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NO SATAN IN EDEN 

Doug Mason  doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au 

Before discovering where and who Satan is, we need to remove him from the place where Tradition 

has incorrectly placed him—The Garden of Eden (Genesis chapters 2 – 3). This Creation Story clearly 

says that the Serpent was the Deceiver. It never states that Satan was involved. No Scripture says that 

the Serpent was actually Satan. 

We cannot say that Satan appears in Eden.
1
 Nowhere in the Hebrew Bible is there any 

identification made between the serpent and the Devil/Satan.
2
 Eden’s serpent is not 

identified with Satan anywhere in the Hebrew Bible or New Testament.
3
 There is no 

devil, Devil, or DEVIL in the Book of Genesis.
4
 

THE MOST CLEVER SERPENT WAS THE ACTUAL DECEIVER 

Satan had not been invented when Genesis chapters 2 and 3 were written
5
. That Biblical account 

explicitly states that it was the serpent that deceived Eve. 

Not only does the Hebrew Bible fail to identify the Serpent as Satan, “it does not invest snakes, as a 

species with any qualities of evil”
 6

. Scripture explicitly states that Serpent was created by Yahweh-

Elohim (“Jehovah-God”) as the most knowing of all the animals and that he declared this was “good” 

in his divine sight. 

The serpent is quite clearly said to be one of the animals that Yahweh-God created.
7
 

[Genesis] Chapter 3 begins: “Now the serpent was the most knowing of all of the 

animals of the field that Yahweh-God had made.”
8
 

Introduced as “the most clever of all of the beasts of the field that YHWH God had 

made,” the serpent in the Garden of Eden is portrayed as just that: a serpent.
9
 The 

account in Genesis 3 about the serpent in Eden … assumes that the serpent was one of 

the wild animals and that the serpent was ultimately subservient to the LORD God, 

since God made it: 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD 

God had made. (Gen 3:1)
 10

 

The Serpent is presented as “crafty”. In ancient times, serpents were invested with wisdom and as 

symbolising fertility and rebirth. Because it sheds and renews its skin, the snake was associated with 

rebirth and immortality. 

This characterization of the snake emphasizes his wise craftiness … Snakes were a 

symbol in the ancient world of wisdom, fertility, and immortality. Only later was the 

snake in this story seen by interpreters as the devil (see Wis 2.24).
11

 

Through its wisdom, Serpent correctly predicted that when they ate the fruit that God had forbidden 

them, that the eyes of Adam and Eve would be opened and Serpent correctly told Adam and Eve they 

would not die on that day. 
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The snake introduces doubt by rightly predicting the consequences of eating the 

fruit—the humans will not be put to death as implied in the language of 2.17 and their 

eyes will be opened (see v. 7) so they gain wisdom, knowing good and evil.
 
… The 

result is enlightenment: the eyes of both were opened.
12

 

THE HEBREW SCRIPTURES DO NOT RECOUNT THE STORY 

There is no mention in the Hebrew Scriptures of the Adam and Eve story after its appearance at the 

beginning of Genesis. 

Since there is no mention of the Adam and Eve story after its appearance at the 

beginning of Genesis, we can assume that [Satan operating through the Serpent] was a 

later invention and addition.
13

 

The earliest Greek Scripture reference to the Eden story is in positive terms in the Book of Tobit, 

written around 200 BCE. 

The first reactions to the story occur in the later Greek Scriptures, specifically Tobit 

and Sirach, but only in terms favorable to the first parents, with no reference to their 

mishap.
14

 [The Adam story] was a late addition to Genesis, and when it began to be 

noticed, it was mainly in positive terms. (Tob 8:6, citing Gen 2:18).
15

 

The Book of Enoch does not mention the serpent. 

The widely read Book of Enoch … deals lightly with the sin of Adam and Eve without 

mentioning the serpent.
16

 

The Book of Jubilees includes the role and punishment of the serpent but it glosses over Adam’s 

transgression as relatively minor 

The slightly later Book of Jubilees … [includes] the role of the serpent and its 

punishment: the Lord cursed the serpent, and His anger against it would remain 

forever. … The book of Wisdom glosses over Adam’s transgression as relatively 

minor, made good by Wisdom’s direction, leaving him as an exemplar of a good man, 

in contrast to his wicked son, Cain.
17

 

THE SECOND-TEMPLE PERIOD: SATAN SPOKE SNAKE’S WORDS 

In Eve’s account in the apocryphal Apocalypse of Moses of her encounter in Eden with the Snake, she 

says that Satan, who is like an angel, seduced Snake and offered to talk through the Snake on his 

behalf. 

The temptation is thus motivated by Snake, with Satan only enabling Snake’s words to be uttered. 

Snake and Satan are thus differentiated. 

PAUL MADE ADAM RESPONSIBLE FOR UNIVERSAL DEATH 

Paul’s sole reference to the Eden serpent is to its cunning deception of Eve. There is no reason to 

assume that Paul was referring to Satan
18

. 

I promised you in marriage to one husband, to present you as a chaste virgin 

to Christ. But I am afraid that as the serpent deceived Eve by its cunning, 

your thoughts will be led astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ. 

(2 Corinthians 11:2-3, NRSV) 
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The serpent’s cunning is being compared to the distorted message of the “super-

apostles.”
19

 

There are no specific references to Satan in Paul’s genuine letters. The coda at Romans 16:20 is 

connected by almost all modern readers with the Eden serpent
20

, not Satan. 

The God of peace will shortly crush Satan under your feet. The grace of our 

Lord Jesus Christ be with you. (Romans 16:20, NRSV) 

Clement of Rome glosses over the sin of Adam. The Gospels do not mention Adam’s fall; Satan is not 

connected with Adam’s sin; and the sin of Adam only achieves prominence in Paul’s Epistle to the 

Romans, with slighter allusions in 1 and 2 Corinthians. It is mentioned in the Deutero-Pauline First 

Epistle to Timothy, but in a trivial way in order to justify a subordinate role for women
21

. 

Paul associated Adam with the personified Universal Death and Sin, not with a personified Satan. 

Death came through a human being. … All die in Adam. (1 Corinthians 15:21, 

22) 

Paul expands on this idea to the Romans: 

Therefore, just as Sin came into the world through one Man, and Death came 

through Sin, and so Death spread to all because all have sinned —Sin was 

indeed in the World before the Law, but Sin is not reckoned when there is no 

Law. Yet Death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those 

whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the One 

who was to come. (Romans 5:12-14, NRSV) 

Paul here presents Adam as acting alone, and interacting with two personifications: the 

feminine Sin (he Hamartia) and the masculine Death (ho Thanatos). Adam gave admittance 

to Sin, and Sin in turn ushered in Death.
22

 

Paul talks about Sin and Death rather than using diabolical terms 

Paul does not use a great deal of Satan and devil language. He tends to talk more 

about Sin and Death rather than personifying it in diabolical symbols 

Sin, working Death in me through what is Good, in order that Sin might be 

shown to be Sin. (Romans 7:13, NRSV)).
23

 

Paul does not explain how the adversary was linked with Adam’s sin at the beginning. 

Paul nowhere explains how the adversary was linked with Adam’s sin at the 

beginning. … The passages in which Paul links Adam and Christ lack any reference to 

the angel or to the serpent.
24

 

Caution must be exercised before considering the story of Adam and Eve to be a popular episode of 

the Hebrew texts. 

[Paul] alludes only three times [to the story of Adam and Eve]. … In pre-Pauline writings: 

1) Apart from the account in Genesis 2-5, there is no reference at all to Adam and Eve 

in any of the books that became part of the Hebrew Scriptures. 

2) The story is treated briefly in the highly regarded Book of Enoch and Book of 

Jubilees, but not much importance is attached to it. 

3) It does not show up in any of the newly discovered works of the Qumran library (the 

Dead Sea Scrolls). 
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We must therefore be cautious about considering it to be a popular episode of Scripture, or 

thinking it to be highly significant to the authors of the New Testament books, without 

proof.
25

 

When Paul retells the story of Adam and Eve, he lays all blame on the humans (Romans 5:18; cf. 1 

Corinthians 15:21–22). He does not blame fallen angels nor the serpent as the being Satan
26

. 

 

 
The Temptation and Fall in the Garden of Eden, William Blake (1808) 

JESUS’ ONLY COMMENT ON THE EDEN STORY IS NOT TO ANY SATAN 

In the only report of Jesus’ comment on the Eden story, he speaks of Eve’s creation and of the 

command to leave father and mother. 

The only reference Jesus makes to the Adam story in the Gospels … speaks of Eve’s 

creation from Adam’s rib, and the command of leaving father and mother and 

becoming two in one flesh.
27

 

PSEUDO-PAUL DOES NOT CONNECT SATAN WITH EVE’S DECEPTION 

The serpent is not mentioned in the only other time Eve’s deception is mentioned in the New 

Testament. Pseudo-Paul uses the account to teach that women are to remain silent and are to be kept 
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in their place. Although the pseudo-Paul writer speaks elsewhere of Satan, he does not connect Satan 

with Adam and Eve. 

The deception of Eve is mentioned only one other time in the New Testament, 

namely, in a letter written by one of Paul’s disciples in Paul’s name, as if Paul were 

actually the author. This Pseudo-Paul pretends to be writing to Timothy, … and he 

gives him advice on how to keep women in their place: (1 Tim. 2:11-15). Pseudo-Paul 

does not even mention the serpent. … He does speak significantly of Satan 

[elsewhere], but not in connection with the first parents.
28

 

INTERPRETATION OF REV. 12:9 ASSOCIATES SERPENT WITH SATSN 

The common New Testament interpretation that associates Serpent in Eden with Satan is an 

interpretation of Revelation 12:9. 

The most explicit statement of this identification of the serpent with Satan, an 

interpretation … appears in the New Testament book of Revelation. … The text of 

Rev 12:9 reads: “that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan,” and the text 

of Rev 20:2, “the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is called the Devil and Satan.” 

But this common interpretation of the Garden of Eden story, which associates the 

crafty serpent with the cunning Devil, is merely that, an interpretation.
 29

 

The reference in Revelation 12:9 to Satan as “the ancient serpent” probably reflects mythical monsters 

like Leviathan 

Although the author of Revelation describes Satan as “the ancient serpent” 

(Revelation 12:9; 20:2), there is no clear link anywhere in the Bible between Satan 

and Eden’s talking snake. The ancient Near Eastern combat myth motif … typically 

depicted the bad guy as a serpent. The characterization of Leviathan in Isaiah 27 

reflects such myths nicely: 

On that day YHWH will punish 

With his hard and big and strong sword 

Leviathan the fleeing serpent, 

Leviathan the twisted serpent, 

And he will kill the dragon that is in the sea. 

So the reference in Revelation 12:9 to Satan as “the ancient serpent” probably reflects 

mythical monsters like Leviathan rather than the clever, legged, talking creature in 

Eden.
30

 

THE EARLIEST ASSOCIATIONS LIKELY IN THE 2ND CENTURY CE 

Justin Martyr, born in 100 CE, was likely the earliest to associate Satan with Serpent. This means it 

took place after New Testament times. 

After the New Testament is satan clearly understood as the serpent in Eden.
31

 From 

what I [Henry Ansgar Kelly] can ascertain, Justin was the first person to postulate 

Satan’s responsibility for inducing the fall of Adam and Eve. … He simply identifies 

Satan with the Serpent.
32

 

Others followed Justin’s belief that Satan misled Adam and Eve. 
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Theophilus, Bishop of Antioch later on in the second century, and Justin’s student 

Tatian, shared Justin’s belief that Satan first went astray in misleading Adam and Eve, 

and so did the slightly later North African Latin Christian Tertullian.
33

 

Other late accounts—The Life of Adam and Eve (17:4) and Wisdom of Solomon (2:7)—indirectly 

associate Serpent with Devil. (8) (9) 

In the Life of Adam and Eve, a rewritten account of the Adam and Eve story from the 

first century C.E., Eve declares, “The devil answered me through the mouth of the 

serpent” (Life of Adam and Eve 17:4). In another work from the same general period, 

the Wisdom of Solomon, … the serpent is indirectly connected to the Devil: “Through 

the devil’s envy death entered the world” (Wisdom 2:24).
 34

 

JEWS UNDERSTOOD THAT EZEKIEL 28 WAS REFERRING TO ADAM 

Another text used to establish Satan being in Eden is the condemnation of the king of Tyre in Ezekiel 

28, which medieval and modern Christians read as a portrait of Satan and his rebellion against God.  

The linkage initially sounds convincing enough, suggesting as it does a being who 

was originally heavenly and perfect but who fell through pride. There is even a 

reference to the king having been in Eden itself. Yet the text had no such diabolical 

connotations at the time of writing, and Jews historically understood the words to 

refer to Adam rather than Satan.
35

 

Say to the prince of Tyre, Thus says the Lord GOD: 

Because your heart is proud 

and you have said, “I am a god; 

I sit in the seat of the gods, 

in the heart of the seas,” 

yet you are but a mortal, and no god, 

though you compare your mind 

with the mind of a god.  

You are indeed wiser than Daniel; 

no secret is hidden from you; 

by your wisdom and your understanding 

you have amassed wealth for yourself, 

and have gathered gold and silver 

into your treasuries. 

By your great wisdom in trade 

you have increased your wealth, 

and your heart has become proud in your wealth. 

Therefore thus says the Lord GOD: 

Because you compare your mind 

with the mind of a god, 

therefore, I will bring strangers against you, 

the most terrible of the nations; 

they shall draw their swords against the beauty of your wisdom 

and defile your splendor. 

They shall thrust you down to the Pit, 

and you shall die a violent death 

in the heart of the seas. 

Will you still say, “I am a god,” 
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in the presence of those who kill you, 

though you are but a mortal, and no god, 

in the hands of those who wound you? 

You shall die the death of the uncircumcised 

by the hand of foreigners; 

for I have spoken, says the Lord GOD. … 

Raise a lamentation over the king of Tyre, and say to him, Thus says the Lord GOD: 

You were the signet of perfection, 

full of wisdom and perfect in beauty. 

You were in Eden, the garden of God; 

every precious stone was your covering, 

carnelian, chrysolite, and moonstone, 

beryl, onyx, and jasper, 

sapphire, turquoise, and emerald; 

and worked in gold were your settings 

and your engravings. 

On the day that you were created 

they were prepared. 

With an anointed cherub as guardian I placed you; 

you were on the holy mountain of God; 

you walked among the stones of fire. 

You were blameless in your ways 

from the day that you were created, 

until iniquity was found in you. 

In the abundance of your trade 

you were filled with violence, and you sinned; 

so I cast you as a profane thing from the mountain of God, 

and the guardian cherub drove you out 

from among the stones of fire. 

Your heart was proud because of your beauty; 

you corrupted your wisdom for the sake of your splendor. 

I cast you to the ground; 

I exposed you before kings, 

to feast their eyes on you.
36
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