields and breastplates and every 

instrument of war. He showed them metals of the earth and how they should work gold to fashion 

it suitably, and concerning silver, to fashion it for bracelets and ornaments for women. And he 

showed them concerning antimony and eye paint and all manner of precious stones and dyes. 

And the sons of men made them for themselves and for their daughters, and they transgressed and 

led the holy ones astray. And there was much godlessness on the earth, and they made their ways 

desolate. 

Shemihazah taught spells and the cutting of roots. 

Hermani taught sorcery for the loosing of spells and magic and skill. 

Baraqel taught the signs of the lightning flashes. 

Kokabel taught the signs of the stars. 

Ziqel taught the signs of the shooting stars. 

Arteqoph taught the signs of the earth. 

Shamsiel taught the signs of the sun. 

Sahriel taught the signs of the moon. 

And they all began to reveal mysteries to their wives and to their children. … 

Then Michael and Sariel and Raphael and Gabriel looked down from the sanctuary of heaven 

upon the earth and saw much bloodshed on the earth. All the earth was filled with the godlessness 

and violence that had befallen it. (1 Enoch 6:1-6; 7:1-5; 8:1-3; 9:1) 

Then the Most High declared, and the Great Holy One spoke. … To Raphael he said, “Go, 

Raphael, and bind Asael hand and foot, and cast him into the darkness. … 

And heal the earth, which the watchers have desolated; and announce the healing of the earth, 

that the plague may be healed, and all the sons of men may not perish because of the mystery that 

the watchers told and taught their sons. And all the earth was made desolate by the deeds of the 

teaching of Asael, and over him write all the sins.” (1 Enoch 10:1, 4, 7, 8) 
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The “Watcher” in Daniel was sent by the “holy ones of the Most High” 

The “satan” of Job, Zechariah, and Chronicles were not the evil figures that developed later. The spirit 

beings th in Enoch and in Jubilees came through the dramatic explosion in apocalyptic eschatology 

and messianic fervour that erupted in the third century BCE and subsequently. 

The second century BCE book of Daniel was located within the fervour of this apocalyptic 

speculation; in particular, it was a response to the persecution perpetrated by Antiochus Epiphanes II. 

The Book of Daniel also includes visits by angelic spirits, including Gabriel (Daniel 8:16; 9:21) and 

“a holy watcher” (Daniel 4:12ff). Daniel’s “watcher”, however, is “holy”, not an evil spirit, who came 

by order of the Most High’s “holy ones”. It passed on Yahweh’s warning message to a secular ruler 

through his dream. The “watcher” of Daniel was not an evil spirit. 

“I [Nebuchadnezzar] continued looking, in the visions of my head as I lay in bed, and 

there was a holy watcher, coming down from heaven. He cried aloud and said: 

‘Cut down the tree and chop off its branches, strip off its foliage and scatter its fruit. 

Let the animals flee from beneath it and the birds from its branches. … 

‘The sentence is rendered by decree of the watchers, the decision is given by order of 

the holy ones, in order that all who live may know that the Most High is sovereign 

over the kingdom of mortals.’” …  

The king saw a holy watcher coming down from heaven. (Daniel 4:13-14, 17, 23, 

NRSV) 

THE PERSONALISED EVIL FIGURE OF THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS 

The Qumran Scrolls frequently reference diabolical figures, usually Belial/Baliar, “who is seen as a 

very potent force in the world”.
23

 Pseudepigraphic literature applies Belial as the proper name of the 

Devil
24

 and it is well attested in Hebrew texts from Qumran.  

This figure characterised “the irreconcilable opposition between themselves and the sons of darkness 

in the war that was taking place simultaneously in heaven and on earth
25

, between the angel Michael 

and Belial. The present age is the time of Belial’s rule.
26

 

In the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Angel of Light and the Angel of Darkness are mentioned. 

God is cited as the Angel of Light, and Belial the contrary. The demon was said to 

bring guilt and wickedness to man. The source also recounts a dream of Amram, the 

father of Moses, where Belial is described as the King of Evil or Prince of Darkness. 

The Fragments of a Zadokite Work, texts contained within the Dead Sea Scrolls, 

speak of the three nets of Belial: fornication, wealth and pollution of the sanctuary. 

He is depicted as a rebel or an agent of divine punishment and is said to be the one 

who influenced the Egyptian sorcerers to oppose Moses. This text also classifies any 

of his followers as necromancers or wizards! 

The Testament of the Twelve Patriarchs, one of the hidden scriptures linked to the Old 

Testament, depicts the demon as God’s adversary and places him in the role of the 

tempter. The texts cite that fornication brings man closer to Belial and separates him 

from God. It also claims that when the soul is disturbed, it is Belial ruling over it. 

When Egypt leaves Israel, Belial will remain with the Egyptians in darkness, the 

document further asserts. It also supports the view that the messiah will punish the 

demon and his followers on his return. Another apocryphal (hidden) text depicts him 

as the angel of lawlessness and the actual ruler of Earth.
27

 

                                                      
23

 Crucible of Faith, page 135 
24

 DDD, page 170 
25

 Origin of Satan, pages 58-59 
26

 DDD, page 171 
27

 https://mythology.net/demons/belial/ (accessed 7 July 2018) 

https://mythology.net/demons/belial/


The names of Spirits 

8 

 

The Jews who produced the documents known as the Dead Sea Scrolls focussed 

sharply on Apocalyptic Eschatology and Messianic expectations. Their Evil 

Spirit was mostly known as: Belial. 

Belial in the Hebrew Scriptures 

In Hebrew, the word בליעל [Belial] means worthless. Belial/Beliar is an abstraction of wickedness or 

nothingness, “the total loss that comes with death”
28

.In the Hebrew Scriptures, the word tends to 

describe a class of people, for instance the sons of Belial. 

The Hebrew word בליעל [belial] occurs twenty-seven times in the Masoretic text of 

the Old Testament. In the English official translations (A.V. and R.V.) the word is 

rendered "Belial" in about half the passages—thus treating it as a proper name—and 

in the other half by some such word as "ungodly" or "wicked." This is due to the 

practice adopted in the Vulgate. 

It would seem that in no single instance should בליעל [belial] be treated as a proper 

name in the Old Testament. … The Vulgate and the official English Versions 

(including those prior to the A.V.) seem to be alone among versions of the Old 

Testament in thus making of בליעל [belial] a proper name. … In one passage only of 

the LXX is any trace found of a transliteration of בליעל [belial].
29

 

Most often, bĕliyya’al describes individuals or groups who commit the most heinous crimes against 

the Israelite religious or social order.
30

 

The association of Belial with darkness is found in Belial’s single attestation in the 

New Testament (2 Cor 6:14-15): “What partnership can righteousness have with 

wickedness? Can light associate with darkness? What harmony has Christ with Beliar 

or a believer with an unbeliever?”
31

 

                                                      
28

 Satan: a Biography, page 19; see also, Who Is Satan? 
29

 Belial in the Old Testament, page 56 
30

 DDD, page 169 
31

 DDD, page 171 
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The Vulgate, which transliterates, rather than translates, Belial in eight Hebrew 

passages (Deut 13:13; Judg 19:22; 1 Sam 1:16; 2:12; 10:27; 25:17; 2 Sam 16:7; Nah 

1:15 (2:1). In 1 Kgs 21:13 the Vulgate reads diabolus.
32

 

SEVERAL PROPER NAMES ARE USED IN THE NEW TESTAMENT 

The earliest New Testament documents are those of the Apostle Paul: 1 Thessalonians, 1 Corinthians, 

2 Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, Philemon, Romans. He died in 64 CE. Paul used the names: 

Demons and Satan. 

In the later part of the First Century, Gospel writers added names and descriptors, including Devil and 

Beelzebub. The Pseudo-Paul writers (1 Timothy; 2 Timothy; Titus; 2 Thessalonians; Colossians; and 

Ephesians) did use Devil although the writings genuinely written by Paul do not use Devil. 

The following diagram depicts this development over time of names or descriptors of the evil spirits. 

 

In his genuine writings, Paul employs two terms for evil hindrances, whether 

human or supernatural: Demons and Satan. This list is expanded in the Pseudo-

Pauline documents to include Devil. The Gospels and Revelation employ a range 

of names and epithets, although Mark, the earliest Gospel written, does not use 

Devil. 

In the New Testament, the Devil goes by these names: Satan, Devil, Beelzebub, the Evil One, the 

Prince of this world, Belial, Abaddon, and Apollyon.
33

 Distinctions soon faded, with the result that 

Satan, Satanas, diabolos and diabolus became inter-changeable. 

The New Testament has helped the confusion. Mark did not call the Devil diabolos 

but Satanas. And the Hebrew Satan was sometimes translated in Greek either as 

diabolos or as the Aramaic Satanas. Distinctions soon faded. Satan, Satanas, diabolos 

and diabolus became interchangeable in meaning. If we look at the Gospels, 1 John 

and Revelation, certain patterns emerge: 

 daimonion (evil spirit): known by Mark, Matthew and Luke (John knows no 

casting out of devils, but only the form ‘to have a devil’). In Revelation there 

is one occurrence of daimonion referring to pagan gods and two uses of 

daimon. In I John there is nothing. 

                                                      
32

 DDD, page 169 
33

 Birth of Satan, page 24 
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 diabolos: known to Matthew, Luke, 1 John and Revelation. It is unknown to 

Mark. 

 satanas is known to Mark, Luke, Matthew, and Revelation. It is used once by 

John, but unknown to I John. … 

The tempter of Jesus was called diabolos by Matthew and Luke but satan by Mark. 

… Because of this, commentators and translators equated the two. In the event, Satan 

became the name of the Devil in the equation satan = diabolos, which is specifically 

stated in Revelation (12:9). This reduction and fusion of different demon traditions 

and Devil terms were complete by the third century.
34

 

Use of names by Paul, Gospels, and Pseudo-Paul shown graphically 

The following graph lists the number of verses where Paul, the Gospel writers, and the Pseudo-Pauls 

make reference to Evil Spirits in one form or another. Some verses refer to the same Evil Spirit (for 

example, “demons”) more than one time in a single verse, and this is considered shortly. 

 

This graph shows that the early writers, namely Paul and Mark, did not make use of the name: Devil. 

The later writers, namely Luke and Pseudo-Paul, did use Devil. 

One can locate, with some degree of confidence, the time when the name Devil (diabolos) was 

accepted: the Gospel of Mark, which does not use that name, was written about 68-70 CE, while the 

Gospel of Matthew, which does use Devil, was written about 85 CE. 

The graph shows the dominance of Demons in the Synoptic Gospels 

Yet another word for Devil is daimon, or demon. A daimon was an intermediate spirit 

between gods and men.
35

 

In the Gospels it is not so much Satan himself who possesses people but rather his 

associate devils who act for him and in his name.
36
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 Archfiend in Art, pages 21-22 (also Mask Without a Face) 
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 Archfiend in Art, page 19 (also Mask Without a Face) 
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 The Devil (Compass), page 19 
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The uniqueness of the Gospel produced by the Johannine Community (“John”) is demonstrated when 

its statistics are omitted, as this reveals the trend more clearly, particularly with “Devil”. 

The understanding that the Synoptic Gospels—Mark, Matthew, then Luke—had of Satan evolved 

from the ideas in the Hebrew writings. 

These presentations [in the Synoptic Gospels] of the Devil evolve from pre-existing 

ideas about Satan, either in the Hebrew Bible or in the intertestamental literature.
37

 

However, even though the Devil of the Old Testament and the Devil of the New Testament share the 

same name, they do not have the same meaning. 

The Satan and the Devil were different. More than three hundred years before Christ, 

however, a wild card had been introduced by the Alexandrian Jews who translated the 

Old Testament into Greek and rendered the Hebrew Satan into the Greek diabolos. 

This is why the Devil of the Old Testament and the New Testament share the same 

name even though they do not mean the same.
38

 

At the time that these New Testament documents were being prepared, there was no official canon 

(list) of accepted Hebrew Scriptures. New Testament writers accepted and relied on documents that 

were later not included in some Bibles, such as Enoch, Jubilees, and Wisdom. 

For the Gospel writers, as for the writers of Enoch and the ascetics at Masada—Satan played a central 

role. 

Satan, although he seldom appears onstage in these gospel accounts, nevertheless 

plays a central role in the divine drama, for the gospel writers realize that the story 

they have to tell would make little sense without Satan. How, after all, could anyone 

claim that a man betrayed by one of his own followers, and brutally executed on 

charges of treason against Rome, not only was but still is God’s appointed Messiah 

unless his capture and death were, as the gospels insist, not a final defeat but only a 

preliminary skirmish in a vast cosmic conflict now enveloping the universe?
39
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 Birth of Satan, page 124 
38

 Archfiend in Art, page 19 (also Mask Without a Face) 
39

 Origin of Satan, page 12 
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The canonised texts do not explicitly account for the origin of evil or the evil one. 

“Good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit; neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good 

fruit” (Luke 6.43, KJV). … [This] leaves open the possibility … that the world had 

been thus divided since the beginning. “He that committeth sin is of the devil,” says 

the first letter of John, “for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the 

Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.” (John 3.8, 

KJV) … 

The letter continues: “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin; for his seed 

remaineth in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God. In this the children of 

God are manifest, and the children of the devil [tou diabolou].”  

Given such passages, and the absence from the canonized texts of any explicit 

account of the origin of evil or the evil one (both tou ponerou in the genitive), the 

commentators would require considerable ingenuity to reincorporate the rebellion 

myth, in whatever form, into their own version of Christian doctrine.
40

 

Demonic Greek words in the New Testament 

 

Totals: Beelzeboul 5; Demon-related words 70; Diabolos 22 (including 1 Timothy 3:11—malicious 

talkers; Titus 2:3—slanderers); Satanas (not Satans) 34 
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Totals (words): Paul 10; Mark 23; Matthew 32; John 9; Luke 29; Pseudo Paul 12; Revelation 16. 

 

Demons and exorcism 

According to the Synoptic Gospels, one of Jesus’ chief tasks was the struggle against unclean spirits 

or evil demons. On many occasions, Jesus removed demons from their victims. 

Exorcism is a central, even dominating concern of the synoptic gospels. … The 

exorcism stories are the most frequent form that the combat tradition takes in the 

synoptic gospels. One of the chief tasks of Jesus, as Mark, Matthew, and Luke tell it, 

was the struggle against unclean spirits or evil demons. 

The importance of the exorcism stories in Mark may be illustrated both by their 

number—there are twenty or more …—and by the speed with which the author of 

this gospel gets down to the telling of the first one.
41

 

At some time, [devils] are symbolic of harmful illness, as with the boy described by 

his father as a lunatic whereas he sounds like an epileptic; but ‘when Jesus rebuked it, 

the devil came out of the boy’ (Matthew 17:14-18) … (Mark 9:14-29) … The spirit is 

‘an unclean spirit’ (Luke 9:37-43).
42

 

                                                      
41

 Old Enemy, page 285 
42

 The Devil (Compass), pages 18-19 

Paul Mark Matthew John Luke
Pseudo

Paul
Revelatio

n

Beelzeboul 0 1 3 0 1 0 0

Daimon 0 0 1 0 0 0 0

Daimonion 3 13 11 0 22 0 3

Daimonion+echo 0 0 0 4 1 0 0

Daimonizomai 0 3 7 1 0 0 0

Daimonoides 1 0 0 0 0 0 0

Diabolos 0 0 6 3 0 8 5

Satanas 6 6 4 1 5 4 8

0

5

10

15

20

25

O
cc

u
rr

e
n

ce
s 

Demonic Greek words in the NIV NT, 
chronologically 



The names of Spirits 

14 

In Mark 1: 21-28, the crowds watch and listen as an ‘unclean spirit’ and Jesus argue 

(also in Luke 4:31-37). In Matthew (8:32-34), there is a dumb demoniac who speaks 

when the devil is cast out.
43

 

Mark has quite a long narrative about a possessed man. … The evil spirits possessing 

him are challenged by Jesus and their reply as to their name is the famous quotation, 

‘My name is legion, for there are many of us’ (Mark 5:1-20) … (Matthew 8:28-34) … 

(Luke 8:26-39).
44

 

Satan associated with Jesus’ Jewish enemies 

How does the figure of Satan characterize the enemy? What is Satan, and how does he appear on 

earth? The New Testament gospels almost never identify Satan with the Romans, but they 

consistently associate him with Jesus’ Jewish enemies, primarily Judas Iscariot and the chief priests 

and scribes.
45

 

Within the gospels, … the figure of Satan tends to express this dramatic shift of blame from “the 

nations”—ha goyim, in Hebrew—onto members of Jesus’ own people.
46

 

In every case, the decision to place the story of Jesus within the context of God’s struggle against 

Satan tends to minimize the role of the Romans, and to place increasing blame instead upon Jesus’ 

Jewish enemies.
47

 

In the Parable of the Sower, “Satan” is the devourer who impedes life 

The final mention of Satan common to all three Synoptic Gospels occurs in the 

context of the Parable of the Sower (Mt 13:1-9; Mk 4:1-9; Lk 8:4-8). … Jesus is the 

sower, and the soil represents the types of people who hear his message. … 

It is in Jesus’ allegorical identification of the birds who eat the seed that fell on the 

pathway that we find the reference to Satan. In Mk 4:15, “Satan” is the name of the 

devourer who swallows up some seeds before they even sprout. In Mt 13:19, the birds 

are identified with “the evil one;” in Lk 8:12, with “the Devil.” Satan in this parable is 

a strain of voracious antimatter that inhibits healthy life and productivity. This Satan 

impedes life before it gets off the ground, snatching possibilities before they have a 

chance to flourish.
48

 

“Get behind me, Satan” used generically, meaning “obstacle”, “hindrance” 

Peter was called a Satan by Jesus because he was a stumbling block, a “scandal” 

Jesus’ mission is difficult for the disciples to understand. … Peter admonishes Jesus: 

“And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! 

This must never happen to you’” (Mt 16:22; cf. Mk 8:33). … Jesus rebukes Peter: 

“Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting 

your mind not on divine things but on human things.” (Mt 16:23; cf. Mk 8:33) 

The true meaning of the word “Satan” is revealed in the Matthew passage. Satan, in 

this case, is not meant to refer to the Devil per se, but is used in a generic sense to 

mean “obstacle.”
49

 

The Greek for “stumbling block” is skanda-lon, which gives us not only “scandal” but 

also “slander,” another well-known activity of a diabolos. The root meaning of Satan 

survived into New Testament times, as we may see from a passage that contains both 
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Greek and Hebrew words. In Matthew 16, Jesus explains to the disciples the path that 

lies before him—toward the cross. Peter is horrified and tries to dissuade him from his 

course, whereupon Jesus replies, “Get thee behind me, Satan. For you are a skandalon 

[stumbling block] in my way”. (Matt. 16.23)
50

 

LUCIFER, THE BRIGHT MORNING STAR, VENUS 

Lucifer, (Latin: Lightbearer) Greek Phosphorus, or Eosphoros, in classical 

mythology, the morning star (i.e., the planet Venus at dawn); personified as a male 

figure bearing a torch, Lucifer had almost no legend, but in poetry he was often 

herald of the dawn. In Christian times Lucifer came to be regarded as the name of 

Satan before his fall.
51

 

 

 

Early Christianity comprised innumerable sects, with each vigorously promoting 

its system of beliefs, at times having deadly consequences. The Gnostics held the 

majority influence until the Roman Emperors—who wanted peace throughout its 

Empire—intervened, selecting one sect above the others. 

This group declared all others to be heretics and they selected the documents that 

were to be considered Scripture—although this decision has never been 

universally accepted. 

They introduced changes respecting Evil that today are generally accepted 

without question, including: Original Sin; that Eden’s snake was actually Satan; 

that Isaiah’s Lucifer was referring to Satan; and an equating of names such as 

Satan, Devil, and Lucifer. Other names, including Mastema and Belial were 

forgotten or ignored. During later centuries, particularly the European Medieval 

period, features were added to Satan/Devil, such as putting him in charge of a 

fiery Hell and in the evolution of pictorial depictions. 
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The name of “Lucifer” for “Satan” does not come from the Hebrew Bible 

Many people mistakenly believe that “Lucifer” is simply another name for Satan from the Hebrew 

Bible. … The Lucifer myth consists of two motifs: the Devil’s fall from heaven, and his identification 

with the name “Lucifer.”
 52

 

THE BIBLE DOES NOT EQUATE LUCIFER WITH SATAN 

Shelley wrote that Lucifer is no-one’s name: it means ‘bringing light’. It is the morning star, the planet 

Venus 

‘I cannot discover’, Shelley recorded in his ingenious essay on the Devil, ‘why he is 

called Lucifer, except for a misinterpreted passage in Isaiah’. … Lucifer — as the 

Devil’s name — is not in the Scriptures. Lucifer, in fact, is no-one’s name: it only 

means ‘bringing light’. Lucifer is the morning star, the planet Venus, which appears 

before sunrise.
53

 

ISAIAH’S “MORNING STAR” IS THE KING OF BABYLON 

Isaiah 14:12 offers the line “How you have fallen from heaven, morning star, son of the dawn!” The 

Latin Vulgate translation provides the name: Lucifer. The being whose fall is celebrated is not 

supernatural, it is the fall of the king of Babylon
54

 as the context, given below, clearly shows. 

You will take up this taunt against the king of Babylon: …  

How the oppressor has ceased! 

How his insolence has ceased! 

The LORD has broken the staff of the wicked, 

the scepter of rulers, 

that struck down the peoples in wrath 

with unceasing blows, 

that ruled the nations in anger 

with unrelenting persecution. 

The whole earth is at rest and quiet; 

they break forth into singing. … 

Your pomp is brought down to Sheol, 

and the sound of your harps; 

maggots are the bed beneath you, 

and worms are your covering. 

How you are fallen from heaven, 

O Day Star, son of Dawn! 

How you are cut down to the ground, 

you who laid the nations low! 

You said in your heart, 

“I will ascend to heaven; 

I will raise my throne 

above the stars of God; 

I will sit on the mount of assembly 

on the heights of Zaphon; 

I will ascend to the tops of the clouds, 

I will make myself like the Most High.” 

But you are brought down to Sheol, 

to the depths of the Pit. … 

                                                      
52

 Birth of Satan, pages 108-109 
53

 Archfiend in Art, page 22 (also Mask Without a Face) 
54

 Crucible of Faith, page 161 



The names of Spirits 

17 

All the kings of the nations lie in glory, 

each in his own tomb; 

but you are cast out, away from your grave, 

like loathsome carrion, 

clothed with the dead, those pierced by the sword, 

who go down to the stones of the Pit, 

like a corpse trampled underfoot. 

You will not be joined with them in burial, 

because you have destroyed your land, 

you have killed your people.  

May the descendants of evildoers 

never more be named! 

Prepare slaughter for his sons 

because of the guilt of their father. 

Let them never rise to possess the earth 

or cover the face of the world with cities. 

I will rise up against them, says the LORD of hosts, and will cut off from 

Babylon name and remnant, offspring and posterity, says the LORD. And I 

will make it a possession of the hedgehog, and pools of water, and I will sweep 

it with the broom of destruction, says the LORD of hosts.
55

 

While the corpses of kings lie in the earth in tombs of glory, the king of Babylon falls from the dizzy 

celestial heights he had sought all the way down to the innermost depths of the underworld. The king 

of Babylon’s pathway is likened to the planet Venus which rises brightly from the earth with the break 

of day only to plummet to the underworld beneath. 

The Lucifer myth, the intertestamental legend about Satan’s expulsion from the divine 

presence for some primordial sin—whether pride, envy, or rebellion—grew out of 

prophetic oracles that denounced earthly kings in these mythic terms.
56

 

JESUS IS THE “BRIGHT MORNING STAR” IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION 

At Revelation 22.16, on the last page of the New Testament, Jesus calls Himself the “Bright Morning 

Star”. In Latin this is Lucifer, the “Light-Bearer”, the name of the planet Venus when it appears in the 

East
57

. 

“It is I, Jesus, … I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning 

star.”
58

 

This is equivalent to saying, “I, Jesus, am Lucifer.” And since the Morning Star is 

designated as Bright (Lampos), it is not just the forerunner of the Light. It is the Light 

itself.
59

 

LET THE LAMP LIGHT THE WAY AND THE MORNING STAR RISE WITHIN YOU 

In probably the last composed book of the Bible, pseudo-Peter
60

 exhorts his readers to pay attention to 

the prophetic message until Day dawns and the Morning Star rose in their hearts. 

So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be 

attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 

morning star rises in your hearts.
61
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IDENTIFICATION OF LUCIFER AS SATAN MADE BY THE CHURCH FATHERS 

Post-biblical interpreters, particularly Origen and Augustine, are responsible for creating the link 

between “Day Star”/Lucifer and Satan. 

Postbiblical interpreters are responsible for connecting the dots between “Day 

Star”/Lucifer and Satan, an identification that was never made in the Hebrew Bible.
62

 

It was not until post-Biblical times that Lucifer was associated with Satan, or that 

Satan was thought to have been cast out of Heaven before the creation of Adam and 

Eve, or that Satan had some connection with Adam and Eve.
63

 

Origen appears to be the earliest to suggest that the Lucifer mentioned by Isaiah was a 

manifestation of the Devil. Augustine’s identification of Lucifer with the Devil had a 

decisive influence.
64

 

CALVIN AND LUTHER DENIED THAT LUCIFER WAS SATAN 

Neither Calvin nor Luther believed that Satan’s name was Lucifer. 

Although Calvin and Luther most certainly believed in an entity called Satan, they 

deny that Isaiah 14:12 has any connection with the devil or that Lucifer is his name.
65

 

Calvin said that Lucifer at Isaiah 14:12 does not refer to Satan 

[Isaiah 14:]12. How art thou fallen from heaven!  

Isaiah proceeds with the discourse which he had formerly begun as personating 

the dead, and concludes that the tyrant differs in no respect from other men, 

though his object was to lead men to believe that he was some god. 

He employs an elegant metaphor, by comparing him to Lucifer, and calls him 

the Son of the Dawn; and that on account of his splendor and brightness with 

which he shone above others. 

The exposition of this passage, which some have given, as if it referred to 

Satan, has arisen from ignorance; for the context plainly shows that these 

statements must be understood in reference to the king of the Babylonians. 

But when passages of Scripture are taken up at random, and no attention is paid 

to the context, we need not wonder that mistakes of this kind frequently arise. 

Yet it was an instance of very gross ignorance, to imagine that Lucifer was the 

king of devils, and that the Prophet gave him this name. But as these inventions 

have no probability whatever, let us pass by them as useless fables.
66

 

Luther taught that referencing Lucifer at Isaiah 14:12 to the Devil is a noteworthy error of the papacy. 

In Franz Delitzsch’s commentary on Isaiah,
67

 he quotes Martin Luther saying: 

Lucifer, the name of the devil, is derived from this passage [Isaiah 14:12], 

the reference of which to Satan is designated by Luther as insignis error 

totius papatus [a noteworthy error of the papacy]; but it is found already in 

Jerome and other Fathers. The designation is exceedingly appropriate for the 

king of Babylon.
68
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