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• Arrow heads illustrate 

the strong and 

increasing influence of 

the Eastern Church. 

• Eusebius produced the 

first catalog of the 

Christian Scriptures. 

• Athanasius produced 

the first catalog of 27 

books that is the list 

now used by the 

majority of 

Christendom. 
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4th century 

Bishop of Alexandria. 

(Produced the first catalog of 27 books that is the list 

now used by the majority of Christendom.) 

Bishop of Caesaria. 

(Produced the first catalog of the Christian Scriptures.) 

Bishop of Lugdunum (Lyons) 

Theologian 

Polemicist 

Theologian 

“The catalogs in the chart … of Irenaeus,  

Clement of Alexandria, Tertullian, and 

Origen are completed from the quotations 

they made.” – All Scripture is Inspired of 

God and Beneficial, page 304. 
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Irenaeus did not make a complete list of authoritative Christian 

writings. … He did not clearly define the parameters of the NT 

Scriptures. …  

Nor does [Iranaeus] mention James, Jude, or 2 Peter. On the other 

hand, he appears to have acknowledged the authority of the 

Shepherd of Hermas and 1 Clement. … The Scriptures, for 

Irenaeus, were evidently made up of the still fluid collection of OT 

writings (still fluid, that is, in the churches) and at least the four 

Gospels and Paul’s writings, but we cannot demonstrate this from 

his extant writings. … 

We are unable to find in Irenaeus a canon of NT Scriptures (the 

description in Hist. eccl. 5.8.2-8 is a likely invention by Eusebius). 

True, Irenaeus recognizes the “apostles” as a collection of writings, 

but he nowhere clarifies what writings were in this group. Apart 

from his four-gospel canon, then, nothing in his writings suggests 

that he carried out any canonizing procedure on the rest of the NT 

literature. 

The Biblical Canon, Lee McDonald, pages 300, 301 
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The Biblical Canon, Lee McDonald, pages 391, 302 

Clement of Alexandria (ca. 180) cites other non-canonical gospel 

sources in his Stromata—Gospel of the Egyptians, Gospel of the 

Hebrews, and Traditions of Matthias. He also introduces a 

reference to the Gospel of the Hebrews with the formula, “It is 

written.” During a debate with a gnostic, Clement quotes from the 

Gospel according to the Egyptians. … 

He accepts Barnabas as apostolic and quotes Barn. 1.5 and 2.3 in 

an authoritative manner. Clement also cites I Clement, Shepherd of 

Hermas Sirach, Tatian’s Against the Greeks, Preaching of Peter, 

Apocalypse of Peter, and even Sibylline Oracles. … 

Like others before him, Clement refers to or cites as Scripture 

many of the writings of the NT: the four canonical Gospels, Acts, 

fourteen Letters of Paul (the Pastorals and Hebrews were attributed 

to Paul), 1-2 John, 1 Peter, Jude, and Revelation. He makes no 

mention of James, 2 Peter, or 3 John. He also quotes from 

Barnabas, 1 Clement, Shepherd of Hermas, Preaching of Peter, 

Sibylline Oracles, and the Didache for support of his ideas. 

All Scripture is Inspired of God and Beneficial, 

page 303 
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The Biblical Canon, Lee McDonald, page 304 

Tertullian cites or quotes the four canonical Gospels, thirteen 

Letters of Paul, Acts, 1 John, 1 Peter, Jude, and Revelation; 

however, he did not produce a closed or fixed list of NT Scriptures, 

even though he cites these and other writings in an authoritative 

manner and on one occasion refers to them as an “entire volume”. 

He also adds that Rome “mingles the Law and the prophets in one 

volume”. 

Beare notes that before Tertullian became a Montanist he included 

in his collection of Scriptures the Shepherd of Hermas, but later 

dismissed it with scorn. 

Surprisingly, Tertullian also treats Hebrews as marginal because he 

believes that it was written by Barnabas. … 

Nowhere in [Tertullian’s] extant writings, however, do we find any 

specific listing or identification of precisely what was in Tertullian’s 

OT or NT. 

All Scripture is Inspired of God and Beneficial, 

page 303 
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The Biblical Canon, Lee McDonald, from pages 305 to 308 

Origen drew from the four canonical Gospels, fourteen Letters of 

Paul (including Hebrews), 1 Peter, 1 John, and Revelation. 

  

Origen’s NT canonical list is very likely a creation of Eusebius and 

Rufinus in the fourth century, a hundred years after the death of 

Origen. 

  

In addition to writings “recognized” as Scripture and a few doubtful 

writings (e.g., Hebrews, 2 Peter, 2-3 John, James, and Jude), 

Origen also refers to Barnabas, Shepherd of Hermas, and Didache, 

apparently acknowledging them as Scripture. 

  

The evidence from Origen is not strong enough to conclude that he 

accepted all of the writings that make up our current NT canon—

especially 2 Peter, 2 John, and 3 John—nor do we have sufficient 

evidence to argue that Origen excluded Barnabas or the Shepherd 

of Hermas from his collection of sacred writings. The scholarly 

consensus is that Origen never had a closed canon of NT 

Scriptures. 

All Scripture is Inspired of God and Beneficial, 

page 303 
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The Biblical Canon, Lee McDonald, pages 310, 318, 366 

Eusebius was the most influential person of the fourth century in 

regard to the emergence of a NT biblical canon. He was the first to 

provide a catalogue of books that were approved, not approved, or 

disputed. 

The first undisputed closed collections of Christian Scriptures begin 

with Eusebius, probably the creator of such lists, in the fourth 

century. 

Eusebius himself did not acknowledge the scriptural status of the 

book of Revelation, but because of Constantine’s preference for the 

book, it was added. 

All Scripture is Inspired of God and Beneficial, 

page 303 
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The Biblical Canon, Lee McDonald, pages 379, 381 

The most famous of the lists of NT canonical Scriptures that 

eventually carried the day is Athanasius's Thirty-ninth Festal 

Letter from Alexandria, which corresponds to the twenty-seven 

books of the NT acknowledged in the church today. The Council of 

Nicea (325) settled the issue of when to celebrate Easter. 

Later, Athanasius was appointed Bishop of Alexandria and 

annually wrote a Festal Letter to his churches to announce the date 

of the following Easter. He did this from 328 to 373 and in the thirty-

ninth letter he identified the canons of the Old and New 

Testaments.  

While the canon set forth by Athanasius ultimately prevailed in the 

majority of the churches in succeeding centuries, there is no 

evidence that it had much impact on all of the churches of his day 

or even on those of his own region of Egypt. Not until almost seven 

hundred years later was the book of Revelation universally 

accepted into the canon. 

All Scripture is Inspired of God and Beneficial, 

page 303 
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In the second half of the fourth century a number of bishops in 

different regions of the Greek church were moved to issue formal 

lists of the canonical books for the guidance of their people. Cyril 

of Jerusalem lists twenty-six of our twenty-seven, excluding 

Revelation; his contemporary Epiphanius of Constantia in Cyprus 

includes it with the others. Gregory of Nazianzus gives the same 

list as Cyril. In his thirty-ninth Festal Letter, written in 367, the great 

Athanasius of Alexandria gives a list of the “books that are 

canonized and handed down to us and believed to be divine”; in 

this, after the books of the OT, he lists without hesitation the 

twenty-seven books of our own NT canon. … 

At the end of the fourth century, therefore, a considerable part of 

the Greek church acknowledged a canon of only twenty-two 

books. A section of the Apostolic Constitutions, however, published 

in Syria ca. 400, lists all our twenty-seven books except Revelation 

and adds to them I and II Clement. This canon was actually ratified 

by the Quinisextine Council, which met at Constantinople in 692. … 

This same list of twenty-seven books was given the sanction of 

conciliar authority in North Africa, first at a council held in Hippo in 

393 and again at the Third Council of Carthage held in 397, with 

Augustine present at both of them. … These were the first 

conciliar pronouncements to be made anywhere on the limits 

of the NT canon; and it is to be noted that they did not come until 

the end of the fourth century, and were the decisions of provincial 

synods, not of an ecumenical council. The canon was determined 

by usage, by the common consent of the Christian community, 

testing the books in its daily life over centuries; not by formal 

authority. … 

The history of the canon in the Syriac-speaking churches remains 

obscure until the beginning of the fifth century and the making of 

the Peshitta. … In the fourth century the Syriac canon consisted of 

the Diatessaron, Acts, and the Pauline letters. … In Syria the 

Pauline collection was enlarged to fifteen letters by the inclusion of 

the spurious Third Epistle to the Corinthians, extant only in 

Armenian, Coptic, and Latin versions. 
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Post-Apostolic Age 
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The Watchtower, July 15, 2013, page 18 

Athanasius (first time 27 NT books) 

Tertullian 

Clement 

Eusebius (first Canon of Scriptures) 

Clement Justin Martyr 

Ignatius 

Cyril 

Polycarp 

Origen 

Irenaeus 

Proto-orthodox (“Pauline”) Church Fathers 

Paul 

The proto-orthodox Church created the New Testament Canon  

Marcion Marcionites 

Only accepted modified Paul and a modified Luke’s Gospel. 

Rejected Hebrew Scriptures and any references to them. 

No 

writings 

remain 

James, 

Peter, John 

Jerusalem Ebionites 

Rejected Paul, accepted Hebrew Scriptures. 

No 

writings 

remain 



All Scripture is Inspired of God and Beneficial, page 309 



No longer 

exist 
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The original 

autographs of the 

apostolic writings are 

lost beyond all 

reasonable hope of 

discovery. 

The post-apostolic 

authors do not 

indicate that the 

original writings still 

existed, or that they 

had seen the writings.  

Based on: All Scripture is 

Inspired of God and 

Beneficial, page 309 



• Codex Sinaiticus: middle 4th 

century. 

• Codex Alexandrinus: 5th century. 

• Codex Vaticanus: middle 4th 

century. 

• Codex Ephraemi Syri: 5th 

century. 

• Codex Bezae: 6th century. 
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Older uncials have no 

division of words or 

sentences except for 

paragraphs, no accents 

or ornaments, and few 

pause-marks. 

Uncial 

MSS. are 

written in 

large or 

capital 

letters.  

Based on: All Scripture is 

Inspired of God and 

Beneficial, page 309 
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“In the late 19th 

century, scholars B. F. 

Westcott and F.J.A. 

Hort compared existing 

Bible manuscripts and 

fragments as they 

prepared the Greek 

master text that they 

felt most closely 

reflected the original 

writings.” NWT (2013), 

page 1729 

“Master texts such as those by 

Nestle and Aland and by the 

United Bible Societies reflect 

recent scholarly studies.” NWT 

(2013), page 1729 

The Watchtower Society 

says that the texts that it 

uses as its “masters” were 

prepared by 19th and 20th 

century scholars of 

Christendom. 

Based on: All Scripture is 

Inspired of God and 

Beneficial, page 309 
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The Watchtower Society 

says that the texts it uses as 

its “masters” were prepared 

by 19th and 20th century 

scholars of Christendom. 

• Westcott, Anglican  

Canon of 

Peterborough, Bishop 

of Durham, Professor 

of Divinity. 

• Hort, Professor of 

Divinity, Cambridge, 

England . 

• Nestle, German Biblical 

scholar, textual critic, 

Orientalist. 

• Aland, German Theologian, 

Biblical Scholar specialising in 

NT textual criticism. 

Based on: All Scripture is 

Inspired of God and 

Beneficial, page 309 
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Nestle and Aland were 

Christian scholars. 

Merk was a 

Jesuit Priest. 

Bover was a 

Jesuit Priest. 

The United Bible Societies is 

made up of 146 Bible Societies 

operating in over 200 countries and 

territories. Together, they are the 

biggest translator, publisher and 

distributor of the Bible in the world. 

Bible Societies work with all 

Christian Churches and many 

international non-governmental 

organisations. 

We have also taken into 

consideration other texts, 

including that prepared by D. 

Eberhard Nestle and that 

compiled by the Spanish Jesuit 

scholar Jose Maria Bover and 

that by the other Jesuit scholar 

A. Merk. 

New World Translation 

(1950 edition), page 8 

Based on: All Scripture is 

Inspired of God and 

Beneficial, page 309 
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Erasmus was a Dutch 

Renaissance humanist, 

Catholic priest, social 

critic, teacher, and 

theologian. 

Stephanus was a 

printer and 

classical scholar. 

Griesbach was a 

rationalist 

Protestant German 

theologian and 

textual critic. 

Based on: All Scripture is 

Inspired of God and 

Beneficial, page 309 



The NWT translations 

are from the English 

NWT, not from Westcott 

and Hort 
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Based on: All Scripture is 

Inspired of God and 

Beneficial, page 309 



WTS relies on 

Christendom’s 

early Fathers 

WTS relies on 

Christendom’s 

modern 

scholars 

WTS relies on 

Christendom’s 

texts 

WTS relies on 

Christendom’s 

Scriptures 

NT 


