
Critique
2011 Doug Mason

doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au



What the Bible 
really says

The Watchtower, page 22

The land enjoyed its sabbathrests; all the time of 

its desolation it rested, until the seventy years were 

completed in fulfillment of the word of the LORD 

spoken by Jeremiah. (2 Chr. 36:21, NIV)

The words cited by the Watchtowerspeak of the 
landenjoying a rest until the Seventy Years of 
servitude to Babylon were completed. These 
words do notƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ άŎŀǇǘƛǾŜǎέ ƻǊ άŜȄƛƭŜǎέΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ 
words do not say how long the land rested.

What the Bible says about the Seventy Years



The Watchtower, page 22

What the Bible 
really says

But when the seventy years are fulfilled, I will 

punish the king of Babylon. (Jer. 25:12, NIV)

All nationswill serve him and his son and his 

grandson until the time for his land comes; then 

many nations and great kings will subjugate him. 

(Jer. 27:7, NIV)

What the Bible 
really says

The Watchtower, page 22

The land enjoyed its sabbathrests; all the time of 

its desolation it rested, until the seventy years were 

completed in fulfillment of the word of the LORD 

spoken by Jeremiah. (2 Chr. 36:21, NIV)

The words cited by the Watchtowerspeak of the 
landenjoying a rest until the Seventy Years of 
servitude to Babylon were completed. These 
words do notƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ άŎŀǇǘƛǾŜǎέ ƻǊ άŜȄƛƭŜǎέΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ 
words do not say how long the land rested.

The Bible says that the Seventy Years was a period 
of servitudeby all nations, and the end of the 
period would be marked by the punishment of 
Babylon.

What the Bible says about the Seventy Years



¢ƘŜ WŜǿǎΩ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ

The Watchtower, page 22

This is the totality of The WatchtowerŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΩǎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ 
that the Jews returned to Babylon in 537 BCE. There is a 
wide range of opinion on the date of this event, and the 
article failed to show how it arrived at that date.
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that the Jews returned to Babylon in 537 BCE. There is a 
wide range of opinion on the date of this event, and the 
article failed to show how it arrived at that date.

The Watchtower, page 22

Actually, the Bible EXPLICITLY says the 70 Years was a 
ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ άǎŜǊǾƛǘǳŘŜέ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ŀƴ 
άŜȄƛƭŜέ ōȅ WǳŘŀƘΦ

The Watchtowercommences the 70 Years after the 
ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΩǎ ƳŜǘƘƻŘ ŘƻŜǎ 
ƴƻǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΩǎ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ
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EVERY Jewish, Christian, and atheist scholar dates the 
destruction at 587/586 BCE.
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The Bible does not state there would be a 70 year exile 
by one of the nations.  It speaks of a 70-year servitude 
to Babylon by all the nations.

The Watchtower, page 22

EVERY Jewish, Christian, and atheist scholar dates the 
destruction at 587/586 BCE.



Isaiah goes on to prophesy: άLǘ Ƴǳǎǘ ƻŎŎǳǊ ƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ Tyremust be forgotten seventy years, the same as 
the days of one kingΦέ όLǎŀƛŀƘ 23:15a) Following the destruction of the mainland city by the Babylonians, the 
island-city of Tyreǿƛƭƭ άōŜ ŦƻǊƎƻǘǘŜƴΦέ

¢ǊǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇƘŜŎȅΣ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŘǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƻƴŜ ƪƛƴƎέτthe Babylonian Empireτthe island-city of Tyrewill not be 
an important financial power.

Jehovah, through Jeremiah, includes Tyreamong the nationsthat will be singled out to drink the wine of His 
ǊŀƎŜΦ IŜ ǎŀȅǎΥ άThese nations will have to serve the king of Babylon seventy yearsΦέ όWŜǊŜƳƛŀƘ нрΥу-17, 22, 27) 

True, the island-city of Tyreis not subject to Babylonfor a full 70 years, since the Babylonian Empire fallsin 539 
B.C.E.

Evidently, ǘƘŜ тл ȅŜŀǊǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ .ŀōȅƭƻƴƛŀΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴτwhen the Babylonian royal 
Řȅƴŀǎǘȅ ōƻŀǎǘǎ ƻŦ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƭƛŦǘŜŘ ƛǘǎ ǘƘǊƻƴŜ ŜǾŜƴ ŀōƻǾŜ άǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ(Isaiah 14:13)

Different nations come under that dominationat different times. But at the end of 70 years, that domination
will crumbleΦέ ςLǎŀƛŀƘΩǎ tǊƻǇƘŜŎȅ L, p. 253 (publisher:Watchtower Bible and Tract Society)

ά¢ƘŜ тл ȅŜŀǊǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ
ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ .ŀōȅƭƻƴΩǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ



ά/ǳƴŜƛŦƻǊƳ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƭŀǊǎ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴέ

Above citations are from The Watchtower, page 22



Information on each 
astronomical tablet fixes 
dates in terms of modern 

calendars

The Watchtower, page 22

ά¢ƘǊŜŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎέ

The Watchtower, page 24

Data on VAT 4956 fixes 
bŜōǳŎƘŀŘƴŜȊȊŀǊΩǎ отth

year at 568/567 BCE



The Watchtower, page 22

ά¢ƘǊŜŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎέ

The Watchtower, page 23

Data on VAT 4956 fixes 
bŜōǳŎƘŀŘƴŜȊȊŀǊΩǎ отth

year at 568/567 BCE

Tens of thousands of tablets record the date of every business, administrative, and temple transaction.

Information on each 
astronomical tablet fixes 
dates in terms of modern 

calendars



The business tabletsconfirm the traditional list of Babylonian kings. 
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The Watchtower, page 24

Information on each 
astronomical tablet fixes 
dates in terms of modern 

calendars
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Data on VAT 4956 fixes 
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The Watchtower, page 23

The Watchtower, page 24

TheWatchtowercannotfind one businessrecord,one
administrationrecord,or one temple recordfor anyof
the extra20yearsits chronologyrequires.

Information on each 
astronomical tablet fixes 
dates in terms of modern 

calendars



Applying dates provided by astronomical tabletsto the business 
tabletsǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŘŀǘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŜŀŎƘ ƳƻƴŀǊŎƘΩǎ ǊŜƛƎƴΦ

The same process provides the date of events, including 539 BCE for 
ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜ ƻŦ .ŀōȅƭƻƴΩǎ Cŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ рут ./9 ŦƻǊ WŜǊǳǎŀƭŜƳΩǎ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴΦ

Information on astronomical 
tablets fixes dates in terms 

of modern calendars

The Watchtower, page 22
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Data on VAT 4956 fixes 
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The business tabletsconfirm the traditional list of Babylonian kings. 



The Watchtower, page 22

ά¢ƘǊŜŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎέ
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calendars

Business tablets 

Information on the chronicles
describe events that are 
historically significant

The Nabonidus
Chronicle describes 
the Fall of Babylon



The Watchtower, page 22

ά¢ƘǊŜŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎέ

Data on VAT 4956 fixes 
bŜōǳŎƘŀŘƴŜȊȊŀǊΩǎ отth

year at 568/567 BCE

Information on each 
astronomical tabletfixes 
dates in terms of modern 

calendars

Business tablets 

Information on the chronicles
describe events that are 
historically significant

The Nabonidus
Chronicle describes 
the Fall of Babylon

Therefore the combination of astronomical tablets, business 
tablets, and chronicles provides the complete chronology of 
the neo-Babylonian period, including all the BCE dates.



The Watchtower, page 24

άbŜƛǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŜ .ŀōȅƭƻƴƛŀƴ /ƘǊƻƴƛŎƭŜǎ ƴƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
.ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ¢ŀōƭŜǘǎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ΦΦΦ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴǘȅέ

The Watchtower, page 24

By themselves, the business tabletsand the chroniclesdo not supply BCE 
dates, whether 587 BCE or 607 BCE.

When the dates derived from the astronomical tabletsare applied to 
these other tablets, they conclusively prove that Jerusalem WAS 
destroyed in 587 BCE.



The Watchtower, page 23ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ƎŀǇǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǊŜǇŀƴŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴǎέ

The Watchtower, pages 23, 24

The Watchtower, page 23



The Watchtower, pages 24, 28
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THE WATCHTOWER SHOWS 

AN OVERLAP, NOT A GAP

from Nebuchadnezzar 

to Amel -Marduk

The Watchtower, pages 24, 28



In the eighth year of the reign of the 

king of Babylon, he took Jehoiachin

prisoner.  (2Ki 24:12)

THE BIBLE SHOWS 

THERE WAS NO GAP

from Nebuchadnezzar 

to Amel -Marduk

1

9

2

3
1 8

In the thirty -seventhyear of the exile of Jehoiachinking of Judah,

in the year Evil -Merodach becameking of Babylon, he released

Jehoiachin king of Judahandfreedhim from prisonon the twenty-

fifth dayof the twelfth month. (Jer52:31, NIV)

This is the number of the people Nebuchadnezzar

carried into exile:  é in his twenty-third year , 745 

Jews taken into exile. (Jer. 52:28, 30)

37 year captivity of Jehoiachin

Zedekiahôs reign
3

7

43 year reign of Nebuchadnezzar

4

3

On the seventh day of the fifth month, in the 

nineteenthyear of Nebuchadnezzarking of 

Babylon, Nebuzaradancommander of the 

imperial guard, an official of the king of Babylon, 

came to Jerusalem.  (2 Ki . 25:8; Jer. 52:12)



Colour
indicates
overlapping
month

CORRECTIONS TO DATES OF 

TABLETS STILL SHOW NO GAP

from Nebuchadnezzar 

to Amel -Marduk

The Watchtowerarticle did not show the corrected dates of 

tablets BM 80920 and BM 55806, or tablet Contenau, XII 58 

from Contratsneo-babyloniensI-II (1927-29)

Correction to the date of tablet BM 55806

BM  55806 has been corrected to ñNbk 10+/5?/43? 

... month appears to be written ITU.AD [month 5]; 

year number highly uncertain, and partly erased.ò

(Corrections and Additions to the Catalogue of the 

Babylonian Tablets in the British Museum, volumes 6-

8, by C.B.F. Walker, 1996. N.B. the date format is 

day/month/year.)

Correction to the date of tablet BM80920

BM  80920 has been corrected to ñ[Amel-

Marduk] 20/7/accò

(Corrections and Additions to the Catalogue of the 

Babylonian Tablets in the British Museum, volumes 6-

8, by C.B.F. Walker, 1996. N.B. the date format is 

day/month/year.)

BM 58872
Accession year

BM 80920 
Accession year

7 84 6

Accession year of Amel-Marduk

3

Month Month Month Month Month

BM 55806
43rd year?

Contenau, XII 58

Dated 26/6/43, this tablet is the last one attested 

to Nebuchadnezzarôs reign. This tablet was not 

mentioned in the Watchtowerarticle.

(Babylonian Chronology, 626 BC ïAD 75, Parker and 

Dubberstein, 1956, page 12. N.B. the date format is 

day/month/year.)

5

Month

Cont. XII 58
43rd year

43rd year of Nebuchadnezzar
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THE WATCHTOWER SHOWS 

AN OVERLAP, NOT A GAP

from Amel -Marduk

to Neriglissar

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 111

BM 61325

2nd year

BM 75489

Accession year

Neriglissar

2

Amel-Marduk

BM 75106

2nd year



RAYMOND DOUGHERTY SHOWS 

AN OVERLAP, NOT A GAP

from Labashi -Marduk

to Nabonidus

(Nabonidusand Belshazzar, Raymond Dougherty, pages 73-74)


