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THE BIBLE 

The Bible is “inspired” 

The Bible is “inspired of God.” (Read 2 Timothy 3:16.) In what way? The Bible 

itself answers: “Men spoke from God as they were moved by holy spirit.” (2 

Peter 1:21). (page 19) 

 

Questions on “inspired” 

 Why should 2 Timothy 3:16 or 2 Peter 1:21 be believed? 

 Why does 2 Timothy 3:16 not say “the Bible”? 

 When was the decision made on which books would be in the Bible? Were 2 Timothy 3:16 

and 2 Peter 1:21 written after that decision or before? 

 Who decided which books to include in the Bible? Who decided what was scripture? 

 Christendom’s Bibles comprise different books. Which books of Christendom’s Bibles is to 

be accepted? 

o Orthodox Churches: 

 Ethiopian Orthodox Church 

 Greek Orthodox Church 

 Russian Orthodox Church 

 Serbian Orthodox Church 

 Syrian Orthodox Church 

o Protestant Churches 

o Roman Catholic Church 

o Codex Siniaticus 

 

THE LAST DAYS 

Bible Students’ expectations 

During the 19th and 20th centuries, sincere Bible students progressively 

discerned that the waiting period would end in 1914. (page 84) 

DECADES in advance, Bible students proclaimed that there would be significant 

developments in 1914. What were these, and what evidence points to 1914 as 

such an important year? (page 215) 

 

Questions on the Bible Students 

 Exactly what did the 19th and 20th century Bible Students expect would take place in 1914? 

 How did they calculate the date? 
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CALCULATING 1914 

 “Jerusalem will be trampled on” 

 

In 607 B.C.E. … Jerusalem was conquered by the Babylonians. “Jehovah’s 

throne” became vacant, and the line of kings who descended from David was 

interrupted. (page 215) 

In October 607 B.C.E., … Jerusalem fell to the Babylonians. (page 217) 

 

Questions on Jerusalem’s “trampling” 

 Why do the text and the diagram say that Jerusalem began to be trampled on in October (the 

Jews’ 7th month)? 

 Why do they contradict all Bibles, as they all say the 5th month (July/August) – 2 Kings 24:8 

(Chapter 25 in the Tanakh and in the Septuagint)? 

 How do they arrive at the date of 607 BCE for that event? 

Daniel 4 

The account in Daniel chapter 4 holds the key to knowing how long that period 

would last. (page 217) 

 

Question on Daniel 4: 

 Would you please explain Daniel 4? 
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1914 AND WORLD EVENTS 

World events that began in 1914 confirm that the understanding of these sincere 

Bible students was correct. (page 85) 

The fulfillment of Bible prophecy shows that in 1914, Christ became King and 

God’s heavenly Kingdom began to rule. Hence, we are living in the “short 

period of time” that Satan has left. (page 85) 

The Kingdom started to rule in 1914. (page 85) 

 

Question on 1914’s world events 

 Which world events pinpoint October 1914? 

WARS 

“Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom.” (Matthew 24:7) 

Millions of people have been killed in wars during the past century. (page 88) 

 

Questions about wars 

 When was the first time that “nations” fought and “kingdoms” fought? 

 Where does Matthew 24:7 speak about the number of fatalities, the size of a war, or how long 

it would exist? 

 Is not Jesus warning his four Disciples not to be worried about these because “the end is not 

yet”? 

 What are the statistics? 

 

Conflicts per year in greater Europe, 1400–2000 

The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven Pinker, page 229 
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100 worst wars and atrocities in human history 

The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven Pinker, page 197 

 

 

Percentage of years in which the great powers fought one another, 1500–2000 
The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven Pinker, page 225 
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Frequency of wars involving the great powers, 1500–2000 

The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven Pinker, page 226 

 

 

Duration of wars involving the great powers, 1500–2000 

The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven Pinker, page 226 
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Deaths in wars involving the great powers, 1500–2000 
The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven Pinker, page 228 

The above graph plots the log of the number of battle deaths in the wars fought by at least one great 

power. The loss of life rises from 1500 through the beginning of the 19th century, bounces downward 

in the rest of that century, resumes its climb through the two world wars, and then plunges 

precipitously during the second half of the 20th century. (The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven 

Pinker, page 228) 

 

Conflicts per year in greater Europe, 1400–2000 
The Better Angels of Our Nature, Steven Pinker, page 229 
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1914 AND THE NATURAL WORLD 

EARTHQUAKES 

“There will be great earthquakes.” (Luke 21:11) … Available records show that 

earthquakes have claimed over two million lives since 1900. (pages 89-90) 

 

Questions on earthquakes 

 What causes an earthquake?  

 Since earthquakes relate to the relative movements of the tectonic plates, have this been 

happening only since 1914? What has been the reason for this? 

 What do the statistics show about the frequency of earthquakes worldwide throughout 

history? 

 What do the statistics show about the frequency of earthquakes in the region of the Gospel 

writers? 

 Do any data correlate earthquakes with 1914? Is that why the book does not point to 1914? 

 Does the Bible say these earthquakes would be deadly? 

 

 

The Tectonic Plates 
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-17/earthquakes-tectonic-plates-world/10255772  

Wikimedia Commons: United States Geological Survey (accessed 26 Sept 2018) 

 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-17/earthquakes-tectonic-plates-world/10255772
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-09-17/earthquakes-tectonic-plates-world/10255772
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NUMBER of deaths from earthquakes 

 

https://ourworldindata.org/natural-catastrophes (Accessed 25 September 2018) 
 

ALL NATURAL DISASTERS 

 

https://ourworldindata.org/natural-catastrophes (Accessed 25 September 2018) 

https://ourworldindata.org/natural-catastrophes
https://ourworldindata.org/natural-catastrophes
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Deaths from disasters 

Decadal deaths and death rates 

In the following two charts, we explore global fatalities from natural catastrophes since 1900. In the 

first chart we report the total annual number of deaths from natural catastrophes, as the decadal 

average from 1900. In the second chart, we report the same data but as the annual rate of global deaths 

(measured per 100,000 of the world population). (https://ourworldindata.org/natural-catastrophes 

(Accessed 25 September 2018) 

Annual global NUMBER of deaths from natural catastrophes per decade, 
1900-2010 

 
https://ourworldindata.org/natural-catastrophes (Accessed 25 September 2018) 

Annual global death RATE (per 100,000) per decade from natural 
catastrophes, 1900-2015 

 

https://ourworldindata.org/natural-catastrophes (Accessed 25 September 2018) 

https://ourworldindata.org/natural-catastrophes
https://ourworldindata.org/natural-catastrophes
https://ourworldindata.org/natural-catastrophes
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Annual NUMBER of deaths from natural disasters 

 

https://ourworldindata.org/natural-catastrophes (Accessed 25 September 2018) 

Annual death RATES from natural disasters 

 

https://ourworldindata.org/natural-catastrophes (Accessed 25 September 2018) 
 

https://ourworldindata.org/natural-catastrophes
https://ourworldindata.org/natural-catastrophes
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HEBREW COSMOLOGY 

At a time when there were wrong ideas about the shape of the earth, the Bible 

referred to it as a circle, or sphere. (Isaiah 40:22) (pages 20-21) 

 

Questions and comments on Hebrew cosmology 

It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 

and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 

who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 

and spreads them like a tent to live in; (Isaiah 40:22, NRSV) 

 

The Hebrews saw the world as a circle, a flat disc, not as a globe. The heavens were solid and 

mountains at the edge of the circle held the heaven up. When windows in the solid firmament above 

were opened, this permitted the waters above the sky to fall as rain. Yahweh sat above in the Heaven 

of Heavens, watching all and seeing all. (Search Google Images for: Hebrew Cosmology.) 

 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/religionprof/2012/11/ancient-hebrew-cosmology.html 

http://www.patheos.com/blogs/religionprof/2012/11/ancient-hebrew-cosmology.html
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The Bible accurately said that the earth is suspended “upon nothing.” (Job 

26:7) (page 21) 

 

The earth is not held in position by “nothing”. It is constantly falling, with its position determined by 

forces such as gravity and the interactions with nearby bodies such as the sun, and mostly impacted by 

the energies exerted by Dark Matter. 

Our Milky Way galaxy and its nearest neighbour the Andromeda galaxy are heading for a collision in 

4 billion years. Simulations of that cataclysmic event are available at YouTube. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4disyKG7XtU 

Prior to that, our sun will have begun to expand, removing all life from Earth, boiling away all water 

in the process. In 5 billion years, the sun will have expanded to become a Red Giant. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ygib1N5poPA 

The cycle of planetary objects from gas, dust, solid and back to gas is seen in the millions (perhaps 

billions) of stars located in the formation known as the Pillars of Creation. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZ7zGUFDOsg 

 

The life cycle of millions of stars being born, dying, and forming into new stars, 

as seen in the Pillars of Creation 

https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2015/01/nasa-releases-new-high-definition-view-of-iconic-pillars-

of-creation-photo/ (A site that is most definitely worth visiting.)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4disyKG7XtU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ygib1N5poPA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hZ7zGUFDOsg
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2015/01/nasa-releases-new-high-definition-view-of-iconic-pillars-of-creation-photo/
https://www.thisiscolossal.com/2015/01/nasa-releases-new-high-definition-view-of-iconic-pillars-of-creation-photo/
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CREATIONS 

The Creation Story at Genesis 1:1—2:4a 

 Why is this story in the form of a poem (Day 1=Day 4; Day 2=Day 5; Day 3=Day 6)? 

 Why does the Divine Being have the name of EL and not Yahweh? 

 Why is the Sky called a “dome” (verses 6-8)? (Note: The Dome was a structure that separated 

the waters on the earth from the waters above it.) 

God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 

waters from the waters.” So God made the dome and separated the waters that 

were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 

God called the dome Sky. (NRSV) 

 How could any writer really know what happened? 

The Creation Story at Genesis 2:4b—2:13 

 Why is the sequence of events in the Creation Story at Genesis 2 different to the sequence at 

Genesis 1? 

 Why is the Divine Being now given the Name of Yahweh EL? 

 How could any writer really know what happened? 

 

Genesis 1-3 is inconsistent. … These two accounts differ significantly in their 

detail. In chapter 1 on day six, first the land animals are created (vv 24-25) and 

then man and woman are created simultaneously (vv 26-28). In contrast, in 

chapter 2 first man is created (v. 7), then the animals are created (vv. 18-20), and 

only after these are found unsuitable to be man's partner (v. 20) is woman 

created (vv. 21-23). … 

Other differences include the fact that in Genesis 1 the deity is called God, 

whereas in much of chapters 2-3 the deity is called YHWH Elohim (“the LORD 

God”). 

The units use different words for crucial terms like “creation”—thus in 1:27, the 

first human is “created”, whereas in 2:7 the human is “formed”. In fact, the word 

translated as “create” is used a total of seven times in 1:1-2:3, but not at all in 

2:4-3:24. 

Additionally, the style of chapter 1 is unlike the style of most of chapters 2-3. 

Genesis 1 is highly structured into “days,” each with a recurring set of formulas 

(e.g., “God said … it was so,” “And God saw that this was good. And there was 

evening and there was morning, X day”). In contrast, most of chapters 2-3 is free 

flowing, with a much looser structure, and none of these formulaic phrases. 

This is connected to another distinction: the structure of chapter 1 portrays a 

powerful, majestic God, while the God of much of chapters 2-3—who “mov[es] 

about in the garden” (3:8), talks to people (3:9-11), and even tenderly clothes 

them (3:21)—has a fundamentally different nature. These two pictures of God 

are the work of different authors. (How to Read the Jewish Bible, pages 31-32, 

Marc Zvi Brettler, Oxford University Press 2007) 
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THE NATURE OF NATURE 

Does “Nature” reveal the nature of God? 

Peel back the veneer and nature is a teeming war zone of many flashpoints. Species 

compete with their own kind and others for limited resources. In a dog-eat-dog world 

built on Darwinian principles and food chain hierarchies, only the fittest survive—and 

the winners take all. 

(http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-08-20/great-barrier-reef-natures-perfect-match-is-

breaking-down/10113132 -- accessed 28 September 2018) 

Nature is cruel, lethal, and merciless 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qZasE8oyFfA  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6oNNajdUkc  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=57gZPZAJVQ0  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68dRNZV0nW0  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75fWXNPoLng  

(accessed 28 September 2018) 

http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-08-20/great-barrier-reef-natures-perfect-match-is-breaking-down/10113132
http://www.abc.net.au/news/2018-08-20/great-barrier-reef-natures-perfect-match-is-breaking-down/10113132
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qZasE8oyFfA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d6oNNajdUkc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=57gZPZAJVQ0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68dRNZV0nW0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75fWXNPoLng

