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Loyalty Test over Blood
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A Guide to
Understanding and Handling

The REAL reason JWs refuse some blood products and some medical
procedures involving blood.
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The WTS, which is not a fiNsok®Wwithiwkdithe or gani zat.

truth and to be evasive with the truth.

The WTS expects JWSs to break the law by passing on confidential patient
information to their Elders.

Help a JW patient make their own decision on the medical use of blood.
Manage the information avai | abl e to the WTS6s
Information to help formulate laws on managing JW patients.

Di fficulties that thinking JWs have
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Always observe procedurdisat fully accord with the requirements of all
locally applicable legislation.

Keep in mind that Jehovahoés Witnes
Watchtower Bi ble and Tract Soci et
medical use of blood. The official voicaf the organization does not
represent the views held by every JW.

Never allow personal religious beliefs to impede the making and
execution of a proper decision.

It is not the purpose of this Guide either to advocate or to deny the
provision of a speéic medical procedure, whether using blood or not.
That decision must only be made by a medical professional working with
their patient.

This Guide is not an advocate for the WTS, hence the Guide does not
detail the current conditions under which the W& mits or denies the
use of blood or any of its components.
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INTRODUCTION

The first book of the Hebrew Scriptures records that Noah, his family and the animals on his
boat suvived a Great Flood. After land reappeared, they stepped on it and Noah gave thanks.

Noah built an altar to [YHWH] and, taking some of all the clean animals
and clean birds, he sacrificed burnt offerings on it. [YHVgH]elled the
pleasing aroma

Then God[ELOHIM) blessed Noah and his sons, saying to them,

Be fruitful and increase in number and fill the earth. The fear and dread of
you will fall upon all the beasts of the earth and all the birds of the air,
upon every creature that moves along the groand, upon all the fish of

the sea; they are given into your hanBigerything that lives and moves
will be food for you. Just as | gave you the green plants, | now give you
everything. But you must not eat meat that has its lifeblood stilin it

This dieary instruction was aimed at ensuring a beast was dead before its flesh was eaten.

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Society (WTS) extends this dietary instruction to include
human bl ood, although God did not i manetod f or a
be killed for that purpose. The WTS is aware that a transfusion is not eating but is an organ
transfer, a process it is otherwise not averse to.

Blood is often |Iikened to an organ of the |
organ® incredibly wonderfulad uni que, 0 Dr AwaBet uce Lenes t
Uni que indeed! One textbook describes bloo

body thafoés a fluidod.

The WTS says this dietary instruction to Noah
permit the injection of either wholddod or certain parts of blood, whether human or animal,

into their body. The WTS leaves the decision whether to accept the medical use of some parts

of human and animal blood to a JWbds conscience.

%\ :
&\\4//2

The WTS permits the vaccination of products made from kdod

The WTS also permits the vaccination of products made from blood. And it appears that the
WTS does not provide instructions regarding the use of specific oral medications that contains
blood? And these oral medications require blood components tavatosved.

! Genesis 8:20 21, NIV
> Genesis 9:1 4, NIV
® Awake! August P06, page 3

* Such a list is being compiled EbBlood Guide to Medicines Containing Blood Components and
Fractionsat http://www. noblood.org/community/3228obloodguidelinesto-medicinescontaining
bloodcomponentdractions.html
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FREEDOM TO CHOOSE

A significant number of noldWs are choosing to receive medical procedures without the use
of blood. When that is their right, they are perfectly entitled to exercise it. They have
considered the available information and hawdma deliberate and reasoned decision.

One objective of thisGuideis to provide medical care facilities with information that helps
them develop systems that ensure a JW patient is freely able to make their own decisions
concerning the medical use of bth

INFORMATION FOR COUNSELORS

Providers of medical care carry out their duties to protect and preserve life. When their patient
is a Jehovaho6ts Witness (JW), the providers of
are more difficult, with their patigs possibly face increased risks.

This Guideprovides professional counselors with

A Relevant objective information about JWs that should help in the counseling process
and in the management of a JW patient, to the genuine benefit of the Counselor and
the patient.

A An understanding of the causes for a JWobs
professional to better manage a situation.

A Suggestions for procedures that respond to strategies employed by the Watchtower
Society (WTS).

A Information that should be csidered when formal Procedures and Laws are
formulated or reviewed.

WEB SITE REFERENCES IN THE GUIDE

References to web sites appear throughout igde These sites provide additional
information and the reader should consult them. Supplying referemeeshtsites reduces the
amount of secondary material contained within €eide and allows the reader to select
topics for further study.

This does not mean that a referenced web site endorses everything contained within this
Guide Nor does this mean th#ttis Guide endorses everything contained on the referenced
web site. The Reader must exercise due caution.

STRUCTURE OF THE GUIDE
UNDERSTANDING THE J WOENVIRONMENT
Key strategies employed by the WTS
e Theocracy
e Theocratic War Strategy
¢ Marking, disfellowshping and shunning
e Patient confidentiality can be broken
e Past decisions create present dilemmas
e Management of prepared documentation

HANDLING THE SITUATIO N
Responding to the WTSb6s strategies
¢ Relating with a Hospital Liaison Committee
e Adecision of conscierec
e Practical considerations
o Reallife communications between a JW Elder and the WTS.

© 2006 Doug Mason 2 doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.a
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SECTIONS IN THE GUIDE ON AUNDERSTANDING THE J W®ENVIRONMENTO

To enforce its directives, including its edicts concerning the medical use of blood, the WTS

employs severalamplementary strategies. These directly impact every JW, and hence affect

the effectiveness of any professional counsel in
and are described in the following Sections.

THEOCRACY (page 6)

The WTS tells its folloe r s t hat it alone occupies the uniqu
voice towards humankind. To doubt the WTS is to doubt God himself. The WTS says that
holy spiriti s an i mpersonal force available only to a

their aganization.

The WTS moved from a democr ac ythedcamcymieans@ocr acy o0
Arul e by God or by priestso. For the WTS, t his
God in the WTS6s operatidopwnomicbhta strictly en

Being under theocratic control means a JW always defers to it, and will ignore any
contradictory advice given by a person who represents another organization.

THEOCRATIC WAR STRATEGY (page 10)

To further its cause, the WTS invokes Ttheocratic War Bategy. Under this practice, the

WTS defines a fAlied as being an wuntruth that [
truth. Thus the nature of the recipient defines whether something said by the WTS is honest or

not.

The WTS says that under thisatrgy it is perfectly acceptable for it to withhold information
and to be evasive. The WTS practices this strategy towards other organizations, to protect
itself from enquiry, and towards its own followers, to protect itself from searching questions.

MARKING, DISFELLOWSHIPING AND SHUNNING (page 14)

Since JWs are taught that salvation is possible only through the WTS, it is critical for a JW to
remain within it, at any cost to themselves. To be cast outside the organization is to be
damned, eternally lostuot si de Goddés kingdom rule.

The WTS employs an internal judicial system, involving their Elders, to determine the
worthiness of a professed JW. When a professed JW is deemed no longer worthy of
fellowshiping with the organiwiathowmt a hpuldlMW ¢ sr
being provided.

Fears associated with such disfellowshiping anc
autonomy in medical decisiemaking. Acceptance of certain medical procedures could easily

t hreat en a biilywod s withdamiyraad clse friends who are still within the

religion.

It is not unknown for a JW to report to the Elders doubts being expressed within the home by
their spouse. The Elders would conduct an enquiry, often in secret, make theibrdecidi
then announce to the congregation, without providing any reasons, that the JW had been
disfellowshiped. Their decision means the expulsion and shunning of the doubting JW.

A Counselor must therefore be judicious when deciding whom they confide Maghpatient
should be told that the medical system will not reveal their decisions to anyone, not even to
their spouse, without their explicit permission.

By far the most powerful deterrent to a wavering JW accepting blood in contradiction to the
WTS6sced is the organizationés policy of fAshunn

i scipline That CaWatchtowed5dpriPle88 26 B1 e Fr ui t o
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When a JW is removed from the organization, they are denied social contact with current
members. While this may not impact withinankWés direct family (spouse
terms of legal relationspj spouses are required to avoid all spiritual interaction with their

mate. Adult children living independently are taught to avoid any and all social interchange

except for essential family business. Theneg mb e r is treated as fideadc
believes, including their loved relations. All contact is broken, members walk on the other

side of a road, there can be no greeting or acknowledgement. The effects of this organized
shunning are powerful and life altering.

Because Witnesses' social life gerigreevolves around association with

fellow believers, being shunned can isolate a member in a very powerful

way. Being disfellowshipped can be devastating if everyone in a member's

social circle participates in the shunning. Witnesses are expected to shun

family member s, except those I|living in the

Once the person has moved out from home, shunning is generally
practiced. The organization discourages association with disfellowshipped
family members living outside the honfe.

It is critically important for a Counselor to carefully understand the pressure that this teaching
is likely to have on their efforts. But a Counselor has no right to initiate a discussion with a
patient on the merits of the WTS6s disfellowshi

WTS: PATIENT CONFIDENTIALITY CAN BE BROKEN (page 17)

Since the WTS considers it is the sole represe
that its needs stand supreme over the laws of earthly governments. This is manifested through
actionssuchasaJWnotreoogzi ng a countryés head of state o

With respect to laws pertaining to patient confidentiality, the WTS sees its need to know as
surpassing any stated legal requirements. The organization wants patient information to

enable it b exert pressure on JWs, who know their decisions are likely be reported to the

Elders for their action. The WTS rationalizes that this illegal, unethical and immoral action is
required in order to keep the congregation dcle

THE PAST CREATES PRESENT DILEMMAS (page 20)

The history of the WTS6s handling of the medi
helping to put the present into context, showing how previous pronouncements have resulted

in todaybés deci si ons. taficd leas cawsedlitdhe dilermmasitffacassh e  WT S
today.

MANAGEMENT OF PREPARED DOCUMENTATION (page 26)

The WTS is concerned that in the pressure of a medical environment, a JW might demonstrate
disloyalty to its current teachings. To be confidentthata JIWavikte t he WT S6és positi
WTS issues prepared forms to each baptized JW,
by the WTS. These forms are issued, signed and witnessed within the group through a tightly
controlled process.

When validated asdirece d by t he WTS, the process may be se
to the organization. But given the carefully managed manner employed by the WTS to have

forms validated, there could be serious doubts that a completed form truly represents a

b e a r enuidesconyiations. For a medical service provider to consider a document or card

to be valid, there must be no suggestion of duress, physical or otherwise, during the validation

process.

® http://experts.about.com/e/p/pr/Practices_of Jehovah's Witnesses.htm

© 2006 Doug Mason 4 doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.a
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SECTIONS IN THE GUIDE ON AiHANDLING THE SITUATIONO

RELATING WITH A HOSPITAL LIAISON COMMITTEE (page 31)

The WTS set up a system that enables any medical care provider to receive information
direct !l y f rHospitat IfematwT Scivice6 HI S) |l ocated at t he ol
Headquarters. The interface with the medicalrce pr ovi der s i s provided
Hospital Liaison Committeg$iLC).

Armed with information provided in thiSuide medical and legal professionals are better
able to operate a meaningful interface with HLCs that is in the best interest of their ppaiies
well-being.

The community needs to ask itself if its cooperation with the WTS means the community is
giving tacit approval to the WTS6s met hods, w h
to be illegal.

A DECISION OF CONSCIENCE (page 34)

The WTS las approved a number of products derived from blood, human and animal, that
may be used in medical procedures. Many JWs find the list difficult to understand and apply.
Additionally, the WTS tells JWs they are now able to exercise their conscience wtwether
accept a permitted bloeolased product or not. When a JW does not comprehend the reasons,
how well can they use their conscience to arrive at a decision?

The wisest choice is for a JW patient to heed the medical advice and not tell anyone of their
decs on or the doctords actions.

Contrary to general expectations, many JWs are prepared to go against the strict teachings of

the WTS. And the WTS is fully aware of this. Despite the enormous pressure on JWs to

mai ntain validated @ Naohe dnbromaus gressdre o beneyaltogshe des pi
organization; despite the fear of being disfellowshiped; despite the enormous consequences,

there are JWs who question the WTS.

PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS (page 40)

Having described the environment that directly impgas a JW pati eGuidds wel | be
considers practical aspects that administrators and legislators should address. Professionals
need to have systems that take account of the
welfare of the JW patient whaas the strategies of the WTS focus on protecting itself.

REAL-LIFE COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN A JW ELDER AND THE WTS (page 44)

Generally, JWés do not express their doubts wi:
circle. When a JW writes to the WTS to exps their difficulties, the JW has thought long

and carefully about the issues, but more importantly, about the possible consequences. It

could mean the end of their association with lifelong friends and complete separation from

their loved family.

Thus aseries of communications between a JW Elder and the WTS provides a rare insight
into issues raging in the minds of many JWs, a
Strategy in action.

© 2006 Doug Mason 5 doug_mason1940 @yahoo.com.a



THEOCRACY

A Counselords work shouydubeéemgstamndyt assieshedal
(JWb6s) religious environment, since this impact

This does not mean that a Counselor should become involved in discussing the merits of the

JW6s religious system aningorapplicatdnaef pasbages intheé sc us s
Bible. Rat her, an understanding of the JWb6s r el
understand the difficulties a JW has in accepting guidance from a Counselor.

TwO SPIRITUAL CLASSES
There are two religiou€lasses:
e The fHFaithful a(nidF DESiogls s @ et S|l ave

This Class numbers just 144,000, and includes worthy people from the past 2000
years. Today, only a small number claim to be members of this elite group. Virtually
all are already in heaven, rulitbe earth with Christ, on behalf of the Kingdom of
God.

Thi s Cl ass

s known variously as f@fABrothers

i
AAnointed servant of Jehovaho, and so on.
spirito, onl y t hnlyshop€.|lJassassChristadéed forhoaly thesea v e
144,000.
e The millions of adherents
These ar e t he ﬁPubIishers7c‘>o,rmokencorwatlyaas Jehov
AChristian witnesses of Jehovaho, or simpl
known as @GdMdtwdd&ar eat
They are not HAborn againo. Since Jesus did
have fAholy spirito, it i s incumbent on J Ws

anything the organization requires.

Their hope is to survive the imminent Armalden and to live thereafter on earth,
where they will exert authority over those who currently rule the earth.

THE GOVERNING BODY

The Govemning Body( i GB 0 ) is the sole representative on
and Discreet Sleadymliagircheawens t hat i s alr
The GB alone is responsible for passing on Jeh

All doctrinal control thus lies with the GB.

The GB teaches that it is the only voice on e
Kingdom) spea& to mankind. All other governments and all other institutions belong to
Satan, and must not be heeded.

THEOCRATIC RULE

The organization declares that in 1938 it movec
god or by priests). Since that time, evé#/ must remain in step with all instructions coming
down through the leadership.

"Technically, the word AWitnessodo should be spelt wi

© 2006 Doug Mason 6 doug_mason1940 @yahoo.c@u
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Theocratic appointment permeates every part of the organization. It is
directed from the top, from Jehovah God himseff, déwn.

A JW may change step only when the leaderstipet A Fai t hf ul and Discree
changes its instructions.

The organization is interested in loyalty, the leadership decides what is truth. The
organization employs several methods that are designed to ensure its requirements are
complied with. Keymethods are presented in tldside

THE WATCH TOWER SOCIETY

The Watchtower Bible and Tract Soci ety ( AWT S
Jehovahds Witnesses. It is an agency for admi
organi zat i onnlssandndisttibaetesiBilessand ligenature, trains people, provides

buildings, arranges wordide assemblies, and so on. The GB uses the WTS as an
ffadministrative agencyao, an instrument in beha
Slaveo (.FDS) <cl ass

The WTS includes an administration that is dedicated to work with JWs and the medical
fraternity regarding the medical use of blood. The WTS produces the relevant documentation

and the processes for implementing its stance. Buwsde di scusses rdehe WTSO6s
concerning blood.

Modern-day Theocratic Organization

of Jehovah's Christian Withesses
Elect group of

— 144,000 born of
the spirit.
Jesus died only for
this small group.

I
The sole means of
communication
from Jehovah God
and Christ

=
.

Jesus Christ
Head of the Chn'ﬁ’lclilan Congregation

“Faithful and Discreet Slave” Class, ———

whom Jesus has 'appointed over all his belongings - att

GOVERNING BODY

DERS ELDERS ELDERS ELDERS ELDERS || Utterly
e Cong in the Cong in the Cong in the Cong In the Co dependent
on the

Do not h_aye
Millions of “Jehovah’s Withesses” ek <falldes
Jesus did not

die for them.

OBEDIENCE TO THE WT SS&EACHINGS

A Jehovahodés Witness follows the aMHOMsheabl e t ea
Governing Body claims to hd(REGARDLESS OF WHAT it is currently teaching. In the

words of the ahdl yrmyo, ibuestin this case the
Body and the Watchtower Society.

The WTS instructs JWs that the organization i
Kingdom. The WTS0b6s & xgmpletdlyaunduestioned byaltg tbmp | e

® The Watchtowerdune 151958 Over seers of Jehovahodés Peopled page
° Diagram is based oFhe WatchtowerDecember 15, 1971, page 749
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organization is paramount . All other wvoices ar
angel of Ilighto.

THE WTS DEMANDS STRICT UNITY AND COMPLETE TRUST

The WTS expects strictest unity. When the GB adjusts its thinking, God had decided to
provide then with added light. Thus any alterations are not the fault of the Governing Body.

JWs are expected to accept such change without question, and to remastefigadd with
the WTS, whatever tHWHe GB6s current teachings.

Respect for J e h o vrs hobtust our maved, faithftli on me a
brothers. These are the ones who through much hardship and experience

have demonstrated that the spirit of God is with them. The rich blessing

that has been poured out upon the visible organization is evidence that the

govaning body and those who represent it are deserving of our full

support and trust. This we can demonstrate only by accepting every
provision as coming from the Lord through
slave. 0

Showing respect f or Iyreslolees isséif@evn mr gani zat i on
our attitude toward Godds visible channel a
proved, faithful brother$?

It is vital that we appreciate this fact and respond to the directions of the
fi s | aGoeetning Bodlyas we would to the @ice of God, because it is
His provision®®

Modern-day Theocratic Organization
of Jehovah's Christian Witnesses

God provides
and amends
instructions

i : === @
' Jesus Christ ~—
Head of the Christian Congregation ErTTEEES
- - only with FDS
“Faithful and Discreet Slave” Class,
whom Jesus has 'appointed over all his belongings '--Matt. 24 :45-47 Goveming Body
GOVERNING BODY demands
unguestioning

DERS ELDERS ELDERS ELDERS ELDERS obedience
e Cong in the Cong. in the Cong. in the Cong. Inthe Co ‘
Eva Winesses must

walit on the

Governing Bodly

Millions of “Jehovah's Withesses” for the explanation
of God's
instructions

®3wWés know t heTheTrutl buhif agpaarsitod@ corcerned with loyalty, rather than
with absolute truth.

" The Watchtower May 1, 1957, page 281 fiTrust your proved,
2The Watctower, May 1, 1957, page 284 fTrust your proved,

The Watchtower June 15, 1957, page 370 fiOverseers of Jelt
Communi cationo
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THE J W®MOTHER AND GOD& BELOVED WIFE

Through itsWatchtowema gazi ne, the WTS decl @rmotherandat t he ¢
the beloved wife of our heavenly Father, Jehova

The great motherly orgardtion of God arrayed with the heavenly light of
truth and righteousness, walking in the pathway of divine light, with
perfect organizational light brightening and adorning her mind, how
happily we can exclai m: 6This gvoman is the
of whom it is written, iGod is Ilight, o and
worthily bring forth¥his royal heavenly cre

With thankful hearts we acknowledge Godods
willingly show our respectheismaor Jehovahos
mother and the beloved wife of our heavenly Father, Jehovah'God.

“The Watchtower May 1, 1957, page 284 fiTrust your proved,
> The Watchtower May 1, 1957, page 285 fTrust your proved,
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THEOCRATIC WAR STRATEGY

THEOCRATIC WAR STRATEGY

When a person who is not a Jehovahods Witness
communicates with the Watchtower Soci¢tyWT S) , they would naturally
representative to be completely open and fran

expectation, they have made a serious mistake.

The WTS6és official policy is tathodéstheteéreashs
is termed fiTheocratic War Strategyo.

Theocratic war strategpiding the truthby action and word for the sake of
the ministry!®

The WTS says it is legitimate for a Jehovahos
this protectghe organization.

While malicious lying is definitely condemned in the Biltleis does not
mean that a person is under obligation to divulge truthful information
people who are not entitled to'.

This is not a slip, for the WTS repeats itself in dreotof its publications.

Whi |l e mal i cious l'ying i s wr onoig i n Jehovat
obligated to divulge truthful informatioto people who are not entitled to
it. 18

The WTS says that for a statement drmoatoh.e a Al i eo

Lie: The opposite of truth. Lying generally involvesying something
false to a person who is entitled to know the tramid doing so with the
intent to deceive or to injure him or another person.

Under its Theocratic War Strategy, the WTSsaytss i s perfectly acceptable
Ami sdirect o, and Abe evasiveo:

The talk ACautious as Serpent s Among Wol v
Scriptures justify the fAwar st%tategyo of hi

Godbés Word commandhs :offi Spewkwittrhut hi ssacei ghb
(Eph. 4:25) This command, however, does not mean that we should tell

everyone who asks us all he wants to know. We must tell the truth to one

who is entitled to know, but if one is not so entitied may be evasive

Butwemaynot tell a falsehood. é

As a soldier of Christ, [the JW] is in theocratic warfare and he must

exercise added caution when dealing with Gc
show that for the purpose of protecting th
proper to hi@ thetrutf r om Godds enemies. é

AUse Theocr at The WaltatowekBay t 1937 epagy 285

Yinsight(it2) , Vol 2, page 245, art. fiLied (emphases pro
8 The WatchtoweDecember 15, 1993, pagé (emphases provided)
Ylnsight(it2) , Vol 2, page 244, art. fALieod (italics prov

®fAssembly Real i zat i oThesWathtoweMay15Ad60, p. 295 (@raphasesn s O
supplied).
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When faced with the alternative of speaking and betraying his brothers or
not speaking and being held in contempt of court, the mature Christian
will put the welfare of his brothers ahead of his ofin.

Hiding the truth which he is not entitled to know, from an enemy does not
harm him, especially when he would use such information to harm others

who are innocent. € | n istpropereto noisdirec pi r i t ual wa

the enemy by hiding the truth. &

Godds s er vtaextreise the exteemalcaution of serpents so as to

protect properly the interests of Godébés ki.i

be very careful not to divulge any information to the enemy that he could
use to hamper the preaching wofk.

The above statememtppears in the same issue Tdfe Watchtowemagazine that calls the
organizatommour mot her and the beloved wife of our hi

CONTROLLING INFORMATION TO RESEARCHERS

ATheocratic War Strategyo0 i nrchers.dretlse fotfowingga gi ng i n
letter, the WTS issued official directions on handling inquiries from researchers, instructing

that any attempt to contact individual JWs shall be prevented, in case the JW provided their

own views and not those of the organization

This shows that the WTS knows individual JWs hold personal views that are not consistent

TO ALL BODIES OF ELDERS IN THE UNITED STATES
Dear Brothers:

Recently, academic researchers who say that they are interested in
conducting surveys of religious community activities have contacted the

Elders of a number of congregations. Since there iseal no be careful

about the nature of surveys and how such information will be used, we are
providing direction for a qualified Elder representing the congregation to

follow, provided your congregation is asked to participate in such a

survey. Someoftheoi nts t o have in mind are as

If there are survey forms, it might be kindly explained that Jehovah's
Witnesses have considerable information in their publications that would
no doubt answer some of the questions

This approachs far more advantageous in giving a witness and providing

information than having various members of the congregation taking the
time needed to fill out survey forms carefully and accurately. While in

some instances we can cooperate with research prajetiding surveys

we certainly want to avoid having [JWs] expressing personal viewpoints
that may not be in line with the Bible principles that really govern each

[ J W6 s] conduct and the wunited efforts

Jehovah's wilP®

with current Watchtower teachings. It also shows wehgwers from WTS representatives do

not

accurately depict the beliefs hmedses by

fol | «

t hey

of

t he

These official representatives are trained to say what the WTS teaches, no matter what
personal views are held by individual members.

21 ~

AQuesti ons The Wacht®ehinkd 19600 page Bgemphases supplied).

22 The WatchtoweMay 1 1957, pages 285286 (emphases supplied).
“Letter of April 25, 2001 from fiThe Christi an
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The WTS is acknowledging that an objective survey of beliefs obtained from firsthand, direct
contact with individial JWs would reveal that seriously divergent beliefs are held, with many
holding views that do not accord with official WTS teaching. Efforts by the WTS to have its
own views accepted as representing the views of all JWs would be seriously undermined if
such a research effort was documented.

In its January 2002 monthly leaflet outlining congregation meetingsKtngdom Ministry,
the Watchtower published the following announcement:

Researchers and others have contacted a number of brothers, seeking
informat i on about Jehovahds Witnesses and
requested that survey forms be completed, supplying answers to questions

related to our beliefs and teachings. If such individuals approach a
congregation publisher, he should provide the @maafi the presiding

overseer. The Elders can handle such inquiries and make an appropriate
response based on a letter addressed to all bodies of Elders, dated April 25,

2001

THEOCRATIC WAR STRATEGY EMPLOYED INWT SS@OOKLETS ON BLOOD

In 1977, the WTS relead its 64page booklet’) ehovahés Wi tnesses and

Blood (QB). The booklet canvasses religious, biological, ethical, moral and medical issues.

A point-by-point analysis of QB in my publicatiofhe Watchtower's Handling of Blodd
shows how theNTS employs its Theocratic War Strategy throughout its booklet. Analysis
shows continual misquotations, misrepresentations, selective quotations, information being

withheld, and verifiable evidences distorted.
interpretation of blood in Scripture is unsound and untenable.
In 1990, the WTS released a pamptietow Can Blood Save Your L0 I n a det ail €
analysis of that pamphlet in her artidlee hovahdéds Wi tnesses, Bl ood Tr an
of Misrepresentatiof® Kerry LouderbackWood?® came to the same conclusions:
The Society has grossly misrepresented (pa:
writers6é actual words out of context. (110)
Create[s] a false i mpresrdoinotmereaderl2) €é The So
(112) €é The Society omits the articledbds di
distorts é presents its followers with a
(117) ¢é (The Society) unfortunately does nc
article cited [by he WT S] does not contain [the WTS
(120)é More tell i nigcrimnhtiogvigforneation thats t he sel f
the Society omitted (page 124) ¢&
The pamphl et ds mo s t puzzling aspect i s it

Societyds al | onessesgersomabddecisiondtal aadept Mbod
components, a policy in place for many years prior to its printing. (125)

The pamphlet appears intentionally ambiguous, if not contradictory, as
blood components are never mentioned in its medical alternativesrsecti
banned altogether in its legal section, yet inexplicably allowed in one
statement near the end. (126)

24 Available at no cost atttp://www.jwstudies.cortblood
25 Journal Of Church And Statéutumn 2005, Vol. 47, Baylor University
26 A practicing attorney and a JW until her adulthood.
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When taken together, the misrepresentations
mind regarding the actual medical and historical perspective. The Society
deceives its followers. (125)

THEOCRATIC WAR STRATEGY EMPLOYED TOWARDS JWs

Since a JW should be entitled to know the truth, the WTS should not withhold anything from
its followers, and should be completely open towards its own people.

However, correspondendmztween JW Elder Jensen and the WTS shows that the WTS does
apply its War Strategy internally. Their correspondence is summarized later Guiltisand
is provided in full ahttp://www.jwtruth.com/articles/BloodJensenLettersText.aspx

i BD NEWSO STORIES EMPLOYED

The WTS places added pressure on JWs, using onl
of blood and painting rosy pictures of treatments employing blood substitutesWITS

never writes about the far greater risks when treatment with blood is refused. It glosses over

the fibad newsodo stories when blood substitutes a

The WTS provides JWs with a distorted, unbalanced account of the medical application of
blood, which prevents JWs making informed decisions.

HALF-TRUTHS TOLD

The WTS says that a JWb6s decision to refuse b
receive. While this may be true, it is only half the story.

[ JWs] obey the Biblaeaiaogmmamad thd obkle ®dp i als g 5
on nonblood medical management. And this choice often results in a
higher quality of treatmerf.

Since the refusal to accept blood means the outcomes for JWs is invariably made worse,
medical managers have to raise the levetedtment being provided.

The WTS does not provide JWs with the statistical and medical reports, freely available on
the www, that show the added burden and greater risks that are the outcome of its position on
blood.

It is being evasive, withholding alé¢ facts from their own followers.

27 Awake! August 2006, page 12
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MARKING, DISFELLOWSHIPING AND SHUNNING

The Watchtower Societyds (WTSO6s) expelling prac
di ssent . The Jehovahdés Witnessodos (JWs) knowl e
expelled controls their words and decisions. This, in turn, hinders the work of counselors.

ELDERS MANAGE THE EXPELLING
The expelling process is managed by the Elders:
An individual who 6has committed serious sin:

7

é Udhuacommittee of three Elders is designated to handle a case of grave
wrongdoing?®

It is not unknown for a family member to report dissent to the Elders, resulting in an enquiry

and probable drastic action. This makes it quite difficult for JWs to disthesir concerns

within the family home or from a hospital bed, even with their closest and dearest loved ones.

A JW must therefore be very careful about what they say in front of the family group. The
patientdés Counsel or muaidn ardeact aperopsiately.ensi tive to t

MARKING

Marking means that JWs minimize social involvement with a JW who is said by the Elders to
be deviating from the WTS6s teachings. The supr

What if there is someone who is significantye vi at i ng from Godds
principles? é The Elders [try] to help him,
be affecting others in the congregation or
[ J Ws ] mi ght feel obliged to 6émarkd the per:
curtailingsa i a | involvement with the Amarkedod per
would avoid the company of the fAmarkedo per
the fimarkedo individual wi || become ashamed

are avoiding his social comparfy.

DISFELLOWSHIPING AND DISASSOCIATION
Beingdisfellowshipedr consideredlisassociateds totally souddestroying for a JW. To be

out of the organizationds domain is to be cast
ADi sfellowshipingo is whatl chletheovahoés Witne
expelling and subsequent shufning of é an u

In the latest iteration of its teachings on blood, the WTS no longer disfellowships a JW who
conscientiously accepts the medical use of blood. Rather, says the WTS, thasIW h
disassociated themselvdwough their action. But the outcome is the sdnthe JW is no
longer within the bounds of the only organization where God is actually and really present.

SHUNNING
The JWb6s greatest fear i s t thie pohthi BMsdnclygingd i cy of
friends, family and loved ones, are forbidden from making any contact or acknowledging a

disfellowshiped exJW. The only JWs who may still communicate with anngmber are
their spouse and children while they are living in shene home.

8 Happy Are Those Whom God @sxts Watchtower September 1, 1981 pp. 21
29 Happy Are Those Whom God Corredt¢atchtower September 1, 1981 pp-210
%0 Disfellowshiping How to View It Watchtower September 15, 1981 pp. 22

© 2006 Doug Mason 14 doug_mason1940 @yahoo.c@u



http ://www.jwstudies.com Marking, disfellowshiping and shunnin

[An exJW] can no longer converse with members of the [JW]
congregatior-

A person who disassociates themselves has the same expérienseo longer possible to
have any contact with JWs, even with their own relatives.

By avoiding persons o have deliberatehdisassociatedthemselves
Christians are protected from possible critical, unappreciative, or even
apostate views>

ALL CONTACT IS DENIED

iShunningd means all socialization is denied,
enormos pressure in a patientds mind as they <co
decision. The despair has led disfellowshiped JWs to sdicide

[The expelling process] rules out social fellowship, too, such as joining an
expelled person in a picnic or pgrball game, trip to the beach or theater,
or sitting down to a meal with hirf.

The WTS demands the complete breakdown
of loving relationships within families

Because of the exclusive nature of the organization, the people within the congregation had
been the exJWs only friends for many years. The prospect of being completely cast adrift and
totally cut away is a mighty disincentive to disobedience in word or in deed.

A man who isdisfellowshiped or who disassociates himsed#y still live

at home withh i s [ J W] wi f e and faithful childrer
affections and dealings can continue. The situation is different if the

disfellowshiped or disassociated one is a relative living outside the

immediate family circle and home. It might be possible to reweost no

contact at al | with the relative. é This

%1 Discipline That Can Yield Peaceable Fruivatchtower April 151988, p 29
%2 Discipline That Can Yield Peaceable Fruivatchtower April 15 1988, pp 27
%3 Who Pays the Ferry Maat http://www.freeminds.org/psych/ferryman.htm

%4 Disfellowshiping How to View If Watchtower September 15, 1981 p. 24. (For a detailed analysis of
thisWatchtowemr t i cl e see fiWatchtower Destroys Familieso
http://www.escapefromwatchtower.com/shun.html
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emotions and family ties, such as grand
grandchildrer?®

The WTS requires its members to risk their lives on the operating table on the basis of its
ability to apply Scripture. Even more, it demands the complete severance of loving

relationships between parents and their children, between grandparents and their
grandchildren, and so on, for the sake of the organization. The loyalty demanded by the WTS
confronts a Counselor and places the JW patient under great stress.

NOT EVEN A SIMPLE AHELLOO

A woman é was upset because former ac
with her after she chose to reject th
longer converse with memiseof the [JW] congregation. [Disfellowshiped

JWs are] totally cut off from loved ones and from close contact with the

[JW] congregation®®

A simple fAHellod to someone can be the fil
conversation and maybe even a friendship. Woume want to take that

first step with a disfellowshiped person?
fell owship with [ an] expelled person, he t
(supporting or participating) in the wicke
from the congreation, expelled®

EX-JWS FURIOUS

It is possible that the WTS disfellowshiped certain JWs for not following its teachings on the
medical use of blood but in later years the WTS might alter its position and then agreed with
those JWs. But this does not pet those who had been cast out to return. They had
demonstratedndependent thougtand hadgone aheadf the Governing Body, and it is this

that is not acceptable. Loyalty is the key.

Previously disfellowshiped JWS are furious when their stance is damapted. They have
suffered the unnecessary heartbreak of shunning, and although the WTS might later agree
with their dissent, the heartbreak continues.

% Discipline That Car¥ield Peaceable FruitWatchtower April 15 1988, p 28
% Discipline That Can Yield Peaceable Fruiatchtower April 15 1988, p 29
%7 Disfellowshiping How to View If Watchtower September 15 1981, p. 25
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WTS: PATIENT CONFIDENTIALITY CAN BE BROKEN

LAWS PROTECT CONFIDENTIALITY OF A PATIENT®& RECORDS

Peopledemand that their personal information must be kept secure, and are accessible only to
persons who are duly authorized. Generally, people are most sensitive about the security of
their financial and medical records.

DILEMMA FACING A JW

Using a hypothetida per son named Mary to r¥&@Wetheent
Watchtower Society (WTS) illustrates the dilemma they might be faced with.

Mary works as a medical assistant at a hosp@ak requirement she has

to abide by in her work is confidentialitphe must keep documents and
information pertaining to her work from going to unauthorized persons.
Law codes in her state also regulate the disclosure of confidential
information on patients.

One day Mary faced a dilemmbn processing medical recordfiescame
upon information indicating that a patient, a fellow [JW], had submitted to
an abortior®. Did [Mary] have a Scriptural responsibility to expose this
information to Elders in the congregation, even though it might lead to her

any

losing her job, to hebei ng sued, or to her employer 6

problems? &

When there seems to be serious wrongdoing,

what he knows so that the apparent sinner can receive help and the
congregat ibeprésservedfuri ty

INDEPENDENT ADVICE

The foll owing advice was obtained in response t

medical record without the knowledge or permission of that patient. The advice relates to the
laws of Victoria, Australia as they stood in October 2006. The prafieskicounselor is
advised to obtain local advice.

It would be a breach of the Health Records Act 2001 for a medical service
to disclose health information to a church elder without the consent of the
patient/client of the health service. It would alsoibéreach of accepted
professional ethics to disclose health information to ahemith service
without the patient's consent except in very limited circumstances such as
threat to life of the patient or other persdhs.

JWS TOLD TO OBEY THE WTS RATHER THAN MANGS LAWS

The WTS says the laws of the land are of an authority that is lesser than the authority of the
WTS.

% Includinga doctor or a member of a Hospital Liaisdommittee

¥ Abortioni s one offence that may Rratides@letavahkW t o be
Wi t nesses a httpa/expdts.pbut.camde/p/pr/Practices Jehovah's Witnesses.htm

0 A Time to Spe@kWhen?2Watchtower September 1 1987, p. 12 (emphases supplied)

! Email dated 17 October 2006 from the Office of the Health Services Commissioner, a statutory
authority of the Government of Victoria, Australia.
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There may be times when a [JW] is obligated to bring a matter to the

attention of the Elders. True, it illegal in many countries to disclose

unauthorized onew h a t is found in private records. E
he is facing a situation whetke law of God required him to report what

he knew despite the demands of lesser authoritiesthen that is a

responsibility he accepts before JehlavThere are times when a [JW]

fi muabey God as ruler rather than men &

Thus the WTS says that the need for Elders to |
far greater than manés | aws that priomhorabi t such
nd unethical action is said to keep the congre

While oaths or solemn promises should never be taken lightly, there may

be times when promises required by men are in conflict with the

requirement that we render exclusdevotion to our GodWwhen someone

commits a serious sin, he, in effect, COoOme s
One wronged, Jehovah God. All who become part of the [JW]

congregatioput t hemsel ves uncdngregativocieanh o t o keep t
both l:% what tby do personally and by the way they help others to remain

clean.

WTS SAYS ITS REQUIREMENTS CARRY MORE WEIGHT

Even though unauthorized disclosure of personal medical records is illegal, the Watchtower
Society (WTS) sees its need to access these pensmtalbls as being more important than
any laws.

Mary was somewhat apprehensive about the legal aspects but fdit that

this situation Bible principles should carry more weight than the

requirement that she protect the privacy of the medical records €é So

Mary ¢é decided conscientiously that this w
fkeep quiet. o é Mary wa sthedegahaspebtsat appr ehens
but felt that in this situatioBible principles should carry more weight

than the requirement that she protect theprivacy of the medical

records. **

WT SsSGAW IS SUPREME OVER EMPLOYERGS RIGHTS
The WTS is fully aware of what an employer rightfully expects of its employees. There is no

doubt how the WTS acts when it suspects one
infor mat i ono. It even disfellowships (discharges
with an exJW.

Employers have a right to expect that thei
good fidelity to the full,d including obse
And where the law reinforces a requirement on confidentiality, the matter

becomes still more serious. Hence, before a [JW] takes an oath or puts

himself under a confidentiality restriction, whether in connection with

employment or otherwise, it would be wise determine to the extent

possible what problems this may produce because ofcanflict with

2 A Time to Speak When2Watchtower September 1 1987, p. 13 (emphases supplied)
“3 A Time to SpedkWhen?Watchtower September 1 1987, p. 13 (emphases supplied)
44 A Time to Spe@kWhen2Watchtower September 1 1987, p. 14 (emphases supplied)
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Bible requirements. e

annot ignore Caesarédés law or
of an oath, bul e hovahos

c
) | 2% is supreme

JW DOCTORS AND LAWYERS MUST REPORT TO THE ELDERS

The WTS says that JWSs, including doctors and lawyers, are oblideddk privacy laws and
pass personal information to the Elders.

Anticipating the problem, somdgJWs] who are lawyers, doctors,
accountants, and so forth, have prepared guidelmegriting and have
asked brothers who may consult them to read these over before revealing
anything confidential. Thus an understanding is required in advanci that
serious wrongdoing comes to light, the wrongdoer would be encouraged to
go to the Elders in higongregation about the matter. It would be
understood that if he did not do so, the counselor would feel an obligation
to go to the Eldershimself *

WTS LAW KEEPS THE CONGREGATION ACLEANO

The WTS says a JW might deci died & mt ifidblrietaycth itnh eor
keep the congregation clean.

There may be occasions whataithful servant of God is motivatéy his

personal convictions, basetwstraimorhi s knowl ed ¢
even breach the requirements of confidentiality becadfishe superior

demands of divine law Courage and discretion would be needed. The

objective would not be to spy on anotherds
and tokeep the [JWEongregation clean®’

Since the Elders do not provide the congregation with reasons for a JW being
disfellowshiped, the rest of the congregation never knows the nature of a misdemeanor, so its
cleanliness would remain unsullied.hi s shows t hat by fAkeep the ¢
WTS actually meandisfellowshipiné’.

IMPACT ON A JW PATIENT® DECISIONS

JWs fear being disfellowshiped, in particular the elemerghofnning A JW patient would
normally be aware that fellow JWs, even their loved ones, are likely to report their actions to
the local Elders. This would likely affetiteir decision concerning the medical use of blood.

To ensure a JW patient receives the care and treatment that is in their best interest, the patient
needs to know they can make their decision confident that the medical care facility has
systems in plac& ensure their decision concerning the medical use of blood will never be
available to another JW.

> A Time to Spe@kWher? Watchtower September 1 1987, pp.i1%5 (emphases supplied)
“® A Time to Spe@kWhen?2Watchtower September 1 1987, p. 15 (emphases supplied)
" A Time to Spe@kWhen2Watchtower September 1 1987, p. 15 (emphases supplied)
“8 Disfellowshiping is discussed the following Section of thiGuide
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PAST DECISIONS CREATE PRESENT DILEMMAS

THE WT SSGMEDICAL HISTORY

History has a habit of casting its long shadow forward, helping us to understand the.prese
For a large part of its history, the Watchtower Society (WTS) has been decideedgiante.

In the field of medical science, the WTS has notably been against vaccinations and blood. The
record of the WTS6s medical atpevesahsites onchemem t s i s r
including:

http://ajwrb.org

http://www.seanet.com/~raines/quackery.htmi

http ://www.watchtowerinformationservice.org/index.php/watchtower quotes/medical
-science/vaccination

http://www.quotesnvatchtower.co.uk/bloodtml

http://www.religioustolerance.org/witness6.htm

WT Ss@AN ON BLOOD ORIGINALLY TOTAL

When the Watchtower Society (WTS) initially developed its ban on the transfusion of blood,
its messagewas s i mpl e: fAno bloodo. Initially the WTS
vaccinations, which may be sourced from blood that was pooled and stored.

VACCINATIONS AVIRTUALLY UNAVOIDABLEO

For decades, the WTS conducted a sustained binfallmed attackon vaccinations. It now

tolerates vaccinations using blood even though they employ processes it finds unacceptable.

The WTS finds vaccinati U max leaveseahe decision tvhethdr foy un a v ¢
accept a vaccination containing bloodtoea®téJs consci ence.

Often, several liters of blood are removed from a horse each time it @,b/lddareupon the

red cells and plasma are separated and processed to produce the vaccine. The WTS does not
approve of the steps taken in the production of suckinves yet allows JWs to accept the

final product.

WTS RESPONDS TO TRANSFUSIONS OF BLOOD COMPONENTS

With advances in medical technology, whole blood was rarely given. Rather, specific parts of
blood were administered t ohedMI8 respended,arbipacly i ent & s
deciding there are four imaj or component so of
platelets) that cannot be transfused, alongside its ban on the transfusion of whole blood.

[JWSs] reject all transfusions involving wholdobd or the four primary
blood components red cells, plasma, white cells, and platelets. As for the
various fractions derived from those componénaésmd products that
contain such fractiords the Bible does not comment on these. Therefore
each J e h o ws& mdkes higViownn gersonal decision on such
matters>*

9 The WatchtoweNovember 1 1961 p. 670, Questions from Readers. The Watchtower November 15
1964 p. 682Employment and Your Conscience

%0 Usually every two or three months.
°1 Awake!, August 2006, pp. 112.
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Certainly, the Bible does not comment on the
plasma, white cell s, and platelets)o. But where

WTS FORCED TO MAKE CONTINUAL AMENDMENTS

Medical science continues to extract an increasing number of products from blood. Once the
WTS opened the gates to vaccinations using blood, the transfusion of some parts of blood,
and to certain medical procedures, the WTS has had moincally amend its list of
permissions. Some estimate the WTS has made over 200 such adjustments.

Official church publications show that the use of serum was prohibited by

the church from 1964 to 1973, the use of clotting factors by hemophiliacs

was prohbited until 1978 and the use of albumin was forbidden until

1981. é The tot al rever sal of t he policy
hemogl obin i n raises furthe cogcerasrabout éhe ever

changing nature of the polic}?

Details of t hamgeddndéversalp aré availaplateg:Hajwrb.org

THE WTS DOES NOT HAVE A BLANKET BAN ON BLOOD
The WTS does not have a blanket ban on the medical use of blood or on every medical

procedure that employs blood. Itisrmot ino bl oodd organization. For

ajwrb.org
http://jehovahswitnessesandblood.quickseek.com

http://www.pubmedcentral.nih.gov/articlerender.fcqgi?artid=1305593

Jehovahdés Witnesses are allowed to accept so

The WS permits a Jehovahoés Witness (JW) to at |
a most difficult position for JWs and for the providers of their medical needs.

°2 Jehovah'&Vitnesses and artificial bloddOsamu Muramoto 164 (7): 969Canadian Medical
Association Journal dtttp://www.cmaj.ca/cgi/content/full/164/7/969
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PRESENT DILEMMAS FOR THE WTS

Dilemma: WTS recognizes blood to be an organ

Initially, the WTS banned transfusions because they were a form of eating, which was banned
by Scriptire. Today, the WTS recognizes blood as an organ. So the WTS should recognize
that a transfusion is a form of organ transplant, a process it accepts.

Blood is often |Iikened to an organ of the |
organ® incredibly wonderfulandini que, 6 Dr . /Mwkelce Lenes tol
Uni que indeed! One textbook describes bloo

body thatés a fluido.

Dilemma: Oral medications containing blood

It does not appear that the WTS has provided clear instructions regarding thé ara¢ o
medications that contains blodtHere, the blood components may be swallowed.

Dilemma: Ongoing medical developments
The ongoing devel opments are causing a strain o

Within each red blood cell are some 300 milihemoglobin molecules
Hemoglobin represents about one third of the volume of a mature red cell.
Each molecule contains the protein globin and a pigment calledéheme
which includes an iron at om. é

Some manufacturers now process hemoglaieieasing it fom human or
bovine red blood cellsThe extracted hemoglobin is then filtered to
remove impurities, chemically modified and purified, mixed with a
solution, and packaged.

The end produé not yet approved for use in most laddis called a
hemoglobinbased oxygen carrier, or HBOC. Since the heme is
responsible for the rich red color of blgaunit of HBOC looks just like
a unit of red blood cells, the primary component from which it is taken

Unlike red blood cells, which must be refrigerated and discaafted a

few weeks, the HBOC can be stored at room temperature and used months
later. And since the cell membrane with its unique antigens is gemere
reactions due to mismatched blood types pose no threat

However,compared with other blood fractiongie HBOC presents more
challenges to conscientious [JWsJho seek to obey God's law on blood.
Why? As long as thedBOC is derived from blogdthere are two
objections that may be raised.

A One, the HBOC carries out the key function of a primary
component bblood, the red cells.

A Two, hemoglobin from which the HBOC is derivednakes up a
significant portion of that component

Regarding this and similar products, thddWs] face a very serious
decision.

>3 Awake! August 2006, page 3

>4 Such a It is being compiled &loBlood Guide to Medicines Containing Blood Components and
Fractionsat http://www.noblood.org/comunity/3225nobloodguidelinesto-medicinescontaining
bloodcomponentdractions.html
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They must carefully and prayerfully meditate on Bibpinciples
concerning the sacredness of blood. With a keen desire to maintain a good
relationship with Jehovaheach must be guided by his Bikkained
conscienc® Galatians 6:5°

GALATIANS 6:5 1S AN ILLUMINATING REFERENCE
The WTS6s r ef e 6:2attbeecontlusionathesaboveapiece is illuminating.

In its methodology, the WTS first presents its conclusion and then it refers to Scripture. It is
not starting with Scripture to arrive at a conclusion.

The way the citation is presented at the efhthe article could be understood as saying that

Galatians6:5 refers to the whole of the article. But that is not the intent, and the context in

Galatians has nothing to do with blood. The wordsGialatians6 : 5 (i n t he WTS6s
translation it readsfor each one will carry his own logdshows that the WTS is relating

Gal atians 6:5 to onl y eachmustfbée guddd bywhis Bidlgined f t he ai
conscienceo.

The WTS does not write HAguided by -trained consci

conscienceo. Thus when the WTS demands that a .
it appears the WTS really means fito exercise t
WTSbés teachingso. A JW may e xensofibloa thathhei r cons
WTS all ows. That is not a true exercise of <con

the training the WTS has provided.
The direct context of Galatians 6:5 reads (NIV):

Carry each otherods burdenlshelamofd in this we
Christ If anyone thinks he is somethimghen he is nothing, he deceives

himself. Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in

himself, without comparing himself to somebody eflee eachone should

carry his own load®®

Thus these final words do not carry the intent suggested by the WTS.

The purpose of the letter to the Galatians shoyv
Christo in the context of Galatians 6:05. Paul '
were demanding obedience to the Law of Moses. In their case, the issue was the rite of
circumcision. The WTS requires JWs to obey the Law of Moses, such as in Leviticus.

This is not the place for a detailed study, but the following is one typical paiss@gdatians:

| declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated
to obey the whole law. You who are trying to be justified by law have
been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. But by faith
we eagerly await thnogh the Spirit the righteousness for which we hope.
For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value.
The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through Rve.

What Paul says regarding circumcision is relevant alsbedaivs concerning blood.

%> Awake!, August 2006, page 11 (emphases supplied)
* Galatians 6:2 5 (NIV)
>’ Galatians 5:3 6 (NIV)
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WT SSEBCRIPTURAL ERROR CONCERNING ABLOODO

When Noah was instructed to remove all of the blood from an animal before he was allowed
to eat it, the display of the blood demonstrated that the beast was dead. Throughout all of the

Sci ptures, the word

recorded at Acts 15:29 and Ac
s the ic26confersPponding passa

When the meeting

Aibloodd invariably means dd

fimurder o not if oodo,

a

In a blood transfusion, the bldaloes not represent the death of its previous owner. Neither is
it from an animal that God permitted to be eaten.

( N\
S
\

\

«\ S
A=

Throughout Scripture, the word
ABl oodd al ways

WTS INCONSISTENCIES

In a transfusion, the bloodneverrequires

me

Some of t he WTSO6s

the donor to die

decisions appear neither l og
with its preparedness to allow some blood fractions, many of which are produced using
processes that the WTS does not tolerate, yet it denies the useroblothek fractions. JWs

rightly ask: fAWhen is blood no longer blood?0
While forbidding the transfusion of blood
t he Society has l ong allowed the consumpt
components as albumin and immunoglobulins; thesmponents are
permissible because bl ood(Avwake!Juneus used in

22, 1982, pp. 2R7). This policy is contradictory. Dr. Lowell Dixon,

physician for the Brooklyn h
person needs a particulalood element to save his life then that element is

Ih Searchhof Ghristia( Ereedotpe287). i n

A further inconsistency in the doctrine can be found in the allowance of
the minor components. A person suffering from third rdegourns over
forty percent of her body would need to receive approximately 600 grams
of albumin. In order to extract this amount of albumin, from eleven to
of
guant ity dn Se&ch d&f Choistidn Freedomp. 290). Similarly,
extracting the immunoglobulins needed for a single cholera vaccination
requires over three quarts of blood (lbid.).

f or mer st aff

a 6majord one

si xteen quart

S

bl ood woul d be needed;

Witness hemophiliacs are allowed to take preparations that include Factor
VIII, a blood compoent that assists in clotin(Watchtower June 15,

See AThe Meaning of the WoSthbs, aBilamedoddownloadatScr i pt ur e
http:/AMww.jwstudies.cortblood.html

*9 Genesis 9:6
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1978, pp. 3031). The amount of blood required to extract enough Factor
VIII for a hemophiliac to live 16.5 years is over 100,000 quértsSearch

of Christian Freedomp. 290). Interestingly, while Witres hemophiliacs
are allowed to take preparations with Factor VI, a-hemophiliac who

is involved in an accident may not take this clotting ag€oimments from

the Friends,Winter 1994, p. 4). The rationale seems to be that hemo
philiacs are only usin@ small amount of the blood component at one
time, whereas an accident victim requires a large quantity of Factor VIl to
increase clotting®

AN OBSERVER MIGHT NOT KNOW WHAT IS BEING TRANSFUSED

It might not be possible for an observer to know whethepadoproduct being provided to a

JW patient is on the WTS6s banned |list or not.
and of their medical care providers for the patient and carers to keep the conscientious
decision confidential.

J

)
!

Is the JW receiving a product permitted by the WTS?

CHANGES HAVE TO BE ACCEPTED BY JWS

The WTSd6s position on the medical use of i s
developments in medical products and services. And it swings back and forth.

With each policy chage, JWs haves to follow them, strictly and without question. Followers

are removed from the organization for failing to follow a teaching, only to find that a while
later, the WTS changes its teachings to those of the people it had eliminated from the grou
From that time on, all had to follow the new doctrine.

Since the WTS allows a JW to make a conscience decision over some products from blood,
this could be seen as a means of the WTS orgart
decision. This mighbe an attempt to reduce the likelihood of successful litigation against the
WT S. But J WO s are finding it increasingly di f
associated with the WTS6s various permissions &

®0 The Watchman Expositor: Jehovah's Witnes&sod and Bulgariahttp://www.watchman.org/
jw/bloodbulgaria.htm
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MANAGEMENT OF PREPARED DOCUMENTATION

THE NEED FOR PRIOR ARRANGEMENTS

Medical science is able to keep a person alive while they are no longer competent to make
decisions, such as following serious illness or injury, the effects of aging, mental incapacity,
and so on. It is normally imgssible to determine their wishes at that time regarding their
ongoing treatment.

To cater for such eventualities, laws covering the provision of medical care s€rpimasde

means for any person to specify their wishes beforehand, while they arersgietent. State
authorities often provide their requirements and their formfinen addressing issues such as
resuscitation, intravenous feeding, and the like. Some have very specific requirements, and a
counselor needs to be fully aware of these.

TYPES OF FORMS

of ficial forms are employed to indicate a pers
services should they become too incapacitated in the future to make their wishes known.

e Advance directives

An Advance Directive instructs family members, dival providers and others about the
medical and nursing care that the person wants when they are no longer competent to make
their wishes known. An Advance Directive is completed and validated while a person is still
able to give their instructions and stlbe completed before the directions are needed.

A Aliving willo is one type of advance direct
instructions as to the kinds of care to provide or withhold, and the type of conditions in which

it should apply. Sme states have very specific requirements for a living will to be valid. The

rules for signing an Advance Directive vary among the states.

e Health care power of attorney

A fAhealth car e%fsdiffesnt framfa livang with becarise & nameseoor
more persons to make medical decisions for the signer in the event of incapacity.

While a fAliving willd gives instructions about
empowers an individual to take actions on behalf of the patient suclgrasosisents, discuss
health care issues with the care team, and secure second medical opinions.

Some states formally recognize only one or the other kind of document, but most states
expressly permit both kinds.

Some administrations combine the two docuatsanto one. This allows a single signature to
satisfy the for mal requirements and ensures h
instructions at the one time.

THE WT SSADVANCE DIRECTIVE

At the start of each calendar year, the Watchtower SodltyS) issues its Advance
Directive forms to its followers. Jehovahos Wi:
home and bring it back to a specified meeting where they sign it and have their signature
witnessed by two members of the organizatione WAT S has been doing this for many years

®1 Most commonly, state governments are responsible.

Known variously as fADurable Power of Attorneyod, f
Treat ment) o and similar.
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(see, for exampleThe Watchtowenf December 1, 1984 and the first issuekohgdom
Ministry for each calendar year).

Conducting the renewal annually can be seen
stancein the mind of each JW. It can also be seen as providing the Elders with a means for
checking JWs who remains loyal to the organization, with family and the congregation
directly involved in the verification process.
The WTS writes of its Advance Direcév
In the event that you are rendered unconscious in an emergency, the card
will:
¢ ldentify you as one of Jehovah's Witnesses
¢ Alert medical personnel to your refusal of blood
¢ Indicate that you have filled out a DPA form
« Identify your emergency contacts.
The identification of the bearer as a JW helps
is known about by the general community.
The early cards completely eliminated all use of blood:
NO BLOOD TRANSFUSION I
As a God-fearing Christian and a believer of Jehovah's
word, the Bible, | hereby demand that blood, in any |
way, shape or form, is NOT to be fed into my body; |
however, blood substitutes may he vsed in case of |
extreme loss of blood.
"'YOU MUST NOT EAT THE BLOOD OF ANY SORT OF FLESH' |
LEVITICUS 17:14 NW |
|
I
SR oo D e e S e ]
Witness S S T R Gl VSR ] '
Early Advance Directive card
Changes in the Wit8dis thes later rAdvance aDirextives éséel below).
However, these do not state that some parts of blood may be administered.
The | ater Directives include a fiReleaseo0o for

liability. This should not be necgary, since medical staff are bound by legislation to follow a
patientds expressed request s.

®H L OVIPRGVISIONS FOR OUR HEALTH CARE (Outline for Service Meeting part for the
week of January 8, 2001)06, page 1
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1999 Advance Directive
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