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 Always observe procedures that fully accord with the requirements of all 
locally applicable legislation. 

 

 Keep in mind that Jehovahôs Witnesses (JWs) are known to disobey the 
Watchtower Bible and Tract Societyôs (WTSôs) edicts concerning the 

medical use of blood. The official voice of the organization does not 

represent the views held by every JW. 

 

 Never allow personal religious beliefs to impede the making and 
execution of a proper decision. 

 

 It is not the purpose of this Guide either to advocate or to deny the 
provision of a specific medical procedure, whether using blood or not. 

That decision must only be made by a medical professional working with 

their patient. 

 

 This Guide is not an advocate for the WTS, hence the Guide does not 

detail the current conditions under which the WTS permits or denies the 

use of blood or any of its components. 
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INTRODUCTION 
The first book of the Hebrew Scriptures records that Noah, his family and the animals on his 

boat survived a Great Flood. After land reappeared, they stepped on it and Noah gave thanks. 

Noah built an altar to [YHWH] and, taking some of all the clean animals 

and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it.  [YHWH] smelled the 

pleasing aroma.1 

Then God (ELOHIM) blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them, 

Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth. The fear and dread of 

you will fall upon all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air, 

upon every creature that moves along the ground, and upon all the fish of 

the sea; they are given into your hands. Everything that lives and moves 

will be food for you. Just as I gave you the green plants, I now give you 

everything. But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood still in it.2 

This dietary instruction was aimed at ensuring a beast was dead before its flesh was eaten. 

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society (WTS) extends this dietary instruction to include 

human blood, although God did not intend for a humanôs flesh to be eaten, nor for humans to 

be killed for that purpose. The WTS is aware that a transfusion is not eating but is an organ 

transfer, a process it is otherwise not averse to. 

Blood is often likened to an organ of the body, ñBlood is one of the many 

organsðincredibly wonderful and unique,ò Dr. Bruce Lenes told Awake! 

Unique indeed! One textbook describes blood as ñthe only organ in the 

body thatôs a fluidò.3 

The WTS says this dietary instruction to Noah means a Jehovahôs Witness (JW) may not 

permit the injection of either whole blood or certain parts of blood, whether human or animal, 

into their body. The WTS leaves the decision whether to accept the medical use of some parts 

of human and animal blood to a JWôs conscience. 

 

The WTS permits the vaccination of products made from blood 

The WTS also permits the vaccination of products made from blood. And it appears that the 

WTS does not provide instructions regarding the use of specific oral medications that contains 

blood.4 And these oral medications require blood components to be swallowed. 

                                                 
1
 Genesis 8:20 ï 21, NIV 

2
 Genesis 9:1 ï 4 , NIV 

3
 Awake! August 2006, page 3 

4
 Such a list is being compiled at NoBlood Guide to Medicines Containing Blood Components and 

Fractions at http://www.noblood.org/community/3225-noblood-guidelines-to-medicines-containing-
blood-components-fractions.html  

http://www.noblood.org/community/3225-noblood-guidelines-to-medicinesdicines-containing-blood-components-fractions.html
http://www.noblood.org/community/3225-noblood-guidelines-to-medicinesdicines-containing-blood-components-fractions.html
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FREEDOM TO CHOOSE 

A significant number of non-JWs are choosing to receive medical procedures without the use 

of blood. When that is their right, they are perfectly entitled to exercise it. They have 

considered the available information and have made a deliberate and reasoned decision. 

One objective of this Guide is to provide medical care facilities with information that helps 

them develop systems that ensure a JW patient is freely able to make their own decisions 

concerning the medical use of blood. 

INFORMATION FOR COUNSELORS 

Providers of medical care carry out their duties to protect and preserve life. When their patient 

is a Jehovahôs Witness (JW), the providers of medical services may find medical procedures 

are more difficult, with their patients possibly face increased risks. 

This Guide provides professional counselors with  

Á Relevant objective information about JWs that should help in the counseling process 

and in the management of a JW patient, to the genuine benefit of the Counselor and 

the patient. 

Á An understanding of the causes for a JWôs struggle and hence hopefully help a 
professional to better manage a situation. 

Á Suggestions for procedures that respond to strategies employed by the Watchtower 

Society (WTS). 

Á Information that should be considered when formal Procedures and Laws are 

formulated or reviewed. 

WEB SITE REFERENCES IN THE GUIDE 

References to web sites appear throughout this Guide. These sites provide additional 

information and the reader should consult them. Supplying references to web sites reduces the 

amount of secondary material contained within the Guide and allows the reader to select 

topics for further study. 

This does not mean that a referenced web site endorses everything contained within this 

Guide. Nor does this mean that this Guide endorses everything contained on the referenced 

web site. The Reader must exercise due caution. 

STRUCTURE OF THE GUIDE 

UNDERSTANDING THE JWôS ENVIRONMENT  

Key strategies employed by the WTS 

 Theocracy 

 Theocratic War Strategy 

 Marking, disfellowshiping and shunning 

 Patient confidentiality can be broken 

 Past decisions create present dilemmas 

 Management of prepared documentation 

HANDLING THE SITUATIO N 

Responding to the WTSôs strategies 

 Relating with a Hospital Liaison Committee 

 A decision of conscience 

 Practical considerations 

 Real-life communications between a JW Elder and the WTS. 
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SECTIONS IN THE GUIDE ON ñUNDERSTANDING THE JWôS ENVIRONMENTò 

To enforce its directives, including its edicts concerning the medical use of blood, the WTS 

employs several complementary strategies. These directly impact every JW, and hence affect 

the effectiveness of any professional counseling. The WTSôs key strategies are outlined below 

and are described in the following Sections. 

THEOCRACY (page 6) 

The WTS tells its followers that it alone occupies the unique position of being Godôs direct 

voice towards humankind. To doubt the WTS is to doubt God himself. The WTS says that 

holy spirit is an impersonal force available only to a select small group (ñThe Electò) within 

their organization. 

The WTS moved from a democracy to ñtheocracyò in 1938. The term theocracy means a 

ñrule by God or by priestsò. For the WTS, this means direct personal involvement by Jehovah 

God in the WTSôs operations, with a strictly enforced ñtop-downò control. 

Being under theocratic control means a JW always defers to it, and will ignore any 

contradictory advice given by a person who represents another organization. 

THEOCRATIC WAR STRATEGY (page 10) 

To further its cause, the WTS invokes its Theocratic War Strategy. Under this practice, the 

WTS defines a ñlieò as being an untruth that is told to a person who deserves to know the 

truth. Thus the nature of the recipient defines whether something said by the WTS is honest or 

not. 

The WTS says that under this strategy it is perfectly acceptable for it to withhold information 

and to be evasive. The WTS practices this strategy towards other organizations, to protect 

itself from enquiry, and towards its own followers, to protect itself from searching questions. 

MARKING, DISFELLOWSHIPING AND SHUNNING (page 14) 

Since JWs are taught that salvation is possible only through the WTS, it is critical for a JW to 

remain within it, at any cost to themselves. To be cast outside the organization is to be 

damned, eternally lost, outside Godôs kingdom rule. 

The WTS employs an internal judicial system, involving their Elders, to determine the 

worthiness of a professed JW. When a professed JW is deemed no longer worthy of 

fellowshiping with the organization, the JW is ñdisfellowshipedò, without a public reason ever 

being provided. 

Fears associated with such disfellowshiping and its consequences can adversely affect a JWôs 

autonomy in medical decision-making. Acceptance of certain medical procedures could easily 

threaten a JWôs future ability to be with family and close friends who are still within the 

religion. 

It is not unknown for a JW to report to the Elders doubts being expressed within the home by 

their spouse. The Elders would conduct an enquiry, often in secret, make their decision and 

then announce to the congregation, without providing any reasons, that the JW had been 

disfellowshiped. Their decision means the expulsion and shunning of the doubting JW. 

A Counselor must therefore be judicious when deciding whom they confide with. The patient 

should be told that the medical system will not reveal their decisions to anyone, not even to 

their spouse, without their explicit permission. 

By far the most powerful deterrent to a wavering JW accepting blood in contradiction to the 

WTSôs edicts is the organizationôs policy of ñshunningò.5 

                                                 
5
 ñDiscipline That Can Yield Peaceable Fruitò Watchtower 15 April 1988, pp 26 ï 31 
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When a JW is removed from the organization, they are denied social contact with current 

members. While this may not impact within an ex-JWôs direct family (spouse and children) in 

terms of legal relationship, spouses are required to avoid all spiritual interaction with their 

mate. Adult children living independently are taught to avoid any and all social interchange 

except for essential family business. The ex-member is treated as ñdeadò by all other 

believers, including their loved relations. All contact is broken, members walk on the other 

side of a road, there can be no greeting or acknowledgement. The effects of this organized 

shunning are powerful and life altering.  

Because Witnesses' social life generally revolves around association with 

fellow believers, being shunned can isolate a member in a very powerful 

way. Being disfellowshipped can be devastating if everyone in a member's 

social circle participates in the shunning. Witnesses are expected to shun 

family members, except those living in the same household. é  

Once the person has moved out from home, shunning is generally 

practiced. The organization discourages association with disfellowshipped 

family members living outside the home. 6 

It is critically important for a Counselor to carefully understand the pressure that this teaching 

is likely to have on their efforts. But a Counselor has no right to initiate a discussion with a 

patient on the merits of the WTSôs disfellowshiping process. 

WTS: PATIENT CONFIDENTIALITY CAN BE BROKEN (page 17) 

Since the WTS considers it is the sole representative of Godôs government on earth, it says 

that its needs stand supreme over the laws of earthly governments. This is manifested through 

actions such as a JW not recognizing a countryôs head of state or its flag, nor do they vote. 

With respect to laws pertaining to patient confidentiality, the WTS sees its need to know as 

surpassing any stated legal requirements. The organization wants patient information to 

enable it to exert pressure on JWs, who know their decisions are likely be reported to the 

Elders for their action. The WTS rationalizes that this illegal, unethical and immoral action is 

required in order to keep the congregation ñcleanò and ñpureò. 

THE PAST CREATES PRESENT DILEMMAS (page 20) 

The history of the WTSôs handling of the medical use of blood casts a shadow forwards, 

helping to put the present into context, showing how previous pronouncements have resulted 

in todayôs decisions. The evolution of the WTSôs stance has caused it the dilemmas it faces 

today. 

MANAGEMENT OF PREPARED DOCUMENTATION (page 26) 

The WTS is concerned that in the pressure of a medical environment, a JW might demonstrate 

disloyalty to its current teachings. To be confident that a JW will take the WTSôs position, the 

WTS issues prepared forms to each baptized JW, declaring the bearerôs convictions as set out 

by the WTS. These forms are issued, signed and witnessed within the group through a tightly 

controlled process. 

When validated as directed by the WTS, the process may be seen as displaying a JWôs loyalty 

to the organization. But given the carefully managed manner employed by the WTS to have 

forms validated, there could be serious doubts that a completed form truly represents a 

bearerôs genuine convictions. For a medical service provider to consider a document or card 

to be valid, there must be no suggestion of duress, physical or otherwise, during the validation 

process. 

                                                 
6
 http://experts.about.com/e/p/pr/Practices_of_Jehovah's_Witnesses.htm 

http://experts.about.com/e/p/pr/Practices_of_Jehovah's_Witnesses.htm
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SECTIONS IN THE GUIDE ON ñHANDLING THE SITUATIONò 

RELATING WITH A HOSPITAL LIAISON COMMITTEE (page 31) 

The WTS set up a system that enables any medical care provider to receive information 

directly from the WTSôs Hospital Information Services (HIS) located at the organizationôs 

Headquarters. The interface with the medical care providers is provided by the WTSôs 

Hospital Liaison Committees (HLC). 

Armed with information provided in this Guide, medical and legal professionals are better 

able to operate a meaningful interface with HLCs that is in the best interest of their patientôs 

well-being. 

The community needs to ask itself if its cooperation with the WTS means the community is 

giving tacit approval to the WTSôs methods, which are at best dubious, with some appearing 

to be illegal. 

A DECISION OF CONSCIENCE (page 34) 

The WTS has approved a number of products derived from blood, human and animal, that 

may be used in medical procedures. Many JWs find the list difficult to understand and apply. 

Additionally, the WTS tells JWs they are now able to exercise their conscience whether to 

accept a permitted blood-based product or not. When a JW does not comprehend the reasons, 

how well can they use their conscience to arrive at a decision? 

The wisest choice is for a JW patient to heed the medical advice and not tell anyone of their 

decision or the doctorôs actions. 

Contrary to general expectations, many JWs are prepared to go against the strict teachings of 

the WTS. And the WTS is fully aware of this. Despite the enormous pressure on JWs to 

maintain validated ñNo bloodò documents; despite the enormous pressure to be loyal to the 

organization; despite the fear of being disfellowshiped; despite the enormous consequences, 

there are JWs who question the WTS. 

PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS (page 40) 

Having described the environment that directly impacts a JW patientôs wellbeing, the Guide 

considers practical aspects that administrators and legislators should address. Professionals 

need to have systems that take account of the WTSôs strategies. Professionals focus on the 

welfare of the JW patient whereas the strategies of the WTS focus on protecting itself. 

REAL-LIFE COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN A JW ELDER AND THE WTS (page 44) 

Generally, JWôs do not express their doubts with WTS teachings, not even within the family 

circle. When a JW writes to the WTS to express their difficulties, the JW has thought long 

and carefully about the issues, but more importantly, about the possible consequences. It 

could mean the end of their association with lifelong friends and complete separation from 

their loved family. 

Thus a series of communications between a JW Elder and the WTS provides a rare insight 

into issues raging in the minds of many JWs, as well as showing the WTSôs Theocratic War 

Strategy in action. 
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THEOCRACY 
 

A Counselorôs work should be greatly assisted when they understand the Jehovahôs Witnessôs 

(JWôs) religious environment, since this impacts every decision a JW makes. 

This does not mean that a Counselor should become involved in discussing the merits of the 

JWôs religious system nor should they discuss the meaning or application of passages in the 

Bible. Rather, an understanding of the JWôs religious environment helps a Counselor to better 

understand the difficulties a JW has in accepting guidance from a Counselor. 

TWO SPIRITUAL CLASSES 

There are two religious Classes: 

 The ñFaithful and Discreet Slave (ñFDSò) classò 

This Class numbers just 144,000, and includes worthy people from the past 2000 

years. Today, only a small number claim to be members of this elite group. Virtually 

all are already in heaven, ruling the earth with Christ, on behalf of the Kingdom of 

God. 

This Class is known variously as ñBrothers (of Christ)ò, ñLittle Flockò, ñElectò, 

ñAnointed servant of Jehovahò, and so on. Only this Class is ñborn again of the 

spiritò, only this Class has the heavenly hope. Jesus Christ died for only these 

144,000. 

 The millions of adherents 

These are the ñPublishersò, known as Jehovahôs Witnesses7 or more correctly as 

ñChristian witnesses of Jehovahò, or simply ñChristiansò. These form the Class 

known as ñThe Great Crowdò. 

They are not ñborn againò. Since Jesus did not die for this class and since they do not 

have ñholy spiritò, it is incumbent on JWs to exercise unquestioning loyalty to 

anything the organization requires. 

Their hope is to survive the imminent Armageddon and to live thereafter on earth, 

where they will exert authority over those who currently rule the earth. 

THE GOVERNING BODY 

The Governing Body (ñGBò) is the sole representative on earth of the Kingdomôs ñFaithful 

and Discreet Slaveò class that is already ruling in heaven. 

The GB alone is responsible for passing on Jehovah Godôs instructions towards humankind. 

All doctrinal control thus lies with the GB. 

The GB teaches that it is the only voice on earth through whom Godôs government (The 

Kingdom) speaks to mankind. All other governments and all other institutions belong to 

Satan, and must not be heeded. 

THEOCRATIC RULE 

The organization declares that in 1938 it moved from a democracy to a ñtheocracyò (a rule by 

god or by priests). Since that time, every JW must remain in step with all instructions coming 

down through the leadership. 

                                                 
7
 Technically, the word ñWitnessò should be spelt with a small ñwò. 
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Theocratic appointment permeates every part of the organization. It is 

directed from the top, from Jehovah God himself, down.8 

A JW may change step only when the leadership, the ñFaithful and Discreetò slave class, 

changes its instructions. 

The organization is interested in loyalty, the leadership decides what is truth. The 

organization employs several methods that are designed to ensure its requirements are 

complied with. Key methods are presented in this Guide. 

THE WATCH TOWER SOCIETY 

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society (ñWTSò) is the legal governing agency for 

Jehovahôs Witnesses. It is an agency for administering matters. The WTS produces the 

organizationôs materials, prints and distributes Bibles and literature, trains people, provides 

buildings, arranges world-wide assemblies, and so on. The GB uses the WTS as an 

ñadministrative agencyò, an instrument in behalf of the work of the ñFaithful and Discreet 

Slaveò (FDS) class. 

The WTS includes an administration that is dedicated to work with JWs and the medica l 

fraternity regarding the medical use of blood. The WTS produces the relevant documentation 

and the processes for implementing its stance. This Guide discusses the WTSôs roles 

concerning blood. 

9 

OBEDIENCE TO THE WTSôS TEACHINGS 

A Jehovahôs Witness follows the adjustable teachings of the WTS because of WHOM  the 

Governing Body claims to be, REGARDLESS OF WHAT it is currently teaching. In the 

words of the old Hymn: ñTrust and Obeyò, but in this case the objects are the Governing 

Body and the Watchtower Society. 

The WTS instructs JWs that the organization is the sole voice on earth of Godôs ruling 

Kingdom. The WTSôs expectation is simple ï completely unquestioned loyalty to the 

                                                 
8
 The Watchtower, June 15 1957, òOverseers of Jehovahôs Peopleò page 371 

9
 Diagram is based on The Watchtower, December 15, 1971, page 749 
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organization is paramount. All other voices are of Satanôs kingdom, who ñmay appear as an 

angel of lightò. 

THE WTS DEMANDS STRICT UNITY AND COMPLETE TRUST 

The WTS expects strictest unity. When the GB adjusts its thinking, God had decided to 

provide them with added light. Thus any alterations are not the fault of the Governing Body. 

JWs are expected to accept such change without question, and to remain lock-stepped with 

the WTS, whatever the GBôs current teachings.10 

Respect for Jehovahôs organization means to trust our proved, faithful 

brothers. These are the ones who through much hardship and experience 

have demonstrated that the spirit of God is with them. The rich blessing 

that has been poured out upon the visible organization is evidence that the 

governing body and those who represent it are deserving of our full 

support and trust. This we can demonstrate only by accepting every 

provision as coming from the Lord through the ñfaithful and discreet 

slave.ò 11 

Showing respect for Jehovahôs organization really resolves itself down to 

our attitude toward Godôs visible channel and the trust that we place in our 

proved, faithful brothers.12 

It is vital that we appreciate this fact and respond to the directions of the 

ñslaveò [Governing Body] as we would to the voice of God, because it is 

His provision.13 

 

                                                 
10

 JWôs know the organization as The Truth, but it appears to be concerned with loyalty, rather than 

with absolute truth. 

11
 The Watchtower, May 1, 1957, page 281 ñTrust your proved, Faithful Brothersò 

12
 The Watchtower, May 1, 1957, page 284 ñTrust your proved, Faithful Brothersò 

13
 The Watchtower, June 15, 1957, page 370 ñOverseers of Jehovahôs People: Jehovahôs Channel of 
Communicationò 
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THE JWôS MOTHER AND GODôS BELOVED WIFE 

Through its Watchtower magazine, the WTS declares that the organization is ñour mother and 

the beloved wife of our heavenly Father, Jehovah Godò: 

The great motherly organization of God arrayed with the heavenly light of 

truth and righteousness, walking in the pathway of divine light, with 

perfect organizational light brightening and adorning her mind, how 

happily we can exclaim: óThis woman is the spouse of the universal King 

of whom it is written, ñGod is light,ò and in her heavenly position she can 

worthily bring forth his royal heavenly creation.ô14 

With thankful hearts we acknowledge Godôs mercy and gratefully and 

willingly show our respect for Jehovahôs organization, for she is our 

mother and the beloved wife of our heavenly Father, Jehovah God. 15 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
14

 The Watchtower, May 1, 1957, page 284 ñTrust your proved, Faithful Brothersò 

15
 The Watchtower, May 1, 1957, page 285 ñTrust your proved, Faithful Brothersò 
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THEOCRATIC WAR STRATEGY 

THEOCRATIC WAR STRATEGY 

When a person who is not a Jehovahôs Witness (JW), such as a professional counselor, 

communicates with the Watchtower Society (WTS), they would naturally expect the WTSôs 

representative to be completely open and frank with the truth. If that is the counselorôs 

expectation, they have made a serious mistake. 

The WTSôs official policy is to hide the truth when this is in the organizationôs interests. This 

is termed ñTheocratic War Strategyò. 

Theocratic war strategy, hiding the truth by action and word for the sake of 

the ministry.16 

The WTS says it is legitimate for a Jehovahôs Witness (JW) to withhold information when 

this protects the organization. 

While malicious lying is definitely condemned in the Bible, this does not 

mean that a person is under obligation to divulge truthful information to 

people who are not entitled to it.17 

This is not a slip, for the WTS repeats itself in another of its publications. 

While malicious lying is wrong in Jehovahôs eyes, a person is not 

obligated to divulge truthful information to people who are not entitled to 

it. 18 

The WTS says that for a statement to be a ñlieò depends on who is receiving the information. 

Lie : The opposite of truth. Lying generally involves saying something 

false to a person who is entitled to know the truth and doing so with the 

intent to deceive or to injure him or another person.19 

Under its Theocratic War Strategy, the WTS says it is perfectly acceptable to ñhide the truthò, 

ñmisdirectò, and ñbe evasiveò: 

The talk ñCautious as Serpents Among Wolvesò é showed that the 

Scriptures justify the ñwar strategyò of hiding true facts from the enemy.20 

Godôs Word commands: ñSpeak truth each of you with his neighbor.ò 

(Eph. 4:25) This command, however, does not mean that we should tell 

everyone who asks us all he wants to know. We must tell the truth to one 

who is entitled to know, but if one is not so entitled we may be evasive. 

But we may not tell a falsehood. é 

As a soldier of Christ, [the JW] is in theocratic warfare and he must 

exercise added caution when dealing with Godôs foes. Thus the Scriptures 

show that for the purpose of protecting the interests of Godôs cause, it is 

proper to hide the truth from Godôs enemies. é  

                                                 
16

 ñUse Theocratic War Strategyò, The Watchtower May 1 1957, page 285 

17
 Insight (it-2), Vol 2, page 245, art. ñLieò (emphases provided) 

18
 The Watchtower, December 15, 1993, page 25 (emphases provided) 

19
 Insight (it-2), Vol 2, page 244, art. ñLieò (italics provided) 

20
 ñAssembly Realizations Exceed Anticipationsò The Watchtower, May 15 1960, p. 295 (emphases 

supplied). 
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When faced with the alternative of speaking and betraying his brothers or 

not speaking and being held in contempt of court, the mature Christian 

will put the welfare of his brothers ahead of his own. 21 

Hiding the truth, which he is not entitled to know, from an enemy does not 

harm him, especially when he would use such information to harm others 

who are innocent. éIn time of spiritual warfare it is proper to misdirect 

the enemy by hiding the truth. é  

Godôs servants é need to exercise the extreme caution of serpents so as to 

protect properly the interests of Godôs kingdom é At all times they must 

be very careful not to divulge any information to the enemy that he could 

use to hamper the preaching work. 22 

The above statement appears in the same issue of The Watchtower magazine that calls the 

organization ñour mother and the beloved wife of our heavenly Father, Jehovah Godò. 

CONTROLLING INFORMATION TO RESEARCHERS 

ñTheocratic War Strategyò includes managing information to researchers. In the following 

letter, the WTS issued official directions on handling inquiries from researchers, instructing 

that any attempt to contact individual JWs shall be prevented, in case the JW provided their 

own views and not those of the organization. 

TO ALL BODIES OF ELDERS IN THE UNITED STATES 

Dear Brothers: 

Recently, academic researchers who say that they are interested in 

conducting surveys of religious community activities have contacted the 

Elders of a number of congregations. Since there is a need to be careful 

about the nature of surveys and how such information will be used, we are 

providing direction for a qualified Elder representing the congregation to 

follow, provided your congregation is asked to participate in such a 

survey. Some of the points to have in mind are as follows: é 

If there are survey forms, it might be kindly explained that Jehovah's 

Witnesses have considerable information in their publications that would 

no doubt answer some of the questions they are asking. é 

This approach is far more advantageous in giving a witness and providing 

information than having various members of the congregation taking the 

time needed to fill out survey forms carefully and accurately. While in 

some instances we can cooperate with research projects including surveys-

we certainly want to avoid having [JWs] expressing personal viewpoints 

that may not be in line with the Bible principles that really govern each 

[JWôs] conduct and the united efforts of the brotherhood to carry out 

Jehovah's will.23 

This shows that the WTS knows individual JWs hold personal views that are not consistent 

with current Watchtower teachings. It also shows why answers from WTS representatives do 

not accurately depict the beliefs held by the population of individual Jehovahôs Witnesses. 

These official representatives are trained to say what the WTS teaches, no matter what 

personal views are held by individual members. 

                                                 
21

 ñQuestions from Readersò, The Watchtower June 1 1960, page 351 (emphases supplied). 

22
 The Watchtower, May 1 1957, pages 285ð286 (emphases supplied). 

23
 Letter of April 25, 2001 from ñThe Christian Congregation of Jehovahôs Witnessesò, Patterson, NY. 
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The WTS is acknowledging that an objective survey of beliefs obtained from firsthand, direct 

contact with individual JWs would reveal that seriously divergent beliefs are held, with many 

holding views that do not accord with official WTS teaching. Efforts by the WTS to have its 

own views accepted as representing the views of all JWs would be seriously undermined if 

such a research effort was documented. 

In its January 2002 monthly leaflet outlining congregation meetings (the Kingdom Ministry), 

the Watchtower published the following announcement: 

Researchers and others have contacted a number of brothers, seeking 

information about Jehovahôs Witnesses and our organization. They have 

requested that survey forms be completed, supplying answers to questions 

related to our beliefs and teachings. If such individuals approach a 

congregation publisher, he should provide the name of the presiding 

overseer. The Elders can handle such inquiries and make an appropriate 

response based on a letter addressed to all bodies of Elders, dated April 25, 

2001 

THEOCRATIC WAR STRATEGY EMPLOYED IN WTSôS BOOKLETS ON BLOOD 

In 1977, the WTS released its 64-page booklet Jehovahôs Witnesses and the Question of 

Blood (QB). The booklet canvasses religious, biological, ethical, moral and medical issues. 

A point-by-point analysis of QB in my publication The Watchtower's Handling of Blood 24 

shows how the WTS employs its Theocratic War Strategy throughout its booklet. Analysis 

shows continual misquotations, misrepresentations, selective quotations, information being 

withheld, and verifiable evidences distorted. The analysis also shows that the WTSôs 

interpretation of blood in Scripture is unsound and untenable. 

In 1990, the WTS released a pamphlet ñHow Can Blood Save Your Life?ò In a detailed 

analysis of that pamphlet in her article Jehovahôs Witnesses, Blood Transfusions, and the Tort 

of Misrepresentation,25 Kerry Louderback-Wood26 came to the same conclusions: 

The Society has grossly misrepresented (page 108) é The Society twists 

writersô actual words out of context. (110) é The Society omits (111) é 

Create[s] a false impression (112) é The Society fails to inform the reader 

(112) é The Society omits the articleôs discussion (113) é The Society 

distorts é presents its followers with a misleading, myopic interpretation 

(117) é (The Society) unfortunately does not tell its readers (118) é The 

article cited [by the WTS] does not contain [the WTSôs] proposition 

(120)é More telling, however, is the self-incriminating information that 

the Society omitted (page 124) é  

The pamphletôs most puzzling aspect is its scant discussion of the 

Societyôs allowing individual Witnesses personal decision to accept blood 

components, a policy in place for many years prior to its printing. (125) 

The pamphlet appears intentionally ambiguous, if not contradictory, as 

blood components are never mentioned in its medical alternatives section, 

banned altogether in its legal section, yet inexplicably allowed in one 

statement near the end. (126) 

                                                 
24

 Available at no cost at http://www.jwstudies.com/blood  

25
 Journal Of Church And State, Autumn 2005, Vol. 47, Baylor University 

26
 A practicing attorney and a JW until her adulthood. 

http://www.jwstudies.com/blood
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When taken together, the misrepresentations serve to warp the follower ôs 

mind regarding the actual medical and historical perspective. The Society 

deceives its followers. (125) 

THEOCRATIC WAR STRATEGY EMPLOYED TOWARDS JWS 

Since a JW should be entitled to know the truth, the WTS should not withhold anything from 

its followers, and should be completely open towards its own people. 

However, correspondence between JW Elder Jensen and the WTS shows that the WTS does 

apply its War Strategy internally. Their correspondence is summarized later in this Guide and 

is provided in full at http://www.jwtruth.com/articles/BloodJensenLettersText.aspx. 

ñBAD NEWSò STORIES EMPLOYED 

The WTS places added pressure on JWs, using only ñbad newsò stories about the medical use 

of blood and painting rosy pictures of treatments employing blood substitutes. The WTS 

never writes about the far greater risks when treatment with blood is refused. It glosses over 

the ñbad newsò stories when blood substitutes are employed. 

The WTS provides JWs with a distorted, unbalanced account of the medical application of 

blood, which prevents JWs making informed decisions. 

HALF-TRUTHS TOLD 

The WTS says that a JWôs decision to refuse blood affects the quality of treatment they 

receive. While this may be true, it is only half the story. 

[JWs] obey the Bible command to ñkeep abstaining from blood,ò insisting 

on nonblood medical management. And this choice often results in a 

higher quality of treatment.27 

Since the refusal to accept blood means the outcomes for JWs is invariably made worse, 

medical managers have to raise the level of treatment being provided. 

The WTS does not provide JWs with the statistical and medical reports, freely available on 

the www, that show the added burden and greater risks that are the outcome of its position on 

blood. 

It is being evasive, withholding all the facts from their own followers. 
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 Awake! August 2006, page 12 

http://www.jwtruth.com/articles/BloodJensenLettersText.aspx
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MARKING, DISFELLOWSHIPING AND SHUNNING 
The Watchtower Societyôs (WTSôs) expelling practice is a most powerful tool for eliminating 

dissent. The Jehovahôs Witnessôs (JWs) knowledge of the devastating impact of being 

expelled controls their words and decisions. This, in turn, hinders the work of counselors. 

ELDERS MANAGE THE EXPELLING 

The expelling process is managed by the Elders: 

An individual who óhas committed serious sinsô needs the attention of [the Elders]. 

é Usually a committee of three Elders is designated to handle a case of grave 

wrongdoing.28 

It is not unknown for a family member to report dissent to the Elders, resulting in an enquiry 

and probable drastic action. This makes it quite difficult for JWs to discuss their concerns 

within the family home or from a hospital bed, even with their closest and dearest loved ones. 

A JW must therefore be very careful about what they say in front of the family group. The 

patientôs Counselor must be very sensitive to this situation and act appropriately. 

MARKING 

Marking means that JWs minimize social involvement with a JW who is said by the Elders to 

be deviating from the WTSôs teachings. The supposed intention is to shame that JW. 

What if there is someone who is significantly deviating from Godôs 

principles? é The Elders [try] to help him, but he [might] persist and may 

be affecting others in the congregation or presenting a danger to others. é 

[JWs] might feel obliged to ómarkô the person. é That would mean your 

curtailing social involvement with the ñmarkedò person. é You personally 

would avoid the company of the ñmarkedò person. é It is to be hoped that 

the ñmarkedò individual will become ashamed. He may realize that é you 

are avoiding his social company. 29 

DISFELLOWSHIPING AND DISASSOCIATION 

Being disfellowshiped or considered disassociated is totally soul-destroying for a JW. To be 

out of the organizationôs domain is to be cast out with the damned, into Satanôs kingdom. 

ñDisfellowshipingò is what Jehovahôs Witnesses appropriately call the 

expelling and subsequent shunning of é an unrepentant wrongdoer. 30 

In the latest iteration of its teachings on blood, the WTS no longer disfellowships a JW who 

conscientiously accepts the medical use of blood. Rather, says the WTS, the JW has 

disassociated themselves through their action. But the outcome is the same ï the JW is no 

longer within the bounds of the only organization where God is actually and really present. 

SHUNNING 

The JWôs greatest fear is the WTSôs policy of ñshunningò. With this policy, JWs including 

friends, family and loved ones, are forbidden from making any contact or acknowledging a 

disfellowshiped ex-JW. The only JWs who may still communicate with an ex-member are 

their spouse and children while they are living in the same home. 

                                                 
28

 Happy Are Those Whom God Corrects, Watchtower September 1, 1981 pp. 21 

29
 Happy Are Those Whom God Corrects, Watchtower September 1, 1981 pp. 20-21 

30
 DisfellowshipingðHow to View It, Watchtower September 15, 1981 pp. 22 
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[An ex-JW] can no longer converse with members of the [JW] 

congregation.31 

A person who disassociates themselves has the same experience ï it is no longer possible to 

have any contact with JWs, even with their own relatives. 

By avoiding persons who have deliberately disassociated themselves, 

Christians are protected from possible critical, unappreciative, or even 

apostate views. 32 

ALL CONTACT IS DENIED 

ñShunningò means all socialization is denied, even with close loved ones. This places an 

enormous pressure in a patientôs mind as they consider the likely consequences of their 

decision. The despair has led disfellowshiped JWs to suicide33. 

[The expelling process] rules out social fellowship, too, such as joining an 

expelled person in a picnic or party, ball game, trip to the beach or theater, 

or sitting down to a meal with him.34 

 
The WTS demands the complete breakdown 

of loving relationships within families 

Because of the exclusive nature of the organization, the people within the congregation had 

been the ex-JWs only friends for many years. The prospect of being completely cast adrift and 

totally cut away is a mighty disincentive to disobedience in word or in deed. 

A man who is disfellowshiped or who disassociates himself may still live 

at home with his [JW] wife and faithful children é normal family 

affections and dealings can continue. The situation is different if the 

disfellowshiped or disassociated one is a relative living outside the 

immediate family circle and home. It might be possible to have almost no 

contact at all with the relative. é This may be difficult because of 

                                                 
31

 Discipline That Can Yield Peaceable Fruit, Watchtower April 15 1988, p 29 

32
 Discipline That Can Yield Peaceable Fruit, Watchtower April 15 1988, pp 27 

33
 Who Pays the Ferry Man at http://www.freeminds.org/psych/ferryman.htm  

34
 DisfellowshipingðHow to View It, Watchtower September 15, 1981 p. 24. (For a detailed analysis of 

this Watchtower article see ñWatchtower Destroys Familiesò at 
http://www.escapefromwatchtower.com/shun.html) 

http://www.freeminds.org/psych/ferryman.htm
http://www.escapefromwatchtower.com/shun.html
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emotions and family ties, such as grandparentsô love for their 

grandchildren.35 

The WTS requires its members to risk their lives on the operating table on the basis of its 

ability to apply Scripture. Even more, it demands the complete severance of loving 

relationships between parents and their children, between grandparents and their 

grandchildren, and so on, for the sake of the organization. The loyalty demanded by the WTS 

confronts a Counselor and places the JW patient under great stress. 

NOT EVEN A SIMPLE ñHELLOò 

A woman é was upset because former acquaintances would not converse 

with her after she chose to reject the [JW] faith. éA wrongdoer é can no 

longer converse with members of the [JW] congregation. [Disfellowshiped 

JWs are] totally cut off from loved ones and from close contact with the 

[JW] congregation. 36 

A simple ñHelloò to someone can be the first step that develops into a 

conversation and maybe even a friendship. Would we want to take that 

first step with a disfellowshiped person? é If [a JW] will not cease to 

fellowship with [an] expelled person, he thus has made himself óa sharer 

(supporting or participating) in the wicked worksô and must be removed 

from the congregation, expelled. 37  

EX-JWS FURIOUS 

It is possible that the WTS disfellowshiped certain JWs for not following its teachings on the 

medical use of blood but in later years the WTS might alter its position and then agreed with 

those JWs. But this does not permit those who had been cast out to return. They had 

demonstrated independent thought and had gone ahead of the Governing Body, and it is this 

that is not acceptable. Loyalty is the key. 

Previously disfellowshiped JWS are furious when their stance is later accepted. They have 

suffered the unnecessary heartbreak of shunning, and although the WTS might later agree 

with their dissent, the heartbreak continues. 

                                                 
35

 Discipline That Can Yield Peaceable Fruit, Watchtower April 15 1988, p 28 

36
 Discipline That Can Yield Peaceable Fruit, Watchtower April 15 1988, p 29 

37
 DisfellowshipingðHow to View It, Watchtower September 15 1981, p. 25 
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WTS: PATIENT CONFIDENTIALITY CAN BE BROKEN 

LAWS PROTECT CONFIDENTIALITY OF A PATIENTôS RECORDS 

People demand that their personal information must be kept secure, and are accessible only to 

persons who are duly authorized. Generally, people are most sensitive about the security of 

their financial and medical records. 

DILEMMA FACING A JW 

Using a hypothetical person named Mary to represent any Jehovahôs Witness38 (JW), the 

Watchtower Society (WTS) illustrates the dilemma they might be faced with. 

Mary works as a medical assistant at a hospital. One requirement she has 

to abide by in her work is confidentiality. She must keep documents and 

information pertaining to her work from going to unauthorized persons. 

Law codes in her state also regulate the disclosure of confidential 

information on patients. 

One day Mary faced a dilemma. In processing medical records, she came 

upon information indicating that a patient, a fellow [JW], had submitted to 

an abortion39. Did [Mary] have a Scriptural responsibility to expose this 

information to Elders in the congregation, even though it might lead to her 

losing her job, to her being sued, or to her employerôs having legal 

problems? é 

When there seems to be serious wrongdoing, should a loyal [JW] é reveal 

what he knows so that the apparent sinner can receive help and the 

congregationôs purity be preserved? 40 

INDEPENDENT ADVICE 

The following advice was obtained in response to an enquiry regarding release of a patientôs 

medical record without the knowledge or permission of that patient. The advice relates to the 

laws of Victoria, Australia as they stood in October 2006. The professional counselor is 

advised to obtain local advice. 

It would be a breach of the Health Records Act 2001 for a medical service 

to disclose health information to a church elder without the consent of the 

patient/client of the health service.  It would also be in breach of accepted 

professional ethics to disclose health information to a non-health service 

without the patient's consent except in very limited circumstances such as 

threat to life of the patient or other persons.41 

JWS TOLD TO OBEY THE WTS RATHER THAN MANôS LAWS 

The WTS says the laws of the land are of an authority that is lesser than the authority of the 

WTS. 

                                                 
38

 Including a doctor or a member of a Hospital Liaison Committee 

39
 Abortion is one offence that may cause a JW to be disfellowshiped. (ñPractices of Jehovah's 

Witnesses at AllExpertsò http://experts.about.com/e/p/pr/Practices_of_Jehovah's_Witnesses.htm) 

40
 A Time to SpeakðWhen? Watchtower September 1 1987, p. 12 (emphases supplied) 

41
 Email dated 17 October 2006 from the Office of the Health Services Commissioner, a statutory 

authority of the Government of Victoria, Australia. 

http://experts.about.com/e/p/pr/Practices_of_Jehovah's_Witnesses.htm
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There may be times when a [JW] is obligated to bring a matter to the 

attention of the Elders. True, it is illegal in many countries to disclose to 

unauthorized ones what is found in private records. But if a [JW] feels é 

he is facing a situation where the law of God required him to report what 

he knew despite the demands of lesser authorities, then that is a 

responsibility he accepts before Jehovah. There are times when a [JW] 

ñmust obey God as ruler rather than men.ò 42 

Thus the WTS says that the need for Elders to know a patientôs confidential medical record is 

far greater than manôs laws that prohibit such access. In some ironic way, this highly immoral 

and unethical action is said to keep the congregation ñpureò and ñcleanò. 

While oaths or solemn promises should never be taken lightly, there may 

be times when promises required by men are in conflict with the 

requirement that we render exclusive devotion to our God. When someone 

commits a serious sin, he, in effect, comes under a ópublic curseô from the 

One wronged, Jehovah God. All who become part of the [JW] 

congregation put themselves under ñoathò to keep the congregation clean, 

both by what they do personally and by the way they help others to remain 

clean. 43 

WTS SAYS ITS REQUIREMENTS CARRY MORE WEIGHT 

Even though unauthorized disclosure of personal medical records is illegal, the Watchtower 

Society (WTS) sees its need to access these personal records as being more important than 

any laws. 

Mary was somewhat apprehensive about the legal aspects but felt that in 

this situation Bible principles should carry more weight than the 

requirement that she protect the privacy of the medical records. é So 

Mary é decided conscientiously that this was a time to ñspeak,ò not to 

ñkeep quiet.ò é Mary was somewhat apprehensive about the legal aspects 

but felt that in this situation Bible principles should carry more weight 

than the requirement that she protect the privacy of the medical 

records. 44 

WTSôS LAW IS SUPREME OVER EMPLOYERôS RIGHTS 

The WTS is fully aware of what an employer rightfully expects of its employees. There is no 

doubt how the WTS acts when it suspects one of its own is revealing ñconfidential 

informationò. It even disfellowships (discharges from membership) a JW for having a meal 

with an ex-JW. 

Employers have a right to expect that their [JW] employees will óexhibit 

good fidelity to the full,ô including observing rules on confidentiality. é 

And where the law reinforces a requirement on confidentiality, the matter 

becomes still more serious. Hence, before a [JW] takes an oath or puts 

himself under a confidentiality restriction, whether in connection with 

employment or otherwise, it would be wise to determine to the extent 

possible what problems this may produce because of any conflict with 
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 A Time to SpeakðWhen? Watchtower September 1 1987, p. 13 (emphases supplied) 

43
 A Time to SpeakðWhen? Watchtower September 1 1987, p. 13 (emphases supplied) 

44
 A Time to SpeakðWhen? Watchtower September 1 1987, p. 14 (emphases supplied) 
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Bible requirements. é We cannot ignore Caesarôs law or the seriousness 

of an oath, but Jehovahôs law is supreme. 45 

JW DOCTORS AND LAWYERS MUST REPORT TO THE ELDERS 

The WTS says that JWs, including doctors and lawyers, are obliged to break privacy laws and 

pass personal information to the Elders. 

Anticipating the problem, some [JWs] who are lawyers, doctors, 

accountants, and so forth, have prepared guidelines in writ ing and have 

asked brothers who may consult them to read these over before revealing 

anything confidential. Thus an understanding is required in advance that if 

serious wrongdoing comes to light, the wrongdoer would be encouraged to 

go to the Elders in his congregation about the matter. It would be 

understood that if he did not do so, the counselor would feel an obligation 

to go to the Elders himself. 46 

WTS LAW KEEPS THE CONGREGATION ñCLEANò 

The WTS says a JW might decide to ñbreach the requirements of confidentialityò in order to 

keep the congregation clean. 

There may be occasions when a faithful servant of God is motivated by his 

personal convictions, based on his knowledge of Godôs Word, to strain or 

even breach the requirements of confidentiality because of the superior 

demands of divine law. Courage and discretion would be needed. The 

objective would not be to spy on anotherôs freedom but to help erring ones 

and to keep the [JW] congregation clean. 47 

Since the Elders do not provide the congregation with the reasons for a JW being 

disfellowshiped, the rest of the congregation never knows the nature of a misdemeanor, so its 

cleanliness would remain unsullied. This shows that by ñkeep the congregation cleanò the 

WTS actually means disfellowshiping48. 

IMPACT ON A JW PATIENTôS DECISIONS 

JWs fear being disfellowshiped, in particular the element of shunning. A JW patient would 

normally be aware that fellow JWs, even their loved ones, are likely to report their actions to 

the local Elders. This would likely affect their decision concerning the medical use of blood. 

To ensure a JW patient receives the care and treatment that is in their best interest, the patient 

needs to know they can make their decision confident that the medical care facility has 

systems in place to ensure their decision concerning the medical use of blood will never be 

available to another JW. 
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 A Time to SpeakðWhen? Watchtower September 1 1987, pp. 14 ï 15 (emphases supplied) 

46
 A Time to SpeakðWhen? Watchtower September 1 1987, p. 15 (emphases supplied) 

47
 A Time to SpeakðWhen? Watchtower September 1 1987, p. 15 (emphases supplied) 

48
 Disfellowshiping is discussed in the following Section of this Guide. 
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PAST DECISIONS CREATE PRESENT DILEMMAS 

THE WTSôS MEDICAL HISTORY 

History has a habit of casting its long shadow forward, helping us to understand the present. 

For a large part of its history, the Watchtower Society (WTS) has been decidedly anti-science. 

In the field of medical science, the WTS has notably been against vaccinations and blood. The 

record of the WTSôs medical pronouncements is readily available at several sites on the www, 

including: 

http://ajwrb.org  

http://www.seanet.com/~raines/quackery.html  

http://www.watchtowerinformationservice.org/index.php/watchtower_quotes/medical

-science/vaccination 

http://www.quotes-watchtower.co.uk/blood.html 

http://www.religioustolerance.org/witness6.htm 

WTSôS BAN ON BLOOD ORIGINALLY TOTAL 

When the Watchtower Society (WTS) initially developed its ban on the transfusion of blood, 

its message was a simple: ñno bloodò. Initially the WTS was consistent, since it also refused 

vaccinations, which may be sourced from blood that was pooled and stored. 

VACCINATIONS ñVIRTUALLY UNAVOIDABLEò 

For decades, the WTS conducted a sustained but ill-informed attack on vaccinations. It now 

tolerates vaccinations using blood even though they employ processes it finds unacceptable. 

The WTS finds vaccinations are ñvirtually unavoidableò49, and leaves the decision whether to 

accept a vaccination containing blood to each JWôs conscience.  

Often, several liters of blood are removed from a horse each time it is bled50, whereupon the 

red cells and plasma are separated and processed to produce the vaccine. The WTS does not 

approve of the steps taken in the production of such vaccines yet allows JWs to accept the 

final product. 

WTS RESPONDS TO TRANSFUSIONS OF BLOOD COMPONENTS 

With advances in medical technology, whole blood was rarely given. Rather, specific parts of 

blood were administered to address a patientôs specific needs. The WTS responded, arbitrarily 

deciding there are four ñmajor componentsò of blood (red cells, white cells, plasma and 

platelets) that cannot be transfused, alongside its ban on the transfusion of whole blood. 

[JWs] reject all transfusions involving whole blood or the four primary 

blood componentsðred cells, plasma, white cells, and platelets. As for the 

various fractions derived from those componentsðand products that 

contain such fractionsðthe Bible does not comment on these. Therefore 

each Jehovahôs Witness makes his own personal decision on such 

matters.51 
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 The Watchtower November 1 1961 p. 670, Questions from Readers. The Watchtower November 15 
1964 p. 682, Employment and Your Conscience 

50
 Usually every two or three months. 

51
 Awake!, August 2006, pp. 11-12. 
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http://www.seanet.com/~raines/quackery.html
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Certainly, the Bible does not comment on the ñvarious fractions derived from (red cells, 

plasma, white cells, and platelets)ò. But where does the Bible comment on any part of blood? 

WTS FORCED TO MAKE CONTINUAL AMENDMENTS 

Medical science continues to extract an increasing number of products from blood. Once the 

WTS opened the gates to vaccinations using blood, the transfusion of some parts of blood, 

and to certain medical procedures, the WTS has had to continually amend its list of 

permissions. Some estimate the WTS has made over 200 such adjustments. 

Official church publications show that the use of serum was prohibited by 

the church from 1964 to 1973, the use of clotting factors by hemophiliacs 

was prohibited until 1978 and the use of albumin was forbidden until 

1981. é The total reversal of the policy surrounding the use of 

hemoglobin in only 2 years é  raises further concerns about the ever-

changing nature of the policy. 52 

Details of the WTSôs policy changes and reversals are available at http://ajwrb.org. 

THE WTS DOES NOT HAVE A BLANKET BAN ON BLOOD 

The WTS does not have a blanket ban on the medical use of blood or on every medica l 

procedure that employs blood. It is not a ñno bloodò organization. For examples, see 

ajwrb.org 

http://jehovahswitnessesandblood.quickseek.com  

http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articlerender.fcgi?artid=1305593  

 
Jehovahôs Witnesses are allowed to accept some products made from blood 

The WS permits a Jehovahôs Witness (JW) to at times use their own conscience, making this 

a most difficult position for JWs and for the providers of their medical needs. 
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 Jehovah's Witnesses and artificial blood ï Osamu Muramoto 164 (7): 969 -- Canadian Medical 
Association Journal at http://www.cmaj.ca/cgi/content/full/164/7/969-a. 
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PRESENT DILEMMAS FOR THE WTS 

Dilemma: WTS recognizes blood to be an organ 

Initially, the WTS banned transfusions because they were a form of eating, which was banned 

by Scripture. Today, the WTS recognizes blood as an organ. So the WTS should recognize 

that a transfusion is a form of organ transplant, a process it accepts. 

Blood is often likened to an organ of the body, ñBlood is one of the many 

organsðincredibly wonderful and unique,ò Dr. Bruce Lenes told Awake! 

Unique indeed! One textbook describes blood as ñthe only organ in the 

body thatôs a fluidò.53 

Dilemma: Oral medications containing blood 

It does not appear that the WTS has provided clear instructions regarding the use of ora l 

medications that contains blood.54 Here, the blood components may be swallowed. 

 

Dilemma: Ongoing medical developments 

The ongoing developments are causing a strain on the WTSôs reasoning. The WTS writes: 

Within each red blood cell are some 300 million hemoglobin molecules. 

Hemoglobin represents about one third of the volume of a mature red cell. 

Each molecule contains the protein globin and a pigment called hemeð

which includes an iron atom. é  

Some manufacturers now process hemoglobin, releasing it from human or 

bovine red blood cells. The extracted hemoglobin is then filtered to 

remove impurities, chemically modified and purified, mixed with a 

solution, and packaged. 

The end productðnot yet approved for use in most landsðis called a 

hemoglobin-based oxygen carrier, or HBOC. Since the heme is 

responsible for the rich red color of blood, a unit of HBOC looks just like 

a unit of red blood cells, the primary component from which it is taken. 

Unlike red blood cells, which must be refrigerated and discarded after a 

few weeks, the HBOC can be stored at room temperature and used months 

later. And since the cell membrane with its unique antigens is gone, severe 

reactions due to mismatched blood types pose no threat. 

However, compared with other blood fractions, the HBOC presents more 

challenges to conscientious [JWs], who seek to obey God's law on blood. 

Why? As long as the HBOC is derived from blood, there are two 

objections that may be raised. 

Á One, the HBOC carries out the key function of a primary 

component of blood, the red cells. 

Á Two, hemoglobin, from which the HBOC is derived, makes up a 

significant portion of that component. 

Regarding this and similar products, then, [JWs] face a very serious 

decision. 
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 Awake! August 2006, page 3 

54
 Such a list is being compiled at NoBlood Guide to Medicines Containing Blood Components and 

Fractions at http://www.noblood.org/community/3225-noblood-guidelines-to-medicines-containing-
blood-components-fractions.html  

http://www.noblood.org/community/3225-noblood-guidelines-to-medicinesdicines-containing-blood-components-fractions.html
http://www.noblood.org/community/3225-noblood-guidelines-to-medicinesdicines-containing-blood-components-fractions.html
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They must carefully and prayerfully meditate on Bible principles 

concerning the sacredness of blood. With a keen desire to maintain a good 

relationship with Jehovah, each must be guided by his Bible-trained 

conscience.ðGalatians 6:5.55 

GALATIANS 6:5 IS AN ILLUMINATING REFERENCE 

The WTSôs reference to Galatians 6:5 at the conclusion of the above piece is illuminating. 

In its methodology, the WTS first presents its conclusion and then it refers to Scripture. It is 

not starting with Scripture to arrive at a conclusion. 

The way the citation is presented at the end of the article could be understood as saying that 

Galatians 6:5 refers to the whole of the article. But that is not the intent, and the context in 

Galatians has nothing to do with blood. The words in Galatians 6:5 (in the WTSôs own 

translation it reads: for each one will carry his own load), shows that the WTS is relating 

Galatians 6:5 to only the final words of the article: ñeach must be guided by his Bible-trained 

conscienceò. 

The WTS does not write ñguided by his conscienceò; instead, it writes ñBible-trained 

conscienceò. Thus when the WTS demands that a JW be allowed to exercise their conscience, 

it appears the WTS really means ñto exercise their conscience as it has been molded by the 

WTSôs teachingsò. A JW may exercise their conscience only on those parts of blood that the 

WTS allows. That is not a true exercise of conscience. A JWôs conscience is constrained by 

the training the WTS has provided. 

The direct context of Galatians 6:5 reads (NIV): 

Carry each otherôs burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of 

Christ.  If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives 

himself. Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in 

himself, without comparing himself to somebody else, for each one should 

carry his own load. 56 

Thus these final words do not carry the intent suggested by the WTS. 

The purpose of the letter to the Galatians shows why apostle Paul used the expression ñlaw of 

Christò in the context of Galatians 6:5. Paul wrote his letter to counter people at Galatia who 

were demanding obedience to the Law of Moses. In their case, the issue was the rite of 

circumcision. The WTS requires JWs to obey the Law of Moses, such as in Leviticus. 

This is not the place for a detailed study, but the following is one typical passage in Galatians: 

I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated 

to obey the whole law. You who are trying to be justified by law have 

been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. But by faith 

we eagerly await through the Spirit the righteousness for which we hope. 

For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. 

The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love. 57 

What Paul says regarding circumcision is relevant also to the laws concerning blood. 
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 Awake!, August 2006, page 11 (emphases supplied) 
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 Galatians 6:2 ï 5 (NIV) 

57
 Galatians 5:3 ï 6 (NIV) 
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WTSôS SCRIPTURAL ERROR CONCERNING ñBLOODò 

When Noah was instructed to remove all of the blood from an animal before he was allowed 

to eat it, the display of the blood demonstrated that the beast was dead. Throughout all of the 

Scriptures, the word ñbloodò invariably means ñdeathò. 

When the meeting recorded at Acts 15:29 and Acts 21:25 speaks of ñbloodò, the word means 

ñmurderò not ñfoodò, as the corresponding passage in Ezekiel 33:25 ï 26 confirms.58 

In a blood transfusion, the blood does not represent the death of its previous owner. Neither is 

it from an animal that God permitted to be eaten.59 

 
Throughout Scripture, the word 

ñBloodò always means ñDeathò 

 

In a transfusion, the blood never requires 

the donor to die 

WTS INCONSISTENCIES 

Some of the WTSôs decisions appear neither logical nor rational. This is particularly evident 

with its preparedness to allow some blood fractions, many of which are produced using 

processes that the WTS does not tolerate, yet it denies the use of other blood fractions. JWs 

rightly ask: ñWhen is blood no longer blood?ò 

While forbidding the transfusion of blood and ñmajorò blood components, 

the Society has long allowed the consumption of such ñminorò blood 

components as albumin and immunoglobulins; these components are 

permissible because blood is thus used in ñsmall quantitiesò (Awake!, June 

22, 1982, pp. 25-27). This policy is contradictory. Dr. Lowell Dixon, 

former staff physician for the Brooklyn headquarters, explains, ñIf a 

person needs a particular blood element to save his life then that element is 

a ómajorô one for himò (quoted in In Search of Christian Freedom, p. 287). 

A further inconsistency in the doctrine can be found in the allowance of 

the minor components. A person suffering from third degree burns over 

forty percent of her body would need to receive approximately 600 grams 

of albumin. In order to extract this amount of albumin, from eleven to 

sixteen quarts of blood would be needed; this is certainly not a ñsmall 

quantityò of blood (In Search of Christian Freedom, p. 290). Similarly, 

extracting the immunoglobulins needed for a single cholera vaccination 

requires over three quarts of blood (Ibid.). 

Witness hemophiliacs are allowed to take preparations that include Factor 

VIII, a blood component that assists in clotting (Watchtower, June 15, 
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 See ñThe Meaning of the Word óBloodô in Scripture, Rev. A. M. Stibbs, available for download at 
http://www.jwstudies.com/blood.html  
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 Genesis 9:6 
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1978, pp. 30ï31). The amount of blood required to extract enough Factor 

VIII for a hemophiliac to live 16.5 years is over 100,000 quarts (In Search 

of Christian Freedom, p. 290). Interestingly, while Witness hemophiliacs 

are allowed to take preparations with Factor VIII, a non-hemophiliac who 

is involved in an accident may not take this clotting agent (Comments from 

the Friends, Winter 1994, p. 4). The rationale seems to be that hemo-

philiacs are only using a small amount of the blood component at one 

time, whereas an accident victim requires a large quantity of Factor VIII to 

increase clotting. 60 

AN OBSERVER MIGHT NOT KNOW WHAT IS BEING TRANSFUSED 

It might not be possible for an observer to know whether a blood product being provided to a 

JW patient is on the WTSôs banned list or not. It is thus in the best interests of a JW patient 

and of their medical care providers for the patient and carers to keep the conscientious 

decision confidential. 

 
Is the JW receiving a product permitted by the WTS? 

CHANGES HAVE TO BE ACCEPTED BY JWS 

The WTSôs position on the medical use of is not static. It continues to change with 

developments in medical products and services. And it swings back and forth. 

With each policy change, JWs haves to follow them, strictly and without question. Followers 

are removed from the organization for failing to follow a teaching, only to find that a while 

later, the WTS changes its teachings to those of the people it had eliminated from the group. 

From that time on, all had to follow the new doctrine. 

Since the WTS allows a JW to make a conscience decision over some products from blood, 

this could be seen as a means of the WTS organization distancing itself from a JWôs final 

decision. This might be an attempt to reduce the likelihood of successful litigation against the 

WTS. But JWôs are finding it increasingly difficult to wade through the technicalities 

associated with the WTSôs various permissions and exclusions. 
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 The Watchman Expositor: Jehovah's Witnesses - Blood and Bulgaria, http://www.watchman.org/ 
jw/bloodbulgaria.htm  

http://www.watchman.org/jw/bloodbulgaria.htm
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MANAGEMENT OF PREPARED DOCUMENTATION 

THE NEED FOR PRIOR ARRANGEMENTS 

Medical science is able to keep a person alive while they are no longer competent to make 

decisions, such as following serious illness or injury, the effects of aging, mental incapacity, 

and so on. It is normally impossible to determine their wishes at that time regarding their 

ongoing treatment. 

To cater for such eventualities, laws covering the provision of medical care services61 provide 

means for any person to specify their wishes beforehand, while they are still competent. State 

authorities often provide their requirements and their forms on-line, addressing issues such as 

resuscitation, intravenous feeding, and the like. Some have very specific requirements, and a 

counselor needs to be fully aware of these. 

TYPES OF FORMS 

Official forms are employed to indicate a personôs wishes covering the delivery of medical 

services should they become too incapacitated in the future to make their wishes known. 

 Advance directives 

An Advance Directive instructs family members, medical providers and others about the 

medical and nursing care that the person wants when they are no longer competent to make 

their wishes known. An Advance Directive is completed and validated while a person is still 

able to give their instructions and must be completed before the directions are needed. 

A ñliving willò is one type of advance directive. A living will gives specific or general 

instructions as to the kinds of care to provide or withhold, and the type of conditions in which 

it should apply. Some states have very specific requirements for a living will to be valid. The 

rules for signing an Advance Directive vary among the states. 

 Health care power of attorney 

A ñhealth care power of attorneyò62 is different from a living will, because it names one or 

more persons to make medical decisions for the signer in the event of incapacity. 

While a ñliving willò gives instructions about care choices, a ñhealth care power of attorneyò 

empowers an individual to take actions on behalf of the patient such as: sign consents, discuss 

health care issues with the care team, and secure second medical opinions. 

Some states formally recognize only one or the other kind of document, but most states 

expressly permit both kinds. 

Some administrations combine the two documents into one. This allows a single signature to 

satisfy the formal requirements and ensures health care providers see all of the patientôs 

instructions at the one time. 

THE WTSôS ADVANCE DIRECTIVE 

At the start of each calendar year, the Watchtower Society (WTS) issues its Advance 

Directive forms to its followers. Jehovahôs Witnesses (JWs) are told to complete the form at 

home and bring it back to a specified meeting where they sign it and have their signature 

witnessed by two members of the organization. The WTS has been doing this for many years 
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 Most commonly, state governments are responsible. 
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 Known variously as ñDurable Power of Attorneyò, ñEnduring Power of Attorney (Medical 
Treatment)ò and similar. 
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(see, for example: The Watchtower of December 1, 1984 and the first issue of Kingdom 

Ministry for each calendar year). 

Conducting the renewal annually can be seen as a means of constantly refreshing the WTSôs 

stance in the mind of each JW. It can also be seen as providing the Elders with a means for 

checking JWs who remains loyal to the organization, with family and the congregation 

directly involved in the verification process. 

The WTS writes of its Advance Directive: 

In the event that you are rendered unconscious in an emergency, the card 

will:  

 Identify you as one of Jehovah's Witnesses 

 Alert medical personnel to your refusal of blood 

 Indicate that you have filled out a DPA form 

 Identify your emergency contacts.63 

The identification of the bearer as a JW helps a medical care provider, since the JWôs stance 

is known about by the general community. 

The early cards completely eliminated all use of blood: 

 

Early Advance Directive card 

Changes in the WTSôs stance are reflected in the later Advance Directives (see below). 

However, these do not state that some parts of blood may be administered. 

The later Directives include a ñReleaseò for medical staff from any future claims in respect of 

liability. This should not be necessary, since medical staff are bound by legislation to follow a 

patientôs expressed requests. 
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 ñLOVING PROVISIONS FOR OUR HEALTH CARE (Outline for Service Meeting part for the 
week of January 8, 2001)ò, page 1 



http://www.jwstudies.com Management of prepared documentation 

 

© 2006 Doug Mason 28 doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au 

 

 

 

1999 Advance Directive 


