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Present Truth,

MEAT IN DUE SEASON.,

— By J. WENDELL, Edenboro, Pa.

Giving some of the Evidences fur the Coming of owur Lord and
Suviour, ihis year, 1873.
Te which ks added an Kssuy on « TIIE END.”

o —

“The wise shall wnderstand.” Understand what? The
principles of godliness in the heart, is the rewly answer of
many, But Daniel says, * [ nnderstond not.”  Were not the
principles of goaliness understpod by himg  Certainly not, if
thhey were what the wise were to understand, What, then,
were they to understand ¢ By consulting Dan. 12, and the pre-
ceding chapters, it will be clearly seen that the time when the
events predicted should tuke place is what they would under-
stand, No other reasonable interpretation ean be pgiven, or
meaning attached 1o the exXpression under eonsuderation,  Dut
wis not [Rniel @ wise man, and more eapable of understanding
the téme than any one in this dav? True, Danicl was a wiso
man ; but wise as he wag, hie could not tell fature events. ouly
as they were revealed unto him: and as cevtain erénfx were to
mark thie eommencemend ww' leruccnation of certain  times
pamed in the prophecy. and as those events did not vecur in
Daniel’s day. of eourse he could not tell when the times would
commenico and terminage. DBat those not as wise ax Daniel,
living @ster the cecurrence of 1he events which marked the
convmenvement of the times, and Knowing Aew to reckon pro-
phetic time, could understimd the matter, aud very accurately
ealenlate when thes=e times wouli end,

lie M'up]u‘t:i(:s S BT TSN l‘u];lting to the suecessive evenrs of
time, are, above all the other prophets, conseentive and full,
takinze up long chains of events ot his own day. atnd airrying
us down the stremn of Goe to the cotung of the everinsting
kingdom ot Jesus Uhiri-t. So i s he, in his delineations ot
the chiargeters of o averpmenis, sud their redation ong o another,
that it would Izwdly scem posstble for us to misitake the govern-
ments intend.«l.  in none off his visions, however, is be wors
clear than in the visions of Uie tour boants, in Dan. 7,
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1. The Prophetic Inaagery of the Vision,

The substance of the vision is as follows: The four winds
stww., upon the great sea, and four great beasts arose from the
diverse one from another. The first like a lion, with
eagles wings; the seeond like a bear, with three ribs in the
mouth ; llno third like a lconard, with four winzs and four
heads; the juurth was a dre: u!'ul and terrible and exceeding
strong beast, with great iron teeth; and it had ten horns,
And there came up among the ten another little horn, belure
whom three of the first ten fell, or were plucked up by the
roms Daniel is told the meaning of the four great beasts in
. 16; the meaning of the fon th beast in v. 19; the meaning
ot the ten horns that were in bis head in v. 20 ; the meaning of
the other which came up, and before whom three fell, even of
that horn that had eyes, and a mouth which spake great things,
and which made war with the saints and prevailed against them
until the ancient of days emne. and judgment was given to the
saints of the Most Iligh, and the time caune that the saints pos-
sessed the kingdom, Thus he said: *The fourth beast shall Lo
the fourth kingdom upon eavtl:, which shall be diverse from all
kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth, and shall tread it
down, and break it in pieces. And the ten horns out of this
kmwdum are ten kings that shall arise; and another shall rise
after them ; and he shall be diverse fr om the first, and he shall
subdne three kings, And he shall speak great words aguinst
the Most 1ligh, and shall wenr out the saiuts of the Most High,
and think to change times and laws: and they shall be given
into his hand until a time and times and the dividing of time,
But the judgment shall sit, and they shall take away his domin-
ion, to consume and ta destroy it unto the end. And the king-
dom and dominion, and the greatness of the kingdom nnder tho
whole heaven, shall be given t) the people of the saints of the
Most Lligh, whose Kingdom iz an everlusting kingdom, and all
dominions shall serve and obey him.”

By consulting hListory, we find that Rome, or the Roman
government, is the fourth kit xdom upon earth ; and this gov-
ernment yet exists, and csorts its influence m every land,
whether civilized or savage, and in every land has its sworn
liege subjects,

Did ten kings, or kingdoms, as above predicted, arise out of
the fourth beast, or Roman g.»vcrnment? When and wheret
That ten kings did amse in the Western Roman empire is a
matter too notorions to he disputed, and too plain to need
proot.  The only difliculty in the way secems to be this: What
ten kingdoms are intended 7 lor, sinee their first establishment,
they have been continually cli n"mg their names and location,
This point, however, I think may be settled by the text. “And
it hmrtcn horns. 1 considercd the horns, and behold, there
came up among them another little horn, before whom thrae of
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the first horns were plucked up ly the roots.” (v.7,8) Ob
serve (1), there were to be ten kings contemporancously flon-
rishing, before any of the number were'plucked up; and (2),
that tiree of the first tea horns were to be plucked up by the
roots, before the little horn’s establishment.  The kingdoms
must be the first ten established in Western Rome.  According
to Marchiaval, the historian ([eistory or' Florenee, b. 1), Bp.
Lloyd, an exccllent chronologer (in Lowths Commentary on
the Prophets, pp. 381-2), and Dr. Hales' Analysis of Chrono-
lagy (vol. 11, b, 1, pp. 536-8), the first ten Kingdoms were as
follows: The Huns, in Hungary A, D. 336 ; the Ostroroths, in
Mysia, A. D. 377; the Visigoths, in Pannonia; A. D. 378; the
Franks, in France, A. D. 407; the Vandals, in Africa, A. D.
407 the Sueves and Alans, in Gaseoigne and Spain, A. D, 407 ;
the Burgundinns, in Burgundy, A D, 407; the llerali, in Italy,
A. D, 470; the Saxons, in Britain, A. D). 476 ; the Lombards,
in Germany, A. D, 483.  If in the mouth of two or three wit-
nesses every word shall be established, then this point is abun-
dantly proved.

The next inquiry is the meaning and lhistory of the little
horn. . ** Another shall rise after them [the ten kingdoms),
and he shall subdue three Kings., And he shail speak great
words against the Most High, and shail wear out the saints of
the Most Hizh, and think to change times and laws; and they
ghall be ziven into hisx hand until a time and times and divid-
ing of time. DBat the judgment shall sit, and they shall take
away his dominion, to consumoe and to destroy it unto the end.”
(v. 24-26.) LFrom this passuge we learn the character of the
little horn,

1. Ile was o be-a blasphemons power. * Speak great words

aginst the Most High”  Such has popery always been. To
go back no farther than September, 1540, we shall find sulli-
ci-nt evidence of his arrogmey and blasphemy in his * Ency-
clical Letter of Qur Most Holy Lord, Gregory XVI., by Divine
Providence Pope.” No being Lut Deity can claim and appro-
priate to himselt such titles, or permit them to be applied to
him by others, unreproved, without robbing God ol the glory
w hich he declires he will not give to another, and incurring the
clharge ot blasphemy. llis arvoganey is also manitest in the
ame letter. * Hence it is easy to conceive the state ot angunish in-
¢ which our sonl is plunged day and night, as we, being charged
vith the saperintendence ob the whele fold ot Jesas Christ, and
ine care of all the chinrches,” ete. There is no title which Je-
pvah has ever clabmed, or prerogative he has professed to exer-
ise, bt what the Roman pontifh has; at one tima or other, pros
wsed Lo bear and exercize.  *Sitting in the temple of God,
nowing himselt twt he is God.”

2. Ile was to be a persecuting power. And how fully this

rait has been exemplified in the popes of Rome, Chureh his-
ory must tell,  Move than fitty millions of iunocent, unotiend
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ing Christians have suffered martyrdom at the hands of t.hat
bloody power, during its dark reign. Thus were the saints
worn out. ‘

8. e was to think to ¢hange times and laws. Ie shall as-
sume to dictate laws to the world. This will be illustrated,
ton, by some extracts and letters from the popes. Pope Inno-
esent 111, writes: *So hath Christ established the kingdom and
the priesthood in the Church, that the kingdom is sacerdotal
md the priesthood is kingly. Ile hath set one man over the
eorld, him whom he hathl: appointed his vicar on earth ; and as
‘o Christ is bent every knee in heaven, in earth, and under the
savth, so shall ohedience and service be paid to his vicar by all,
that there may be one fold and one shepherd.” '(Croly on the
Apocalypse, p. 153.) ‘

BBut the authority of the popes over kings is still more strong-
Iy asserted by Pope Gregory VII. in hLis epistles. “The Ro-
1man pontiff alone is by right unirersal. In him alone is the
right of making laws. Let all kings kiss the fcet of the pope.
1lis name alone shall be heard in the churches. It is the only
name in the world. It is his right to depose kings. His word
is not to Le repealed by any one. It is to be repealed by him-
scif alone. 1lle is to be judged by none. The church of Rome
Lias never erred; and the Seriptures testify it never shall err.”
(Croly, p. 164.) Again, the bull of Pope Pius against Queen
Elizabeth, reads: “This one he hath constituted prince over all
nateons, und all kingdoms, that he might pluck up, destroy, dis-
sipate, overturn, plunt, and build” (Zb.)

4. He was to hace dominion over the saints a time, times, and
dividing of time. This period, it is generally agreed, is twelve
hundred and sixty years. 'Theo difliculty is-to determine with
certainty that it is 8o ; and if so, when the period was to begin.
The only certain means by which we may know that the period
means twelve hundred and sixty years is its accomplishent,
But to determine whether it is accomplished, we must under-
stand what was to precede, fill up, and immediately follow the
time. ‘T'he date of tho last of the evenis which were to pre-
cede the period will murk its commencement; and the date of
the first event which was to fullow or close the period, will
mark its end.

EVENTS WHIQI WERE TO PRECEDE THE PERIOD,

(1) Tuere were four great kingdoms successively to arise in
the earth, and fill up all the time trom Daniel to the coming of
the Son of man in the clonds of heaven. All this bas taken
place, and the last now exists, and awaits the coming of Christ.

(2) Out ot the fourth and last of those Kingdows, ten king-
dums were to arise.  They did so, :

(3) Another, a blasphemous, persecuting power was to arise
after the ten kingdoms, and wear out the saints, Such u power,
pupery, did so arise.
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(4) The saints were to be given into his hands. Tn A. D,
633, Justinian, the Greek emperor, passed an edict constituting
the bishop of lome the head of all the chnrehes; thus giving
the saints over into his hands,  Mr, Croly, speaking of the acts
of Justinian, says that he, in **the fallest and most unequivoeal
form, declared the Lishop of Rome the chiet of the wliole ccele-
giastical body of the empire.” ** His Jetter (of A, D, 533) was
eonched in these terms:” “ Justinian, pious, fortunate, venouwn-
ed, triumphant, emperor, consul, ete., to John, the most holy
Arehbishop of our city of Rome, and patriereh: Rendering
lionor to the apostolic se¢, and to vour lLoliness (ns alicays was
and is our desire), and, as it becomes uz, honoring your blessed-
ness as a father, we have laid withont delay before the notice of
your holiness all things pertaining to the state ot the ehurch.
Since it has always been onr enrnest study to preserre the unity
of yowr Roly see, and the state of the holy churches of God,
which has hitherto obtained, and will remain without any in-
terfering opposition, thercfore we hasten fo sulject and to
unite to your holines all the priests of the whole Fust. As to
the matters which presently agitated, although clear and un-
doubted, and, according to the doctrine ol your apostolic see,
held assuredly dissolved and decided by all priests; wo Lave yet
decmed it neeessary to lay them before your holiness.  Nor do
we sufler anvthing which belongs to the state of the church,
Lowever manifest and undoubted, that is agitated, to pass with-
out the knowledge of yonr holiness, who are the head of «ll the
holy churches. Torin all things (as has been said or resolved)
we are prompt to increase the bLonor and authority of your
see,”

If the pope was not here entitled to the head of all the Loly
churches, he never can be. This title was confirmed and ne-
knowledged by Justinian in his epistle to Epiphanins, bishop of
Constantinople, dated Mareh 25, 533. He acknowledges his

.epistle to the Roman pontifl], and maintains that Le is the head
of all bishops, and that, ** by decision and right judgment of his
venerable xee, heretics are correeted,”

The same power, Justinian, in his Aozell®, gives to Rome the
supremacy of ‘the pontificate, and gave to the pope the preced-
ence of all the priesthoml.  *The authenticity of the title,” says
Mr. Croly, “ receives nnanswerable proof from the ediets of the
Nozvelle of the Justininn code.” The premmble of the 9th stutes,
“that as the elder Rome was the tounder of the laws; so was
it not to be guestioned, that in her was the supremacy of the
pontifieate.”  The 151st; on the Ecelesiastical Titles and P'rivi-
leges 1L, states: We theretore decree that the most holy pope
of the elder Rome is the first of all the priesthood, aml the
most blessed archbishop of Constantineple, the new Rowme,
shall hold the second rank, after the holy apostolic chair of the
elder Rome.” (Croly, pp. 114, 115,)

(5) Three of the first Lorus, or kingdoms, were to be plucked
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up by the roots before him. (2) In A.D. 493, ten years from
the time of the establishment of the last of the ten kings, the
Herali, in Rome and Taly, were subverted by the Ostrogoths.
(A) In 534, the Vandals, another of the ten kingdows, were
conguered by the Greeks, tor the purpose of establishing the
supremacy of the Catholies. (¢) In 538, in the month of’ March
the Greeks conquered the Ostrogoths, in Rome and Italy,! an

opened the way for carrying into effect the decree of Justinian,
constituting the bisbop of RRome head of all the ¢linrches: tor
the Ostrogoths wern Arians, and bitter encmies of the pope and
the Catholic faith ; hence, while they leld Rome the decrce
could not be carried into effect.  But when the same power
that issned the d-=erce conquered and possessed Rome, it could
be established. These are all the circnmstances predicted to
precede the period specified.  We must, theretore, hegin at that
point, or leave 4 vacuum in the scries of events; the chiain will
be broken.

FREDICTED EVENTS DURING THE PERIOD,

(1) DBlosplemy. *lIle shall speuk great words against the
Most Higl.?

(2) Persecution. *Ile shall wear our the saints of the Most
gl ™

(3) Assumption of authority. * Change times und laws.”

(4) Lominivn voer the Suints. **Lhey shall bo given into
Lis hoands.”

TNE EVEXT TO EXD THE PERIOD,

“Theyr shall take away his dominion.” In the month of
Febrnary, 1798, Berthier, a French general, by order of the
French Republic, entered Rome with an army ; and deposed the
pope, abrogated his government, and in its place set up an entirely
new form of government, viz: a republic; and then earried the
pope a prisoner to France, where he died.  From 538, the date
of the last cirenmstance predicted to precede the period, to
1798, the date of’ the event which was to terminate the period,
is twelve hundred and sixty years. A more peclect demonstra-
tion than this cannot be desired,

(1) That the prediction of the reign of the little horn isa
prediction of the great anti-Christian or papal apostasy.

(2) That time, times, and dividing of time is twelve hundred
and sixty years,

(3) Thatthe period has already passed by, and we are seventy-
two years this side its termination.

11, The C:zdition of the Papal Power aiter his D minlon was
Tazen Away,

“To consume and destroy unto the end.” The great error ol
most expositors, in caleulating **the time, times, and the divid-
ivg of time,” and explainiug the prophecy, seems to have been,

z Bee Gibbon's Decline and Fuall of the Roman Empirs.
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in supposing that popery would ceuse to exist after the close of
that period ; wherens, the prophecy gives ns most elearly to un-
derstand that it was to exist after that period, and undergo a
consuming process, even from its il “to the ¢nd.”  This con-
suming process hus been realized in its his, sry,

1. One of the fundamental prineiples of pop. v was the sup-

ion of the Scripturea. Dut since 1798, the . wd of God

as been translated into more than one hundred and fifty luan-

guages in which it was never before published, and is now scat-
tered among nearly all nations in their own langunges,

2. The Inquisition has been abolished since that period. The
light of the nineteenth century will not tolerate such an engine
of torture,

8. Monastic institutions in some of the darkest papal coun-
tries of Europe have been abolishad.

4. Protestants are tolerated in all papal countries, even in the
city of Rome.

5. The pope acknowledges liis own weakness and want of
power to suppress heresy. 1= fecls the smart of his mortal
wound, and the weakness of his broken erm, as the following
extract from his Lueyelical Lolter ol September, 1840) will
sbhandnntly show. o says: * Indeed; are we not compelled
to see the most erafty encmies of the truth ranging far and wido
with impunity 7 Again: * Wa refer you to facts, venerable
brethren, which not onuly are known to you, but of which yon
are witnesses ; even you who, though you mourn, and, as your
pastoral duty requires, are by no 1peans silent, are vet compelled
to tolerate in your dioceses these aforesaid propagators of heresy
and infidelity.” *“llence, it i3 ensy to conceive the state of
anguish into which our soul is plunged day and night,” ete.
“Once the Ioly Inguisition conid guickly check the andacity
of Leretics and inlidyvls, and the pope and his priesthood were
not * eompelled to tolerate’ them i their dmeesex ) but now they
have no alternatve but to submi,”  Can we ask for a more ex-
plicit fullillment ot propheey thim we have of the consumption
of popery from 1798 until now ¢

But we are asked. “low do yvon know how long a fime is,
and how much is meant by Caes ?? 1 answer, the Holy Spirit
bas defined it.  In Rev, 13, the same power predicted under the
emblem of the little horn in D.an. 7 s brought to view under
the emblem of a beast,  Danicl Las given the time of his power,
“altime, tones, nnd dividing of a Liwe?  John has given it
forty-two months,  In forty-two months there are three and a
hatt years.  The forty-two months are reduced (Rev. 11 and 12)
to days—1260 days. \We are nci, therelore, lelt to vagune con-
jeeture as to the import of the time, for the Iloly Bpirit has
defined it.  The reign of the pope was tulfilled, as already
proved, in 1,260 full so'ar ycars,
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[II, A Second Argument on the Fulfillment of the 1,260 years
of Papal Authority ; or Expositicn of Rev. 12 and 13,

The Apocalypse, thongh of a highly figurative character, is
a part of the revelation of God to man, and as snch is worthy
of our caveful and prayerful study. And the study of it is
greatly fucilitated by the great similarity existing between the
prophetic characters of Daniel and this book. The two chap-
ters befure us, especially, receive great light from rhie visions ol
Daniel. The Roman govermment being one of the principal
subjects of prophecy with him, it is very fully deseribed in ull
its varions changes and phases. The characteristics again occut
in P velation, and must apply to the same power.

TNHE DRAGON OF RREV. 12.

Thero are some traits in the chronology and history of the
dragon which cannot fail to fix his identity.

1. 1le was the government that existed or had jurisdiction at
the time of the Lirth of *a man child who was to rule «ll nu-
tions with a rod of iren,” and who * was canght up to God and
his throne.” Who this power is, there iz no room for doubting.
Jesus Chirist the Son of God is the person who is to rule or
break all nations with a rod of iron, even as hie has received of
his Father. (See Ps. 2: 9; Rev, 2: 27) The Roman empire
was the then reigning power, and under it Christ was crucified ;
and from its face was eaught up to God and his* throne, until
his foes be made his footstool.  The dragon was located in the
West until the days of Constantine, IHe removed the seat of
empire from Rome to Constantinople in A.D. 329. After his
death, the empire was divided among his three sons; but in a
few years was again united under the Eastern emperor, A, D.
353. In 356 commenced the conguest of the empire by the
Huns. The imperial power, however, was variously disposed
of ; sometimes being entirely in the East, and at other times
enjoyed by both the LEust and the West. In 476, imper nl
power expired in the West by the eonquest of Rome by Odo-
acer, the King of the Ieruli; and by a vote of the Senate, im-
perial power was removed to the last, So that the Eastern
emperor was properly and Jezuily the emperor of Rome, by
vote of the Roman Senate; and whatever shape or phase the
empire assumed, it was properly a part ot the dragon. Hence,
it is said the dragon had seven heads and ten horns, in allusion
to the seven forms of government which Rome was to assume;
and ten horns, in allusion to the ten Kingdoms of the barbariuns
within the empire. These ten horns have already been given.
The seven heads, or forms of government, are as follows, viz:
Regal or kingly power of the Latins; the dictatorship; the
preetors ; the consulate; the trinmvirate; the imperial; the
pupal government, {See Clarke on Rev. 17: 10.)
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TIHIR BEAST OF REY. 13.

“ And T stood upon the sand of the sea. and saw a beast rise
up out of the sea, having seven heads and ten horns, and npon
his horns ten erowns, and npon his head the name of blasphemy.”
This beast is clearly a perpetuation of the dragoric government.,
The government of Rome lid long been in the hands of the
imperiai power; but at length that power was removed to the
East, and another power camme up amid the troublel elements
of party strife which aspired to the supremacy of Rome, and
at length obtained it. That power was popery.  To this beast
the dragon gave his power, his secat, and great authority—and,
of course, the beast nssumed ail the characiers and uttributes
of the dragon, when he reccived not his power only, but also
his seat and great authority,  The dragon giving his power and
sent to the beast, the papal form el government thus ereated
became an appendage of the dragon, the seventh head.

THE BEAST 18 IDENTICAL WITH THE LITTLE HORN OF DAN, T.

1. The little horn (Dun. 7: 25) was to be a blusphemons
power. * He shall speak great words azainst the Most ligh,”
So also was the beast of Rev, 13 : 6, to do the same. *JMle
opened his mouth in blasphemy aginst God."

2. The little horn (Dan. 7: 21) “ mile war wilk the saints,
and prevailed against thom.” Tins the beast of Rev. 13: T
was also “ to make war with the swints, and to overcome them.”

3. The little horn (Dan. 7: 8, 20) ** kad a mouth which spake
very great things” 5o likewise thero was given the beast of
Rev. 13: b5 *“*a mouth speaking great things and blasphenies.”

4. Power was given the little horn of Dan. 7: 25, “wntil
time, times, and the doiding of « time.”  To the beast also
(Rev., 13: 6) “power wus yicen to continue forty and two
months.”

5. The dominion of the little horn (Dan. 7: 26) was to be
taken away at the termination of that specified period. The
beast ot Rev. 13: 10, who led into captivity and put to death
with the sword =0 many of the saints, was himselt’ to *be led
into caplivity and be killed with the sword,” at the end of the
forty and two months,

With these points of similarity in the two emblems, the little
horn and the beast, who can doubt their identity ¢

TIHE DATE OF THE FORTY-TWO MONTIHS OF THE BEAST'S POWER.

The date of the twelve hundred and sixty years of the pope’s
reign is o matter of a great deal of doubt and uncertainty in
many minds.  But why should it be so? No argument was
gver more clearly made out, than the argument on the time of
the little horn’s refgn. from 538 to 1798, as wlready given, But
I will here give another argument, based on Rev. 13.

1. The beginning or ovigin of his power. * Awl the dragon
bave him his power, his seat, aud great authority.” (v. 2.) Zhe

]
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power of the dragon was tranaferred. The dragon, the im-
perial government, from the days of Constantine to the time of
Justinian. had been the supreme head of the church. The
councils and bishops had Leen under their control.  The Greek
or Bastern emperors had the sapremaey in the eastern third or
division of the empire; so that the tail of the dragon drew a
third part of the stars of heaven, and did ecast them unto the
earth. What, then, I ask, did Justinian, the Greck emperor, do
but give his power to the beast, and cast the third part of the
stars to the earth, when in 533 he * hastened to subject and
unite to |his) holiness all the priests of the whole East 2 And
also when he determined not to *suffer anything which
belonge ! to the state of the chureh, kowerer manifest and wn-
donbied, that wns agitated, to pass withont the Frowledge of kis
holiness, whom he declared the head of all the haly chwrches
Also, when he declared in his letter to the bishop of Constanti-
nople that the pope of Rome *is the head of all Lishops,” and
that * by decisions and right judgment of his venerable sce,
hereties are corrected 8 Likewise, when he deerced that
“the most blessed bishop of the elder Rome is the first of all the
priesthoo] 17 (See Justinian’s Letlers and Decree, pp. 86-7))

The objeetion frequently arises, why not date the supremaey
of the pope in 553, when Justinian gave him supremacy in the
chiirehi ? The plain answer is, the dragon was to give his seal
as well as his power. But while the Goths held Rome, the
emperor could not give it to the pope. Buat in 538, when the
city came again under the power of the emperor, the power was
in his hands to give his aucient seal to the deast. And he did
it. For after the retreat of the Goths from Rome, and the
complete conguest of the city by Belisarius, Justinizn called
home that general and his army, lewving the pope and Rome to
protect thems=clves. From 538, therefore, the supremacy of the
pope in Rome, the seat of the dragon, properly commences.

But it is again objected, that * the Goths again returned,
after the recall of Belisarius, and retook the eity.” True; but
this only presents another evidence of the supremacy of the
pope i Bome, and that he looked upon himselt as the master
ot the city, For Gibbon informs us that on this oecasion the
pope made a personal journey from Rome to Constantinople, to
aronse the decaving energies of Justinian, and induce himn to
send another army to repel the invaders, And at the instiga-
tion and importunity of the pope, it was done. Narses tle
eunuch, the successor of Belisarius, defeated the Gothis A.D.
ha2, and achieved the conquest of Rome. Gibbon suys: ** As
soon as Narses had paid his devotion to the author of victory,
and the Dblessed virgin, lis peculiar patronesy, he praised,
rewarded, and dismissed the Lombards. Neither the fortifi-
cations of Hadrian's mole, nor of the port, could long delay the
progress of the conqueror; and Justinian once more received
the keys of Rome, which under his reign had been five times
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taken and received ¥ During the reign of the barbarian Kings
in Rome, both the senatorial and consular power o' Rome had
been perpetnated 5 and Justinian, in his laws of 534, recognized
them as then existing,  But in o tranzeript of them, made in
040 says Ruter (Clareh History) no notice whatever is taken
of the consuls.  Bo that Lhetwoeen 435 and 540 it expired.  The
possession of Rome by the pope in 538, and onward, as tho
conquest of Justinian, was a gitt of the dragon, to the bewst,
who slready possessed the drapow’s power as head of the
churehy, and the * truc and effeetive corrector of hereties.”

The forty-tico months' duraticn of the heusl’s power. It has
already been shown that the * fime, times, wud dividing of
time’ of Dan. 7: 25 coutinned 1.260 vears, The power of the
benst was Lo continne forty-two months, the same number of
roph tie days as the above period. That period was to end
v Lk ing away the dominion of the little hiorn, to consnme and
destrey unto the end.  The forty fwo months of the beast were
to clo ¢ by leadineg him info eapt vity, and patting Lim to death
by thesword,  Hlas such an event ocenered ¢ 10 eertainiy Las,
It is ¥ most notorions matier ol hisiory that on Feb. 1o, 1708,
Gen Berthier, at the head of the republican army of Franee,
enter \d the city of Rome aud tock it.  On the 15th of the same
monty, the pope and Lis cardinals were taken prisoners, and
shut “1p in the vatican,  The papzl government was abolished
and Pome and Haly, at the request ot the people, was ereetee
into the Roman republic. The pope was ewrricd enptive to
France, where in 1799 he dicd o prisoner and an exile.  (See
Dr. Clarke on Dan. T: 251 Crole on the Apvealuypse ; Thiers’
istory of the Freneh Rerolutiom.) The government was, in
its administrators, led into captivity, and itsclt abolished by the
power of the French sword.

A more distinet and Jiteral fuliilhinent of propheey never was
recorded than we have in this iastance, From 538, when the
dragon gave his seat to the beast, 1o 1798, when that beast was
led into captivity, was 1,260 years,

Bat, say onr opponents, **thi= conld not he a fulfillment of
the period, for popery now exist: ™ What it it does? 15 it not
in accordance with the propheey that it exists?  Did not the
Revelator foretell the history ol this government subsequently
to its eaptivity, us well as the eaptivity itselt?  lie most cer-
tainly did. Huad popery ceased to bo in 1793, or sitce that
time, the word of prophicey would have been broken.  II the
1,260 years have not expired, ths same scenes must be acted
over again, word for word, that took place in 1708 and since
that time  DBut have we a right to expect it?  Certainly not.
The 1,260 years of pupal rule bave been accomplished pre-
cisely according to the prediction, and it iz all we have n rizht
to expect. It our opponents are dissatishied with this evidenco,
we ask them what they would have: or what evidence would
be sulliciens to satisty them of the fulfillment of the 1,260 years







