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The Organi zati ol

Theocratic Arrangement

During the heady days t hdabverhirg@Bodpd tUkbodabésl e
Witnessesillustrated its claims with the following diagram.

Modern-day Theocratic Organization
of Jehovaho6s Chri st

JEHOVAH GOD ) =
Jesus Christ

Head of the Chriﬁﬁi‘an Congregation

=
—_—

AnFai t hf ul and Disdrece¢

whom Jesus has 6appointed over| all

| GOVERNING BODY

[
LDERS ( ELDERS ELDERS ELDERS ELDERS

he Cong. in the Cong. in the Cong. in the Cong. In the Co

MINISTERIAL MINISTERIAL MINISTERIAL MINISTERIAL
SERVANTS SERVANTS SERVANTS SERVANTS

Chart from The WatchtoweiDecember 15, 1971, page 749

The diagram shows Jesus Christiredrt contr ol of the AFaithful an
(FDS), with a representative group, known as t
worl dwi de body of Jehovahés Witnesses (JW).

A Theocracy

The GB defines its authoritarian rule asteeocracyate m t hat descri bes a fgo:
a god or priestso. The GB asserts that the NT
of thegovernmenby God that today operates only through its organization.

This theocratic governmeittheKingdom of God is healed by Jehovah God. His son Jesus
Christ directs its sole earthly representative of the Kingtddine Governing Body of
Jehovahés Witnesses, a group of about ten men

In theWatchtowemagazine where it presented the above diagiiaenGB wrote:

Jehovah the great Theocrat has now provided us the theocratic
organizatiorfor getting this good news preached to its completion.

It is a theocratic organizatiomuled from the divine Top dowrand not
from the rank and file up.

! Terms such ag/atchtower Bible and Tract SocigW/TBTS) andinternational Bible Students
Association(IBSA) are formal bodig set up to satisfy the legal requirements of various nations.

2The Watchtower December 15, 1971, page 754, par. 27, fTh
Move Forward Nowo. Highllghtimywity bndarlihinghateibeen &ided. X vy ,
© 2007 Doug Mason 1 doug_masonl1940@yahoo.com.




The Organizationds Theocratic Arrang

The claim continues to be made
Over the years, the Governing Body continues to assert these claims.

Jehovah God has ¢é provided his visible or
di screet sl av eanointechangs to hefp Chrigtians ip allr i t

nations to understa and apply properly the Bible in their livddnless

we are in touch with this channel of communication that God is using, we

will no} progress along the road to lifieo matter how much Bible reading

we do.

It is as Peter expressed it when some oftthes c i pl es st umbl ed over

t eac hi n gwhomishath wel go away ?o You havesayings of

everlasting life o (John 6:68) The Lord Jesus Chr i
Asayinthe, 6o saddspensing them through the on
s| aveod anthataetadayades on eatth

Communication from Jehovah God

Jehovah God is said to make his wildl known to
this information is made available to the Remnant of the Class, who are still on earth. The
heavenlyportion of this Class rules with Christ, while the Governing Body is their sole

representative on earth. Jehovah God only communicates with humankind through this

system. The Governing Body thus performs the role and duties that other Christians assign to

the Holy Spirit.

The Governing Bodyobés position Aimust be re

Disobedience to the instructions from the GB is said to be the same as disobeying Jehovah
God himself. It is as serious as that.

AiWhom shall we ¢ o0-6%9 MoagyestibnoaBadt. Wedlo hn 6: 66

need help to understand the Bible, amd cannot find the Scriptural

guidance we need outside the *fifaithful and
Your attitude toward the wheatli ke anointe
treatment you accord themiliskbe the determining factor as to whether

you go into fefedlastimsgecwetioegerl asting

Recognition of t hat governing body and it
arrangement of things ipecessary for submission to the headship of

Gobs Son

Real l vy, can we get along without the dire

No, we cannot?

®The Watchtower December 15, 1971, page 754, par. 29, ATh
Move Forward Nowbo

*The WatchtoweDbe c e mber 1 1981, page 27 par. 4, fAThe Path
Brightero

® The Watchtowebecember 1 1981, page31lpar 19 A The Path of the Righteous
Brightero

®The WatchtoweF e br uary 15 1981 page 19 ADo We Need Help t
"The WatchtoweAugust 1 1981 page 26 par. 20, fHarvesting
® The Watchtowebecembe 15 1972 page 755, fiDo You Submit to CI
®The Watchtowed anuary 15 1983, page 27 par. 20 fAArmed for

© 2007 Doug Mason 2 doug_masonl1940@yahoo.com.



The Organizationds Theocratic Arrang

Modern-day Theocratic Organization
of Jehovahos Chri st

God provides
and amends
instructions
Jesus Christ Vi
Head of the Christian Congregation God
I communicates
= R . oply with FDS R
AFaithful and Discr|leet \Eglylav 0
whom Jesus has O6appointed over Jall hGoverningBody)i
GOVERNING BODY '& dema_ndS_
unguestioning

ELDERS ~ ELDERS ~ ELDERS ~ ELDERS ~ELDERg_ Obedience
n the Cong. in the Cong. in the Cong. in the Cong. in the Cong.
'SERUAITS 'Seruatts || Witnesses must

wait on the
s G ing Bad
Gr eat Crowd of nJeh@o?\\gam ign)ér

Godods ins

Modern-day Theocratic Organization
of Jehovahoés Chri st
= Elect group of

JEHOVAHGOD )= 144,000 born of
§ the spiri.t.
Jesus Christ [ e A

Head of the Chriﬁltlilan Congregation

— - The sole means of
AFait hful and DI s cr|e e|communication D

whom Jesus has Gappointed ovelr_ s from Jehovah God
GOVERNING BODY 4"\< and Christ
ELDERS . ELDERS . ELDERS . ELDERS . ELDERS
n the Cong. in the Cong. in the Cong. in the Cong. in the Cong.
EFE [T

dependent on the

- Organization.
Gr eat Crowd of N J e h| jesus did not die

for them.

Accountability, responsibility and power

True to its claim of being a HAgweoatronThisent 0, t he
is shown in the followng diagram, which is drawn from information provided in official
publications along with experiences provided by JWs.

The structure of the organization shows the GB
Chart shows that the GB takes ultimate oesibility and accountability for all legal, ethical
and moral issues.

The Writing Department wields great power, being the producer of magazines and books that
are Astudiedo in a tightly controlled process.
simultaneously in precise loekep unison, like the North Korean army on parade.

© 2007 Doug Mason 3 doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.



T

he Organizationd6s Theocratic Arrang

Worldwide A
Order

o I To I>

A Governing Body (GB) is responsible for giving direction and impetus.
GOVERNING A Takes the lead for smooth functioning of the organization and for unity.
BODY A Gives direction to the Branch Committees throughout the world.
A Considers recommendations from the Branch Committee for all Bethel elders, Bethel
overseer, printery overseer, and office overseer, as well as for circuit and district overseers.
¢ A Considers major real estate transactions and significant construction projects.
Cha i_ r man ‘25 Coordinates the five‘GB committees. Text from the ABra
Committee E#%gﬁﬁ >}he Governing Body operates smoothly and Manual means: The GB is the
) supreme judicial and legislative
¢ A Passes urgent matters affecting JWs to the GB. council. They decide matters of
p itt A Personnel Committee A Teaching Committee d%(;trr:ne at?d practlgle.f'l'lrey C:]QCIQB
ommitlees A Publishing Committee A Writing Committee which matiers are disteliowsnipping
at Bethel A Service Committee offences.

The Worldwide Order is an unincorporated association comprising baptized ministers in special
full-time service throughout the world.

Perform assignments received from the Worldwide Order.
Each member of the Worldwide Order signs a Vow of Obedience and Poverty.
The Worldwide Order provides ministers for the legal entity or entities used by the Branches.

Branch Committee members and others exercise caution when asked to describe the activities
of the members of the Worldwide Order.

| BRANCH OFFICES (The Governing Body directly appoints all members of Branch Committees)

| Branch Committee | A

Located in most principal countries.
Encouraged to register anbtVTBISoe aetrcec)o gtno zg
out the affairs of the Branch legally.

Responsible for oversight of the preaching.

Supervises congregations, missionaries, special pioneers, pioneers, and interested ones.
Assigns Special Pioneers to work isolated territories or to assist congregations needing help.

- DISTRICT CO).
O eDIZEICtDO (Saverel Clleulis - A (Ch)e cks on CO6s work.
verseer (DO) generally 10 - form ) . . .
Sometimes resolves major problems in a congregation (such as

a fADi)stri gt

A District Overseer (DO) normally visits a congregation with a Circuit Overseer

interpersonal and procedural matters).

A Oversees the Circuit Assembly, Vis
Congregationo.

vy

CIRCUIT

(20 to 25 local congregations)

A A Circuit Overseer (CO) visits each congregation about every
6 months. Local congregation pays expenses during his stay.

A Operates as a management field supervisor.

| Circuit Overseer (CO) | A Checks on activity.

N

LOCAL A 4 Service Committee Body of Elders
CONGREGATION Local Elders Typically: Presiding Overseer, Typically: Presiding Overseer, Secretary,
(men only) Service Overseer and Secretary. Service Overseer, Watchtower Study
y o ) Overseer, Theocratic Ministry School
* Hospital Liaison Committee Overseer, Congregation Book Study Overseer
Ministerial Servants (men only) |
Regular Pioneers Voluntary preaching or field service work
Aucxiliary Pioneers Special Pioneer: 140 hours service per month
Congregation Publishers Regular Pioneer: min. 70 hours service/month
Unbaptized Publishers Auxiliary Pioneer: min. 50 hours service/month ©2007 Doug Mason

The AFDS

0 does not appear in the

Organi z a

Although the FDS is provided a prominent role in the Chart shown on page 1 of this Study, it
does not appear as an itiéable entity in the above Organization Chart, because the FDS

class has no operational responsibility. The members of the GB are of the FDS Class, and the
GB as a whole represents thBS.

© 2007 Doug Mason 4 doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.



The Organizationds Theocratic Arrang

The anointed as individual sintmge wused to s
factories, to write and publish books and magazines, and are sent out as

public speakerssometravel as branch, circuit and district servants, others

continue as faithful congregation overseers and study conddttors.

Worldwide Religious Order

Despt e being the members of the FDS, the small n
hoped have no responsibility and no authority,
Body.

Rather than use the FDS for its teaching, preaching and similar responsiltil@i&B set up

a Religious Order, originalTiymek nSoewnv aanst stoh et ofi Qpre

these tasks. Virtually all members of this religious Order are not members of the FDS. To
reflect the worl dwi de r a&2008ikbecame khowease der 6 s act
fiWorldwide Order of Special Fullime Servants of Jehovah's Witnessés

At the time of the name change, the GB wrote:

Worldwide, a total of 19,823 ordained ministers staff such branch
facilities. All are members of thé/orldwide Order of Special Fulime
Servants of Jehovah's Witnes$es

As with other religious Orders, its members undertake a vow of poverty and obedience. This
is recognized by the Courts. Based on evidence
Witnesses, a Coucbncluded:

The purposeof the theWorldwide Order of Special Fullime Servants of
Jehovahos(tieDrdes ¢ s sferthet tloe refigious objectives of
Jehovahodos oWitnesses

Membersof the Order arespecial, fulltime servantsvho oversee the

spin t ual needs of the various Jehovahoés Wit
assigned to servéembers of the Order take a vow of poverty and are

prohibited from secular employmenthey perform their duties without

salary. Instead, in return for their serviceshey r ecei ve fAhousing ar
nominal monthly reimbursement for personal necessities provided by the

Order .o The Order is responsihle for arran

The following is also based on evidence provided to a Court by legal counded for t
Jehovahds Witnesses.

. STATEMENT OF FACTS. Plaintiff (Montavilla Unit of the
Portl and, or company o f) isJee feligioua h 6
organization € The Circuit Overseer i
hierarchy of theWorldwide Order of SpeciaFull-Time Servants of
Jehovah's Witnessdsthe Ordeo ) Sworn to a lifetime of poverty and
obedience, he is forbidden any secular employnaemt is required to
devote himself to the administrative and spiritual oversight of the
congregations in the cirduihe oversees, and must reside within that
boundary.

Wi tness

s
S an i mpo

9 The Watchtoweduly 15 160 pages 434 4 0, AStaying Awake with the OFai
Slaved 0

12003 Yearboagkpage 30

West Beaverton congregation of Jehovahds Witnesses
(defendant). (Oregon Tax Court, Magistrate Division, Property Tax, DecisieMDO31095E)

© 2007 Doug Mason 5 doug_masonl1940@yahoo.com.



The Organizationds Theocratic Arrang

II. ANALYSIS. Providing housing for its Circuit Overseers is reasonably
necessary for the religious objectives of
court that the Circuit Overseer is required to takew of poverty™

Legal corporate entities

The GB appoints the personnel of the Branch Offices, which are located in most principal

countries. The Branch Offices are urged to register themselves as legal corporate entities with

the local authorities, usilpa mes such as fAWatcht ower Bible an
Al nternational Bi ble Students Associationo. T
these legal entities but would be carried out without them.

d
h

Financial resources

Whereas a government raisesnational revenue through taxes and charges, the GB raises its
international funds through its publishing activities. It enjoys a guaranteed readership of

several million for each issue of its magazines and books, with minimal production costs and
volurteers who handle the distribution. Unlike the activities of religious bodies, the GB bears

no costs for humanitarian or disaster relief
who is affected. It has a large holding of real estate.

Beware ependedt thoughto and Al ndependent

While not decrying individuality and creativity, the GB does not permit independence of
thought when it comes to its directions or counsel. The GB requires total submission.

When it comes to pure worship, it istali that we look to Jehovah for

direction and cooperate with #Athe faithfu
congregation elders. That is a wayseek righteousnesand itprotects us

from developing an independent sptfit

Thus, an independent or competitiwgpirit must be replaced by a
cooperative and loving disposition and wallingness to submit to
theocratic directior®

A spirit of independent thinking does not prevein  Godds or gani zati on
and we have sound reasons for confidence in the men takingattie le
among us?®

Avoid Independent Thinking How is such independent thinking
manifested? A common way is lquestioning the counstiat is provided
by Godés visi’ble organization.

Obedience to the GB above life

Control extends to expecting JWs to lay dowmthr | i ves i n obedience to t
interpretation of Scripture. Although official figures are not available, it is estimated about

1000 JWs die each year because of the GB6s dem
This is 3 per day, many of whom araldren.

13 Montavilla unit of the Portland, orcompny of Jehovahos Witnesses inc. (rf
County Assessor (defendant). (Oregon Tax Court, Magistrate Division, Property Tax, Decision TC
MD 021250A)

14 The Watchtowedanuary 1 2006, pages-289, fSeeki ng Ri ght eousness Wil |l |
5Kingdom Ministy Mar ch 1995 p. 60 Marre Mo/l uirBted ehred Neee dve dooe

The Watchtower Sept ember 15 1989, page 23 par. 13 fABe Ob
Y The Watchtower January 15 1983, page 22, fAExposing the D

© 2007 Doug Mason 6 doug_masonl1940@yahoo.com.



The Organizationds Theocratic Arrang

Obedience to the GB above loved ones, family, and friends

The GB pressures Witnesses to obey them above loved ones, family, and friends who are no
longer faithful to the GB.

[An ex-JW] can no longer converse with members of the [JW]
congregation[Disfellowshiped JWs are] totally cut off from loved ones
and from close contact with the [JW] congregatidn.

[The expelling process] rules out social fellowship, too, such as joining an
expelled person in a picnic or party, ball game, trip to the beaitteater,
or sitting down to a meal with hir.

JWs may only communicate with their-8¥ spouse or children while they are living in the
same home, provided it is not on spiritual matters. This places enormous pressure on a JW as
they consider the likelyansequences of disobeying the GB.

The GB demands the complete severance of loving relationships between parents and their
children, between grandparents and their grandchildren, and so on, for the sake of the
organization.

A man who is disfellowshiped orhw disassociates himself may still live

at home with his [ J W] wi fe and faithful
affections and dealings can continue. The situation is different if the

disfellowshiped or disassociated one is a relative living outside the

immediatefamily circle and home. It might be possible to have almost no

contact at al l with the relative. € This
emotions and family ties, such as gr anc
grandchildrerf®

=

f

| e
4

T2

. 4 7,
TSR

h

\ A
[ § >
| I \\

S
The WTS demands the complete breakdown
of loving relationships within families

Because of the exclusive nature of the organization, the people within the congregation had
beenaned W6s only friends for many years. The pr os
and totally cut away is a mighty disentive to disobeying the GB.

18 The WatchtoweApril 151988 page 28Di sci pl i ne That Can Yield Peaceab
¥The WatchtoweB e pt ember 15, 1981 PpHge 2d YiDewflkel dowshipin
2 Discipline That Can Yield Peaceable Fruivatchtower April 15 1988, p 28

© 2007 Doug Mason 7 doug_masonl1940@yahoo.com.



The organization dates the first mention of its Governing Body (GB) to 1944 CE, two years
after Rutherfordds deat h.

In the year 1944 th&Vatchtowermagazine began to speak about the
governingbodyof the Christian congregatio.

The claimed divine source

n the NWT, the Parable uses the term AFaithfu
dopt ed. However, the Parable does not wuse the
Governi ng Bappeay anywhavesrsScriptare. So where did the FDS receive its

nf ormation about a AGoverning Bodyo?

How did this governing body make its appearance in recent times?
Evidentlyunder the direction of Jehovah God and his Son Jesus.&hrist

The GB thus clans it is the product of direct divine intervention.

But it is one thing to claim there was a Governing Body in Apostolic times, and quite another
to prove the same pattern should prevail today, and further, to provide objective proof where
to find it. Thefollowing assertion by the GB is critical to its claimed authority.

In the first century, a group of older men in Jerusalem made up a
governing body that had oversight of the congregations and of the
Kingdompreaching activity in general. Theame patterris followed
within Jehovaho®d organization today.

The role of the GB
The GBO6s primary task is focused on the spirit

The Governing Body is primarily concerned wigroviding spiritual
instruction and direction for the Chiissh congregation’

Theydirect the worldwide Kingdonpreaching work and the supplying of

spiritual nourishmenat the right time. Christ thus leattse congregation

by means of the spirt noi nt ed ifaithful and discreet
Governing Body?

TheGB says it is part of the FDS and presides over it.

The governingbodyipart of the Af aitclasband and di scr e
presides over s spiritual shepherds and overséérs.

L The WatchtoweDecemb er 15, 1971, page 755 AA Governing Body
Corporationo

2The Watchtower December 15, 1971, page 760, fAA Governing
Corporationo

3 The Watchtowerdanuary 15201, page 21 fKeep Orma®ti emt Wiomd Jehova
% The Watchtowed anuary 15 2001 page 21 fAKeep in Step With
% The WatchtoweBe pt ember 15 2005, page 22 fAGo On Walking a

% The Watchtower December 15, 1971, pageenffibrBalegalA Governing
Corporationo

© 2007 Doug Mason 8 doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.



A AGoverning Bodyo?

The GB says it represents the FDS.

A small group of qualified men from amg the anointed overseers now
serve asthe Governing Body, representing the composite faithful and
discreet slavé’

The governing body as epr esenting the Afaithful and
class?®
A small group of qualified fathfdr seers fr om

and di s cforméé GosernanyBody, serving as the representative
of the slave clas®

Kingdom interests on the earth have been
di scr eesmhisclhavies, or epresented by the Governirt
Witnesses (Matthew 24:4847) *°

|t is the NGB of t he FDSO.

The governing bodyTheogoverniry dodyilad thew e 0 c | as s .
strictly spiritual field for its operatioft-

Scripture argues against a AGoverning Bod

The nature and formation of the Scripturesuasgs agai nst the existence of
Bodyo or that such a formal body provided uniywv

The nature of Jamesd decl arati on

The first group of Christians was a small Jewish sect. By divine intervention, the previous
persecutor Sauhow named Paul, went beyond the Judean borders, taking their message
about Jesus Christ to Gentile nations.

Paul 6s audience had no understanding of Jewish
converted persecutor brought Gentiles into the fible, Jews and Gentiles had to be made
aware of their mutual obligations.

This was discussed by the Jewish Christian leaders, and when James made his declaration, he

wrote to the Gentile section of the movement, not to everyone. He provided the Gentiles with
amessagefromEzek?éI written at the time of the Jewsd6 B
Gentiles were not aware of.

This was therefore a decision made by a man to a small section of the movement.

2" The WatchtoweMar ch 15 2002 page 14 fiChrist Leads His Con

% The WatchtoweDe c ember 15 1971 page 760 fAA Governing Body
Corpor at il emd ;a hAlsisLiht forg\lhMackind 2chapt er 21 page 317 ATrue
Expands Worl dwi deo

% The WatchtoweBe pt ember 15 2005, page 22 fAGo On Walking a
% The Watchtowed anuary 15 2001 page 21 fAKeep in Step With
n

31 The Watchtowebecember 15 1971 page6 2 A A Governing Body as Differen
Cor por Bhe Wachtowed anuary 15 2001 page 29 AHow the Gove
Legal Corporationo

32 iy ou eat meat with the bloostill in it and look to youidolsandshed blood é You ourel y on y
sword youdo detestable thingand eachofyod e f i | es hi s. (Bzekiel3B25d26)6 s wi f e
Compare that with: ab8tain from food polluted kdols, from sexual immoralityfrom themeat of
strangled animaland fromblood 0o

© 2007 Doug Mason 9 doug_masonl1940@yahoo.com.



A AGoverning Bodyo?

The nature of the Christian writings

Individual Christian leaders wrote personal letters to individuals and to specific congregations
(ekklesias). Paul wrote to Timothy, Titus and Philemon, as well as to individual
congregations. John wrote to his friendfs to a dear lady and toGaius®. Luke wrote to
Theophilis®. Jude wrote to his friends. Revelation was written to the elders of seven
churches. Mark and Matthew structured their gospels in accordance with the Jewisff.liturgy

When they were written and sent, these documents were not issued through or alij@ized
centralized figoverning bodyo.

The canonization by the Jews

In their writings, these Christians writers quoted from the wide range of Jewish writings
available to them. This forced the Jews to decide which of their writings were to be deemed
Scripture

That decision was not made to by any Christian
Canon of Scripture at a time when, according to the GB, the Jews had been passed over by
Jehovah, the Christians had becrchinadslippee fiNew | s
into apostasy.

The canonization by the Christians

In the 4" century CE, long after the GB says the Christian Church had slipped into apostasy,
the Church Fathers decided which books and letters formed their inspired, sacred Iiterature.
The content of the Christian Scriptures (fiNew T
Governing Body that is relied on by thecurr@® ver ni ng Body of Jehovahos

Jerusalem not at the center

The GB relies on its assertion that the primitive chueeldh a A governing bodyo tl
located in Jerusalem. It further claims its operation is modeled on that system. However,

when Paul recounted his experience as a missionary, he shows that he did not consult with nor
represent any fAGoemrning Bodyo at Jerusal

| want you to know, brothers, that the gospel | preached is not something
that man made up.did not receive it from any man, nor was | taught it
rat her , | received it by revelation from J

But when God, who set me apart from birth aatleci me by his grace,

was pleased to reveal his Son in me so that | might preach him among the
Gentiles,| did not consult any man, nor did | go up to Jerusalem to see
those who were apostles before | wast | went immediately into Arabia

and later rettned to Damascus

Thenafter three years, | went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Peter
and stayed with him fifteen dayssaw none of the other apostiesnly
J ames, t h e .lLassurd s befbre ®od that what | am writing

% Such as to the Roan, Galatian, Ephesian, and Corinthian congregations.
31 John

%2 John

%3 John

¥ Luke 1:3; Acts 1:1

% Liberating the GospeJslohn Shelby Spong, Harper and Collins

39 Interestingly,HebrewsandRevelatiorbarely slipped through.

© 2007 Doug Mason 10 doug_masonl1940@yahoo.com.



A AGoverning Bodyo?

you is no lie. later | went to Syria and Cilicid.was personally unknown
to the churches of Jud#aat are in Christé

Fourteenyears later | went up again to Jerusaléms time with Barnabas.
| took Titus along also. | went in response to a revelationsahdbefore
them the gospel that | preach among the Gentides | did thisprivately
to those who seemed to be leadéos fear that | was running or had run
my race in vairf?

While VicePr esi dent of the Governing Body of Jehova
the significance of Paul s experience. Franz d
September 7, 1975 Graduation Program for the Missionary School of Gilead.

In relating the holy spiritds calling of
activity, the vice pesident continually emphasized that all this was done

through theAntioch congregation (henceot through Jerusalem where the

apostolic body was located). [Footnote:should be remembered that the

whol e basis for the Wit noedsysoe sadr rtaenagcehnmienngt o f
and authority is that there was such an arrangement operating from

Jerusalem in Bible timggFranz] said:

ffAnd then, all of a sudden as he [Paul] was serving in Antioch, in

Syri a, not in I|Israel but i nt Syri a, why
congregation there in Antioch and said, (
aside, YOU, this congregation in Antioch, you set aside these two Men,

namely Barnabas and Saul for the work for which | have commissioned

them. &6 And so the Antaiddheylaidcteingr egati on di
hands upon Paul (or Saul) and Barnabas an
they went forth by the holy spirit operating through the Antioch

congregation and they went out on their first missionary assignment.

fiSo, you see the Lord Jesus Christswacting as the Head of the
congregation and taking action directly, without consulting anybody
here on earth what he could do and what he could not do. And he acted
in that way in regard to Saul and Barnabas and they were both
apostles of the Antioch cgregation §é

He is undermining the whole teaching and claim about the existence of a
centralized, firsicentury governing body operating out of Jerusalem with
earthwide authority: to supervise and direct all congregations of true

Christians everywhera@i a | | matter s, a concept that the
have built up in the minds of alll of Jehova
maj ority hold today. ¢&

But the vice president had by no means finished and he drove the idea home

with even greater foee . Describing the completion of Pa
missionary tour, [vicePresident Franz] continued with growing intensity and

dramatization:

i and where did they go, where did they r
you read it for yourself in the clogj verses of the fourteenth chapter

of Acts. They went back to Antioch, to the congregation there, and the

account says that they related things in detail to them, to this

40 Galatians 1:11, 12, 1522; 2:1i 2:2

“ Crisis of ConsciengeRaymond Franz, pages 7d9, Commentary Press, ISBN91467503-6.
Available at http://www.commentarypress.net. An audio recording of the speech by Fred Franz is
available from Commentary Press.
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A AGoverning Bodyo?

congregation that had committed them to the undeserved kindness of

God forthework hey bad perfor med. So thereds whe
So the record also says they stayed in Antioch not a little*fime.
Jerusalem was the problem, not the solution
The GB portrays the council at Jerusalem, as recorded at Acts 15, as proof positive that the
early church also had a AGoverning Bodyo. Scri
Some men came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the
brothersh Unl ess you are circumci sed, according
Mos es, you cannot b dandBaweabds irdo sfatpi s br ought
dispute and debate with them.
So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other believers, to
go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question.
The church sent them on their way, and as they tratietedgh Phoenicia
and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been converted. This news
made all the brothers very glad.
When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the
apostles and elders, to whom they reported everything God hael do
through thent?
fGARIA,
5 : 7 s
) »»")THRACE »\ S T i
< BITHYNIA ARND
é‘wedf;fﬁ@ i Py o
FHRACE as . A~ 5 SRET
~Agsos ) ASH . BT %PPA%QA '
‘C_M‘Me”e "L Thyatis ANUPENS !
N 355 Bse N S
LT gm e ,4L : ;g,lc e w uhu;\ ;
A"’%“S 5% Miletus® Y%AN;PH el Jarsus
e A“%E:g,gm ¥
e oNpUs’ 2 Py ' Beleucia
P, HOUES SPatard «éalamls :
y ;Léseawpe ln:om Paphos
ed ST'G%" @K;nascus
& - 2l _ GALsLsEi; ~
T Mediterranean Sea Cae%':\rea. i
In his speech to the Gilead graduation Class,-Yimsident Fred Franz referred to this
passage, pointing out to his audience that Paul and his party went to Jerusalem to address a
problem being caused by them. Paul did not go ttteseek counsel or authorization, but to
confront the troublemakers coming from Jerusalem. Franz continued:
fiNow, what happened? All of a sudden something occurred and Paul
and Barnabas, they go up to Jerusalem. We

brings them upo Jerusalem?

“2 Crisis of Consciece, Raymond Franz, pages 780. (See also Acts 14:28.)
* Acts 15:1i 4
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A AGoverning Bodyo?

fiwell, is it the body of apostles and of other elders of the Jerusalem
congregation that summoned them up there
have heard that you two men have gone out on a missionary tour and
finished it and nrwdJderubalem wmepdttouw me up he
D6YOU KNOW WHO WE ARE? We are the coun
DONG6T YOU RECOGNI ZE THE HEADSHI P OF THE
CHRI'ST? | f you dond6t come wup here in a h
di sciplinary action against you!od

fils that what tle account says? Well, if they had acted that way toward
Paul and Barnabas because they reported to the congregation by
means of which the holy spirit had sent them out, then this council of
apostles at Jerusalem and other elders of the Jewish congregation
would have put themselves above the headship of the Lord Jesus
Christo

His points were completely valid. They were also completely contrary to the

view presented in the Societyods publicati
Jerusalem as the seat of a goveaynbody exercising full authority and

direction over all/l Christians as Christds
That is doubtless why, unlike other talks the vice president has given, this one

was never used as the basis for articles inAlagchtowemagazine. For any

individual Witness to present such an argument today would be counted as

heretical, rebellious speech. If actually applied as stated, his words would

mean that any congregation on earth could send out its own missionaries if

they believd Christ Jesus and holy spirit so directed, doing so without

consulting anyone else, whether in Brooklyn or in a Branch Office. There was

no question in [Raymond Franzds] mi nd as t
this would provoke udrteroand its bffces.Stovolldet yds head
be viewed as a threat to their centralized authority and any congregation

doing this would in so many words be asked
Dondédt you recognize the headship of the Lot
usd e

The talk went on to show that the real reason Paul and Barnabas went to
Jerusalem, as recorded in Acts, chapter fifteen, was bedausslem itself

had been the source of a serious problem for the Antioch congregation, men
coming down from Jerusalerand stirring up trouble over the issue of
lawkeeping and circumcision. Hence the trip to Jerusalem was to overturn the
effect of the teaching of these Jerusalem troublemékers.

Authority of Antioch maintained

Following their confrontation with the Jerusaigarty, Paul and his partner Silas embarked
on their missionary journeys. Each time, it was the church at Antioch that sent them on their
journey, without the involvement of any fAGover

[Franz] dealt with the second missionary tafrPaul and his new partner

Silas and emphasized again that it was fromAhgoch congregation that

t hey went forth, so that Afagai n, t he Anti o
send out missionaries of great eminence in
to Antiochand that fromAntiochPaul embarked on his third tour. Winding up

the account from the book of Acts, the vice president said:

flfAnd so as we examine this account of these two most outstanding
among the missionaries recorded in Bible history, ind that they

44 Crisis of ConsciengeRaymond Franz, pages B®1
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A AGoverning Bodyo?

were sent out especially by the Lord Jesus Christ, the Head of the

church, a fact which the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society has

upheld and accepted ever since the Society was formed. So, we see how

the Lord Jesus Christ is the Head of gfeirch and has a right to act

direct, without whatever other organizations in view, no matter who

they are. He is the Head of the church. \
DOES 0

Those last three sentences spoken by the vice president represent the position
taken today by a number of Witnesses. For taking that identical position, they
are now | abél ed fapostates. 0

The Governing Bodyds circular reasoning

The Governing Bodyés (GB) application of the F
objective proof. Thepamal e cannot be the GB6s foundation. F
for its own foundation because it says this is how the parable is to be interpreted makes the

argument circular.

For how can it be known that t hect?GiByds i nterpre
through an independent source.

How do we know Becaus_e the _
that the Governing Governing Body i
Body has the correct part of the

understanding? AFaithfu
Di screet

Class.

How can we know they
are part of the Faithful
and Discreet/ Sl\avebod
Class?

&'

Because the Governing
Body says this is the
correct meaning.

Knight-jump Eisegesis
The term AGoverning Bodyo does not appear in t
not appear anywhere in Scripture.

The organization claims that the meeting recorded at Acts 150 f t he or i gi nal A Go
Bodyo. Not only is that position difficult to
the Parable in Matthew and Luke be |inked to o

“5 Crisis of ConsciengeRaymond Franz, page 81
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A AGoverning Bodyo?

Not only does the GB do this, but it is eltb hop around Scripture, picking up disparate

verses, passages and words, to create-éusfdling theory. For example, it hops from

Matthew and Luke to Acts, Revelation, Peter, and individual letters by Paul to create a web. It
thus glues togethersiimilar and unrelated material, oblivious of context, to manufacture its
predetermined conclusions.

The following picture provides a simple illustration, in which the Knight from chess jumps
around the Scripture as if it was a flat board, and connents iteat do not relate.

This is quite typical of eschatological, date setting, apocalyptic groups, and the GB is one of
many bodies that employs this technique to arrive at its predetermined conclusion.

Knight-jump hermeneutic: The Bible is treated as a flat chess
board, with verses connected together in the way that the Knight
jumps -- from one color to the other color, ignoring all obstacles
and contexts. It also jumps from board to board, even though they
are different games. And the piece jumping like a Knight is
actually a Castle.

© 2007 Doug Mason

_ AFaithf
() Governing Discreet
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Reliance on its false neo-Babylonian chronology

As described in the following diagram, the GB claims its authority through itduggling
explanation that relies on its false ABabylonian chronology.
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A AGoverning Bodyo?
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t hf ul and Di

A nFali

The group of Jehovahos
the AFaithful and Discreet
FDS Class and is derived from it.

Vith €hnis¢ feom kesverwib lmema ash op e i s
Sl avedo (FDS) Cl ass.

Parabolic source for the term AFDSO

The GB obtains the ter m i Righicdlihgffran its mansthtioi scr eet
and interpretation of the parable at Matthew 244%s rendered in its NWT.

i Wh o r eha faithful andgiscreet slawehom hismasterappointed
over hisdomesticsto give them their food at the proper time? Hafgpy
that slave if his master on arriving finds him doing so. Truly | say to YOU,
He wi || appoint him over all/l his

bel onging

The
Luke. Itdoes not appear in either Mark or John.

Matthew 24: 4571 51 (NIV)

AWho then is the
servant, whom the master has put in
charge of the servants in his
household to give them their food at
the proper time?

It will be good for that servant
whose master finds him doing so
when he returns. | tell you the
truth, he will put him in charge of
all his possessions.

But suppose that servant igsicked
and says to himse
staying away a | on
begins to beat his fellow servants and
to eat and drink with drunkards.

The master of that servant will
come on a day when he does not
expect him and at an hour he is not
aware of.

He will cut him to pieces and assign
him a place with the hypocrites,
where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.

parabl e of the

AnFaithful

Luke 12: 427 48 (NIV)

The Lord answered,
faithful and wise manager, whom the
master puts in charge of his servants tc
give them thei food allowance at the
proper time?

It will be good for that servant whom
the master finds doing so when he
returns. | tell you the truth, he will
put him in charge of all his
possessions.

But suppose the servant says to himseli
6 My mast er ongstimeg ia k
coming, 6 and he th
menservants and maidservants and ti
eat and drink and get drunk.

The master of that servant will come
on a day when he does not expect him
and at an hour he is not aware of.

He will cut him to pieces andssign
him a place with the unbelievers.

That servant wh o
will and does not get ready or does not
do what his master wants will be beaten
with many blows. But the one who does
not know and does things deserving
punishment will be beatemvith few
blows. From everyone who has been
given much, much will be demanded;
and from the one who has been
entrusted with much, much more will
be asked.

and
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A AFaithful and Discreet Sl avedo CIl a

The Sl aveo CIl ass

The GB says this parable is a prophecy about a
|l ocated on earth. These foll owers have the fhe
Jesus sai d: i Wh o r sceeét Elgve whem hisimastef ai t hf ul an

appointed over his domest iThe? id6The efbmast er
is the group of anointed Christians on e&fth

ThisAisl aveo cl ass i s -begatre spignointed the spiri
followers of Jesus Christ, and thde#owers make up his congregation on

earth* I n this instance, the term fAcongregati
the FDS)

Every member of HAthe 1|1 srael of Godo is a
anointed with holy spirit andhaving a heavenly hopeHence, the

expression fAfaithful and discreet sl aveo

anointed spiritual nation as a groap earth at any particular time from
33 C.E. until now?®

Reliance on an unproveable event

Although the GB makes this claim that the FDS has exatedl times since the time of Jesus
Christ, they cannot verify that claim. Further, it is one thing to say that the Slave in the
parable represents a class of Christians on Earth and it is quite another to demonstrate who
those Christians are.

The organiation asserts that tiarousiaof Jesus Christ was an invisible event that took

place in heaven in 1914 CE. At a set time later, namely 1918 CE, Jesus examined the
populace on Earth and found that only one small group was faithful. It comes as no soirprise
be told that Jesus decided that this group were the faithful members of the Watch Tower Bible
and Tract Society.

This means that the existence of a FDS Class, and the existence of an assessment by Jesus at a
particular point in history, and the assessirthat this group was the only worthy Christians

on Earth, are nothing more than assertions. There are no evidences, no proofs,-only self
promoting, subjective claims.

On arriving to inspect his slaves in 1918erefore, whom did the Master,

Jesus Chris find giving to his body of attendants their measure of food

supplies at the proper tithmgBupeéef The facts
anointed Christianassociated with the publishers of the magaZirieo n 6 s

Watch Tower and Herald of Chr i Presénge, now called The
WatchtowerAnnouncing) e h o \Kidddns®

The members of that elite group knew nothing about this judgement and decision in 1918,
because they still taught that Christds invisi
on to as late as9B0. And most what this group taught has been devoured and changed.

The Governing Bodydés FDS are spread around the
millions of Jehovahdéds Witnesses (JW) who have

“The WatchtoweB e pt ember 15 2005, page 22 fAGo On Walking a

*"The Watchtower December 15, 1971, page 758, fAA Governing
Corporationo

“8 The WatchtoweMarch 1208 page 10 par. 9, fAA 6Slaved Who I|Is Bo
9 The WatchtoweMarch 15,190 pages 14 4 6 Th &l Raietohfamld |t s Governing
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A AFaithful and Discreet Sl avedo CIl a

The FDS has Athe chief responsibilityo
On the earth today, the chief responsibilfty caring for our spiritual
needs has b eteerfaithfuhand disseetaldvédt o

This slave class is entruste¢di t h caring for Jesusd6 earthl
with providing timely spiritual food*

Regadi ng Goddés <channel of communicati on, Je.
and di scr e eprovidelspiritual mounglomert dt the right time
for_all his followersand thath e woul d set t hi s fisl avebo 0\

belongings™
AThe Anointedo
The or g afoindenand fissnPoesident, Pastor Charles Taze Russell claimed that Jesus
Christédés wogkveogh, aandltfeles such as fAEterna
Christds heirs and workers.
inSince the overcomers of yideatfieos pel age.
with their Lord and Head Chri st Jesus, as
body, 06 Ahis bridedo and his joint heirs, it
by virtue of the ransom which he gave, are to be members in particular of
that great Propheind Life-giver, and will share in the work of |Hgiving,
restoring the dead and dying world to perfection; hetloe term
Everlasting Father, as well as every other title of the Head, is to be shared
by his jointheirs and cavorkers 0
Russell identifiedi Chr i st 6 as being Jesus, while fithe Chr

and the Body (the spirthegotten Christians).

This Christ is composed of many membersis age will end when the

full number of the fAel ect ontlsehady | have been
will have been completed. When the Messiah is complete, The Christ will

be confpl et ed

I n Rutherfordds day, those who partook of the
Chri st bhe Cloisbg &€ d atss . fA

Jesus and the memberkshis ody thus developed through trial and

tribulation according to the divine arrangemeviti constitute the

seed of Abrahamthrough which seed God will ultimately extend

blessings to all the families of the earth. The Apostle Paul with

prophetic vision lookig down through the corridors of the age,

marking the suffering of mankind and the developmernhefChrist

class the seed,e x c |l ai med: AThe whol e creation
travaileth in pain together until now, waiting for thenifestation of

the sons of G °?

*0 The WatchtowerSeptember 15, 1989, page 21, pai Be Obedi ent to Those Taki ng
*1 The WatchtoweB e pt ember 15 2005, page 22 fAGo On Walking a

2 The WatchtowerDecember 1 1981, page 27 @r. iThe Path of the Righteous D
Brightero

%3 The WatchtoweFebruary 1888, page 1007
** The Watchtowedune 15, 1911, reprints pa¢@41
%5 Millions now Living will Never DigJ. F Rutherford, pages 885
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A AFaithful and Discreet Sl avedo CIl a

The Christ is a composite bodyade up of many member§.

n Gr eek, @ an 0 Thuswhahbthe GBclaifnCthat thesDSre he Anoi nt edo
his would be rtemed eCherdi sithdo Gr eek as i
o me
f

t wenty years aft aizatioR was trigen fo cepudidiesshisdseat h, t h
the term Athe Christo. There must have been
a detailed denial of his position.

What about ttheeChrstx pa@iisef? oDsef t he use of th
articlewith AChr i st o designate something differe

used? Might it be that, whereas the term

alone, the term Athe Christo could also in

body? Do the Scriptures support this thaughdistinction? No, they do

not . € There are many scriptures that di s

and the members of his body. ¢é The express

time includes the “fmembers of Christdés body
In the above reference theyrepudia t hi s application of the term
organization continues the concept, using the

AChristo.
They continually and strongl y -Apmroommotteed ot.h el hFeD S
e

organizatorm c k nowl edges that JWs who are rmpt of the
which shows that the ASpirit Anointingo of the

Jesus warned his Disciples to watch out fordéeeiversvho would falsely point to wars,
famines, and earthquak®a s t he sign of the fend of the ageod
Disciples that t hes ethelGhusé'i Thatis, theywaould tlaimte | ai m t o
b ethefnointed .

Jesus answer ed: A Wat c hFoomahywillbomé no one dec
in my name, thdChrisimd ngnd 6wi lalm decei ve many.
hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not atadned

iAt that time i f anyotheeChristady sort,o & Totuer edL ook
he i s! Beliedeat. Forfalse Christsand false prophets will appear
and perform great signs and miracles to deceiveé

iSo if anyone telihthedeseud ddT hrote i@ ot ; owr
6 Her e h einnersrgqomsi Go not beleve it For as lighting that

comes from the east igsible even in the westo will be the comingf

the Son of Mam *

*¢ The Harp of Goghage 202 (1927)

*Both AChristo (Greek) and fiMessiahdo (Hebrew and Ar
The term Acristov/cristosd was originally an adjec
substantive (fian anointed aneéd¢hnitbeh gemet opedest
anointed oneo). During the intertestamental peri od
to the hopedor anointed one, that is, a specific individual. In the NT the development starts as

technicalspecificint he gospel s, and then develops in Paul to

8 The WatchtoweBeptember 1 3, page 539 fANames for Christ and Hi
* The WatchtoweFebruary1202 page 21 fAHave You Received 6the Sp
% Matthew 24: 67 7

®> Matthew 24:3 5

%2 Matthew 24:4i 6, 23i 24, 26i 27
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A AFaithful and Discreet Sl avedo CIl a

The ACongregationo
Often, the GB |imits the term Acongregationo t

Thiscongregatiori s r ef er r ed tian ofdhe firdibborhwhoc ongr egat
have been enrolled in the heavens, 0 the fu
the head, is 144,000. (Heb 12:23; Re 7:4) These ealiecbnes are

Abought fr om a ceoryaut ampecat workdheére on earth

and then tde with Christinheavea s hi s br i de. é

Usually when the Chri st i aongreGationek Scri pture
in a general sense, reference is being made to the 144,000 members

thereof,the anointed followers of Chrigixclusive of Jesus himself. (Eph

5:32; Hép 12:23,24)

The fnDomesticso

The GB claims that the parable says the FDS wi
during these AiLast Dayso. The GB explains that
of the FDS class.

Who, though,starce ,tohevhfodaome ei ve spiritual n
t he s | The/dorfestiés [are] also anointed Christians, viewed, not as
a group, but as individuaf$

The GB thus claims Jesus told his disciples that about 1900 years later a group of about ten
men in an udiscovered country, a group that will be part of the FDS Class, will be dispensing
good food to the remainder of that group.

Thefaithful and discreetslaveé g i v e s fdamedlicsat thee progere
time. (Matthew 24:45) Thelave as a bodig responsitd for supplying the
food, butthedomestics, the individual members of that h@ag sustained
by partaking of that spiritual provisiolThey are the same grouput
described in different terrdscollectively and individually®®

Thusthe FDS Class wilbepovi di ng Godbés good food to themsel
ireturnso. The GB says it knows it is that gro

The AHAEviI Servant o Cl ass

The Parable also speaks of an evil servant. The Governing Body says this slave represents the
earliermembersdf he fiservant o cl ass ®%WheGBarbitmatly t hei r own
applies the Good Servant to itself and the Evil Servant to its opposition.

The GB completely ignores the FDS

The GB claims that the FDS dispenses spiritual nourishment, using the B as i
representative.

t hf ul and discreet sl aved cl ass ¢

ai
Kingdom interests®belonging to the

fi o f
al | t he

83 Insight on the Scripturegol 1, page4 98 fACongr egati ono

% The WatchtoweMarch 1208 page 10 par. 9, fAA 6Slaved Who I|Is Bo
® Revelatiori Its Grand ClimaxatHad, chap. 29 page 201 fiSinging the T
®Godds Kingdom of a Tho@¥3,pahesB&362 s has Approached

®The Watchtower December 15 1971 page 754, ATheocratic Or
Forward Nowo
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A AFaithful and Discreet Sl avedo CIl a

In reality, this arrangement is not followed. The waslidle thousands of FDS members have
no inpu into the deliberations or pronouncements of the GB. Nor is input ever sought by the
GB from the FDS class.

And to perform the task of dispensing spiritual nourishment, the GB created a religious Order:
theWorldwide Order of Special Fullime Servants dlehovah's Witnesses

The GB does not want any FDS member to gain the idea they are being used by God. A

recent WT article said that 1935 was not the d
that it is possibl e f orawaeyndb earnsd dfe thhree pH X eGlloa
recent articl e rheopoeepniJlsd atl rsaot hifmevaer tithloy y spi ri
GB is attempting to prevent any member of the FDS class thinking that the FDS Class
actually fAhas be e ingdamipterésts belordjingoostleeordalesus t he K
Christo.

The FDS Class does not provide the articles and books

Virtually every magazine article and book is w
hopedo. These authors are therefore not part of

At Headquarters, the writing is not prepared by people who are of the GB, nor by people

because they are they of the FDS class. Fred Franz did not write anything from about the early

1980s. He dictated rambling articles into a recorder but the Writingiepnt never used

t hem. I n the US Branch, most writing is done b

Once in a while, a senior Writing Department person might ask someone outside Bethel to
submit an article. While the person could be of the FDS class, this is méstyirilihe writer
might be attached to a foreign branch, and are almost always Gilead Graduates.
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The Nature of Parables

The AFDSO0O story is a fiparabl eo
The Governing Body (GB) agrees that these accouniBaaebles

When answer i ng t boaceraingtisfutireepseSencgand st i on

the conclusion of the existing system of things, Jesus Christ included a

parable or illustration, dealing with a #Afaithful and di
fievil ®sl ave. o

N

AWho really is the f aithabhduestion,desud di scr eet
Christ introduced arable or anillustration

In the introduction to the parable at Luke, the apostle Peter, apparent leader of the disciples,
asked:

fiLord, are paable ¢ ews i ngr *ho severyone?9d

The wordcomes fom the Greekapapairio (paraballo)Parame ans fAb&alo ded and
means t o fc asparaballome ainshrfotwd ,c a0t besi deo.

The Governing Bodyods Neendedogopodio fparaballe)l at i on ( N
in Luke 12: 41 as nftidéstriptent r ati ond. This is an ap

What a fAparabl eo is

In a parable, a familiar idea is placed next to an unfamiliar idea in such a way that the
comparison provides a better understanding and acceptance of the unfamiliar idea. This is
done through a simple story that useduess which are analogous or parallel to the points or
principles being introduced.

Parables are distinguished from other literary figures in that they are narrative in form but
figurative in meaning. Parables use both similes and metaphors to makedhajies, and

the rhetorical purposes of parables are to inform, convince, or persuade their audiences.
Pedagogically, Jesus used parables to motivate hearers to make proper decisions.

A parable may be briefly defined as a figurative narrative that igdrlife and is designed to
convey through anal ogy some specific spiritual
program. Again, the GB concurs.

A fAparabled is a comparison or similitude
narrative from which a moral or ispual truth is drawr*

Thepa-ra-bo-leserved as a means of teaching or communicating an idea,
a met hod of explaining a thing by &éplaci:
thing.”?

% Insight on the Scripres(WTBTS) Vol 1. pp. 805

®Watchtower Mar ch 1, 1981, p. 24 0
Watchtowey October 1, 1981 pp. 223 fAWho Really |Is

' Luke 12: 41
" Insight on the Saptures(1988), WTBTS, Vol 1, page 1174
2 Insight on the Scriptured988), WTBTS, Vol 1, page 1175
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The Nature of Parables

lllustrations [parables], although drawn from life and natural things, did
not recessarily take place in actualfy.

A parable is a story employing a vehicle to achieve its objective, usually to teach a lesson or
to make a point. They are windows that let in the light.

Benefits of a parable

A parable provides a very effective method fetting a message accepted, since the recipient
is not aware of its personal implications until the message has been delivered. Once more, the
GB agrees.

Parables are a powerful teaching device, effective in at least five ways:
(1) They arrestand hold atted i on. &
2)They stir up the thinking faculty €
B3 They stir emotions and é reach the cons
4They aid memory. ¢é

(5) They preserve the truth, for they are always applicable and
under standable in any time and age. é
naturd things’*

3 Insight on the Scriptured988), WTBTS, Vol 1, pp. 1176
" Insight on the Scriptured988), WTBTS, Vol 1, page 1175
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Principles for Interpreting Scripture

SCRIPTURAL INTERPRETATION DURING APOSTOLIC TIMES

Generally speaking, in Apostolic times there were four styles of interprethitieralist
Midrashic, Pesher and Allegorical

Jewish exegesis of thadt century can generally be classified under four

headings: literalist, midrashic, pesher and allegorigdmittedly, such a

fourfold classification highlights distinctions of which the early Jewish

interpreters themselves may not have always been oosdin dealing

with a system that thinks more wholistically, functionally and practically

than it does analyticallgnd stresses precedent more than logic in defense

of its waysi any attempt at classification must inevitably go beyond that

systembébst espht ement s as to its own princi
treatment of Scripture falls quite naturally into one or the other of these

four categories’

Literalist

The ALiteralisto takes the words at face value
to the initial intended audience. This method seeks to uncover the idioms and culture of the
time that a piece was initially delivered.

Judaism often took the words of the OIld Testament quite literally
Rabbinic literature contains a number of examples of winer&criptures
were understood in a straightforward fashion, resulting ipkhie, simple

and natural meaning of the text being applied to the lives of the people
particularly in the application of deuteronomic legislatibrequently, in
fact, the intepretation is woodenly literdf

A discussion on the |iteralist understanding o
provided later in this study.

Midrashic
iMi drashicd may be defined as:

fifan exeges.i sorewdedply than thg merenliteraktempts to
penetrate into the spirit of the Scriptures, to examine the text from all
sides, and thereby tderive interpretations which are not immediately
obvious ©

Midrashic interpretation, in effect, ostensibly takes its point of departure
from thebiblical text itself (though psychologically it may be motivated
by other factors) and seeks to explicate lidden meaninggontained
therein by means of agreed upon hermeneutical rulesorder to
contemporize the revelation of God for the people ofi.db may be

'S Biblical Exegesis in the ApostoliReriod, Richard Longenecker, page 28, Eerdmans
"¢ Biblical Exegesis in the Apostolic Peridgichard Longenecker, page 28, Eerdmans

" Biblical Exegesis in the Apostolic Peridgichard Longenecker, pagesi323, Eerdmans
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Principles for Interpreting Scripture

briefly characterized by the maxi m: AThat
What is written in Scripture has relevance to our present situAtion.

Pesher
Pesher may be defined as mearfing ol ut i ono o7 fiinterpretationbo

The termpesherme a n s , plaint dn faet,xhowever,pesheris an
application of OT scripture with little to no concern for the context of the

passage appli¢d

Pesher interpreters assunteat OT authors were speaking to the

contemporary audiencé&his form of interpretation is tie a word, text

or OT allusion, which is then related to a present person, place or thing.

Theinterpretations are generally aloof from the source context and appear

to lack any coherent methodologyc c or di ng t o Lundber g, AThi s
commentary (peshgis not an attempt to explain what the Bible meant

when it was originally writtenbut rather what it means in the day and age

of the commentator, particularly for his o

Generally, those who use this form of interpretation, such as theay@&ody of

Jehovahés Witnesses, l'imit Pesher to prophetic
GB applies literal and allegorical interpretation to the balance of Scripture. At times they take

their literal understanding to extremes, aswithGi@6 s posi ti on on the medic

Allegorical
[ An] ial | alg-goriygo, (éGri.s, a prol onged metaphor
series ofactions are symbolic of other actionghile thecharacters often
are types or personificationd?aul uses the Greeverb al-le-go-re’o
(allegorize) at Galatians 4:24, concerning Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar. It is
transl ated OHKde, athbealdregally 8y &rdi c al utterar
fistand as a BWMbolic dramao (

AN ANCIENT ALLEGORY The allegory [in Ezekiel chapt 23]
involves two sisters who failed to trust in God and looked elsewhere for
blessing and protection. The older sister was Oholah and the younger one,
Oholibah.Oholahis identified agepresenting Samatrithe final capital of

the northern or tetribe kingdom of Israel, an®holibahasrepresenting
Jerusalemthe capital of the southern kingdom of Juéfah.

The Dead Sea Scrolls include a number of examples of allegorical

interpretation representative of which is the treatment of Hab. 2:17 in

1QpHab 124 :d_ édbanond stands here for the Commu
6wi |l d beast smindéddaews who €arrysdutntipelLa® Bu't

"8 Biblical Exegesis in the ApostolPeriod Richard Longenecker, pages 37, Eerdmans
9 Biblical Exegesis in the Apostolic Peridgichard Longenecker, pages 37, Eerdmans

®¥Matthewds Use of the Ol d byleesCampbellmt : A preli minary
http://www.xenos.org/MINISTRIES/crossraai®nlineJournal/issue3/mtmain.htm

8iMatt hewds Use of the Ol d byleesCampbellmt : A preli minary
http://www.xenos.org/MINISTRIES/crossroads/OnlineJournal/issue3/mtmain.htm

8 Insight on the Scripturegol 1., pages 1174 175 fl | |l ustrati onso
8 The WatchtoweFebruary 1 1973, pages890, fAWhy Trust in God?0o
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though allegorical exegesis was widespread amongst Jews of the first
century, it was not dominant in Palestffie.

Pesher understaimd) makes extensive use of allegory.

CONTEMPORARY INTERPRETATIONS

The passage of time has necessitated further forms of understanding. Contemporary
interpretation may broadly be classified as AL

Lower Criticism

In the broadest sense, lower criticism deals with the language (vocabulary, grammar, syntax)
and the history of the transmission of the text. It attempts to restore the reading of the original
autographs.

When the expressi on Al owtadyof the Bilical tektsitisdften s c onf i
given the term, Atextwual criticismo.

Lower Criticism involves the study and comparison of extant manuscripts, determining their
historical and geographical interrelationships. Lower Criticism develops and apjpéés cr

and techniques for restoring as nearly as possible the original wording of the text of the Bible.
Textual criticism may be seen as basic to accurate Bible study.

Higher Criticism

Higher Criticism studies questions such as the authorship, time, pladeircumstances of
writing, historical validity, and literary relationships of a work.

Higher Criticism of the Bible may be divided into two types, which in many aspects blend
into one discipline:

A That which takes akepticalattitude toward the BibléLhe skeptiaelegates Bible
narratives to the realm of fiction, and rejects everything that must be accepted by
faith.

A That which criticizes it on the basis afailable historical evidenc€onclusions
are drawn from internal evidence by studying thédhnisal parts of the Bible, its
laws, prophecies and wisdom literature, with comparisons from other known
sources. Higher Critics evaluate the possible historical accuracy of Bible stories.

8 Biblical Exegesis in the Apostolic Peridichard Longenecker, page 48, Eerdmans
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Literalist Interpretation of a Parable

A parable is an analogy, not symbolic

Events and people ingarableareanalogies An analogy illustrates by providing similarities,
and a comparison is placed alongside to show such a similarity.

Symbolsappear irallegories and they are usually more involved than a par@bfgarable
should therefore not be pushed beyond the immediate meaning of what it is teaching.

An allegory provides symbols and types, whereas a parable does .not

Form of a parable

The arrangement of a parable ensures that its point of comparison coraesudyt Without
halts and detours, a parableds story | ine
comparisonThe individual features of the story combine in this dramatic movement and have
a role in the development of the story, but Hitle if any role in its meaning.

Only when the story reaches its goal is the listener released from suspense. The point of
comparison forms the end of the parable.

Understanding a parable

Sometimes Jesus supplied the interpretation (e.g., Matt. 22:1148)2&nd on other occasions

the Gospel writer made an editorial comment. Often the key to interpretation can be found in
the prologue to the parable (e.g., Luke 18:1, 9; 19:11). Other times the epilogue gives a clue
to the proper interpretation (Matt. 23; Luke 16:9). And in some parables the prologue and
epilogue form an interpretive parenthesis around the story (e.g., Matti 28;25;Luke

12:16i 21).

The full meaning of a parable may be determined by considering:

(1) The culture of the original hearers.

(2) The situation that caused the parable to be given.

(3) Any explicit explanation of the parable, whether by Jesus or by the gospel writer.
The proper approach is made,

. First, by reading the context, ascertaining the setting in which the
illustration was spokenasking, What were the conditions and the
circumstances?

. Next, a knowledge of the Law, the customs and usages, and the
idiom of the day

. Finally, the factors in an illustration [parable] should not be given
an arbitrary meaning, one that is gained frormizape view or from
philosophy 2

Culture of the original hearers

A parable employs words, stories, situations and ideas commonly understood by the original
recipients.

8 Insight on the Scriptured988), WTBTS, Vol 1, pp. 1176

© 2007 Doug Mason 28 doug_masonl13@yahoo.com.at



Literalist Interpretation of a Parable

Jesus generally drew his illustrations from the surrounding creation, from
familiar customs of everyday life, from occasional happenings or not
impossible situations, and from recent events well known to his he&rers.

The modern reader therefore needs to be fully aware of the everyday experiences and
understandings of the people who anigly received the message.

Before one should seek to understand the signi
today, one should seek the original meaning of
audience in the first century. Beforekeeng t o det er mi ne any current
did the parable mean when it was uttered by Je

A parable can be properly interpreted only by understanding the audience and the occasion

that caused Jesus to utter it. Mostis®imvolve customs, conditions, and ideas peculiar to

the Jews of Palestine in Jesusd time and there
can fully understand them.

The proper understanding of a pé&aanngmidts hi st or
for proper interpretation. Discover as much as possible about the local color incorporated in
the parable.

Each parable Jesus spoke was taken either from
reasonings and judgments. These were taken abhedhought and mindet of ordinary
persons living at that time in Israel.

Augmenting the historical foundation with an awareness ofdestury culture allows the
parables to retain their trde-life nature and unlocks the parabolic references todfigious
and social cultures of the original settings of the parables.

The goal of each parable is to point up an analogy between the story and the intended lesson
or appeal.

Initiators of a parable

Jesus often told parables to answer a question, nobetlange, or to invite the hearers to
change their thinking. The central truth can be identified by understanding what question,
occasion, problem, or need is portrayed in the historical setting.

To discover the need that prompted the parable is a signifstep towards unlocking its
meaning within its original context.

Explanation of a parable
As the GB states:

A good number of illustrations [parables] are understood because of the
Bibleds owlH explanation

When the speaker or the writer provides thglaxation of a parable, that is the end of the
matter.

Details in parables serve as background for the central truth in the foreground. A parable is a
Afitruth carried in a vehicle, 0 These details ar
of its meaningVarious details often play important roles, but on the other hand they may

simply add a backdrop to the story. The background details of a parable often help focus

attention on the main point(s) in the foreground.

8 Insight on the Scriptured988), WTBTS, Vb1, pp. 1178
8 Insight on the Scriptured988), WTBTS, Vol 1, pp. 1177
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Literalist Interpretation of a Parable

[An] obstacle to understanding the drawing of too fine an application of
the illustration, trying to make every detail of the narrative of the literal
events fit symbolically by arbitrary application or interpretaffon.

A Discover the meaning of the whole parable rather than seartirefareaning of each
small part. Once the whole meaning has been determined, the meanings of the small
constituent fall into place.

A Conversely, once the small, constituent meanings are understood, the meaning of the
whole emerges.

The presence of details & parable does not call for an allegorical interpretation. As an
example, the | esson to be drawn from the parab
explicitly given in Scripture:

Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or th&hour.

Thati s the only | esson being taught, ifibe prepare
some had made preparations for any delay.

The fact that they were Avirginso, that they h
features employedtogetasiegl message across to all peopl e at
wat ch, be prepared because you do not know whe

Indeed, the Groom came at the time when he was not expected, at midnight, long after the end
of the Jewish day, which ends at sunséien people are asleep.

Determine the central truth

Understanding the central comparison (anal@jy parable provides a safeguard against
excessive allegorizindg?arables are structured such that the point of the comparison is very
clear. The story has strong direct flow, running to the point of the comparison.

The individual features of the narrative combine in this movement, and function in the
development of the narrative. When the flow of the narrative reaches its goal, the suspense is
released. fie point of comparison forms the end of the parable.

Further examples

Examples of Parables and their meanings, as explained by the GB in ita&igbk on the
Scriptures are provided as an Appendix to this Study.

Summary of principles

1. When an interpretion of a parable is given, this MUST be our guide for interpretation.
Jesus explained many parables,

An item in a parable, such as the seed, can only represent one thing.
A parable cannot be pressed beyond the context of its primary meaning.

Not every detil of a parable has significance in the analogy or application. Avoid over
allegorizing and note carefully what occurs at the end of a parable as the clue to the
meaning of the parable. This is called the 0@l

Parables do not necessaxlgpict real or historical events.

Note the literary setting of the parable in the gospel. This can provide clues to the overall
interpretation of the parable, especially its mood and affective force.

8 |Insight on the Scriptured988), WTBTS, Vol 1, pp. 1176
89 Matthew 25:13 (NIV)
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Literalist Interpretation of a Parable

7. Note the wording, structure, general progression, plogness, and suspense. Remember
these are stories and need to be read as such. In this connection it is helpful to note any
changes in the same parable in another gospel.

8. Read the parables in their original historical situation first. Nothing should deueaf
them that is not consistent with the customs employed in them. Certainly no later reading
of theology or church experience should be rietathem.

That is, those to whom these parables were first addressed by Jesus or later communicated
by the @angelists would have understood any later interpretation. This preserves the link
bet ween writerds intended meaning and any sut

9. Note the main characters and things in the parable, and any parallels and or contrasts
betweenthem. The main characters are often clues a

10. Recognize that there are two audiences being addressed by the parables. First is the
audience that Jesus originally spoke to, such as the Scribes and Pharisees. Secondly is the
audiene of the early church that the evangelists addressed their writings to. A different
audience signifies a slightly different function for the parables and thus a slightly different
emphasis in interpretation.
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Literalist Exegesis of

the Parable at Matthew 24:4571 51

Context of the parable

The context of the parable at Matthew 24i451 commences at Matthew 24: .
disciples asked him:

¢ When will the temple be destroyed?

e What wil! be the sign of your coming (
of the age?
In the disciplesd minds, these events were al/l

the end of the Age, at which time Jesus would finally be recognized as the Anointed Messiah.

This realization by the Jews would be marked, so they thpuih the grand pomp and

ceremony that accompanied the arrival of a noted dignitary or emperor. They were very
familiar with these grand events, Pawbhsigc h wer e t
or AComingo.

Before answering his disciples, Jesugned them against deceivers who would point to
events such as wars and stories about veaes to it that you ameot alarmedé the end is
still to comg, famines and earthquakesl these are théeginning of birth paing.

A

I f anyone saynwertoigouwhedlChokst! 6 or, 06Ther
believe it.

For false Christs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs
and miracles to deceive even the deiftthat were possible. See, | have
told you ahead of t i Where heSspoutiiftheanyone tell
desert, 6 do not go out ; or , 6Here he is, i
it.

While the disciples thought of Jesus coming in terms of localized contemporary events, such

as their subjugation to Rome, Jesus pointed forward toohigng will be as visible as

lightning across the whole sky, in power and great glory and cataclysmic events across the

whole heavens.

For as lightning that comes from the east is visible even in the west, so
will be the comingf the Son of Mar{°

At thattime the sign of the Son of Man will appear in the sky, and all the
nations of the earth will mourn. They will see the Son of Man coming on
the clouds of the skwith power and great glory.

And he will send his angels with a loud trumpet call, and thidygather
his elect from the four winds, from one end of the heavens to the Bther.

The parable is a warning

The parable of the Afaithful and wise servanto
leader:

% Matthew 24:23 27 (NIV)
1 Matthew 24: 30 31 (NIV)

© 2007 Doug Mason 32 doug_masonl13@yahoo.com.at



Literalist Exegesis of the Parable at Matthew 24:48

It will be good for that servant whose madiieds him doing so when he
returns. | tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his
possession¥.

The parable warns of the fate that awaits the
that his Lord delays his return. The Lord will retwhen the servant is not expecting him,

and so the servantoés destiny is sealed.
But suppose that servant is wicked and sa
staying away a |l ong time, 6 € The master of

day when he does not expect hindat an hour he is not aware of. He
will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of te&th.

A series of parables
At the point in Jesus6 discour s avithpoweraed he says
great glory, when his angels will gather the elect, Matthew gathers a series of parables.

These parables are introduced with the statement that apart from the Father, no one, not even
Jesus, knows when these momentous events will take place.

No one knows about that day or hour, not even the angels in heaven, nor
the Son, but only the Fathéf.

Using stories and situations very familiar to the common people he was speaking to, Jesus
then told thenbe ready for the coming judgment at all timies,this might happen at any
time.

An examination of this group of parables demonstrates that the parable relied on by the

Governing Body of Jehovahdéds Witnesses for its
every age, and ifatsiampl yisnegsfofibgoumeadmst er 6s
backsl ideo.

e Unprepared i (Mathd:8% 823 t i me

At the time of the Disciples, the visit of a great dignitary was termeBdrisusia Great
preparations were made, roads were repaired, crowdstiptikere were processions, and
speci al Afadvent coinso showing the royal visit

In this Parable of Noahods ti me, instead of the
forthcoming Parousia, they continued on with their normay/daiés, totally unprepared for

the flood that took them away. This situation, says Jesus, will be repeated at the Parousia of

the Son of Man.

As it was in the days of Noahkop it will be at the coming of the Son of
Man. é they knew nothing about what waolthappen until the flood came
and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of
Man.

Jesus provided the meaning of this parable to his hearers, so there can be no doubt:

Thereforekeep watch because you do not know on what dayrybard
will come.

92 Matthew 24:46 47 (NIV)
9 Matthew 24:48, 5051 (NIV)
% Matt 24:36 (NIV)
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Literalist Exegesis of the Parable at Matthew 24:48

e Unprepared for the unannounced thief(Matt 24: 43i 44)

Understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time of
night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have
let his house be broken into.

Jesus praded the meaning of this parable to his hearers:

So you also mudbe ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour
when you do not expect him.

The owner of the house received no warning of the time.
e The faithful servant might be deceivedMatt 24:45i 51)

In this parable, Jesus moves his attention to believers, and tells his hearers that even these
must maintain their readiness for the coming Son of Man.

Who then is the faithful and wise servawtijom the master has put in
charge of the servants in hiusehold to give them their food at the
proper time?

Whereas the previous parables relate to the general populace, Jesus now speaks of a person

who has bonded to himas hisservdnh e or di nary sense of the word
sense given in theted passages is that of any individual, not of a set group of individuals.

Jesus explains that it will be good for this servant should he be doing the right things when the

master returns.

It will be good for that servant whose master finds him doing/isen he
returns! tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of all his possessions.

I n the previous parables, Jesus says Al am com
parable the faithful servant sawys hbtam al ways

But, explains Jesus, if that servant says his Master delays his coming and acts accordingly, the
servant will find the Master comes while he is not ready and unaware.

But suppose that servant is wicked and sa
stayngavmy a |l ong time, & and he then begins t
and to eat and drink with drunkards. The master of that servant will come

on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of.

The fate of that servant is sealed forevehulite hypocrites.

[The Master] will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the
hypocrites, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

To the world, the servant says Jesus is coming
him to be a hypcrite.

This parable says it is possible for people who are aware that their Master is coming, to fall
away and be lost.

¢ Unexpected arrival of the bridegroom(Matt 25: 1i 13)

This parable is about the arrival of a bridegroom. The long wait by virgins dragthe
night, then at a time when he is not expected, the bridegroom arrives. Those virgins who
made preparations for the long wait are invited to the feast.

The parable provides an object lesson for the modern reader. The bridegroom is said to arrive
at fAmidnighto. For the Jews | istening to Jesus
the day ended and began with the setting of th

e ltis atime when people are asleep
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Literalist Exegesis of the Parable at Matthew 24:48

e Itis not a time when a bridegroom wdde expected to arrive.

Those influenced by the prophetic speculators of tHecgfitury make much of the fact that

the bridegroom arrives at midnight, and they relate this to the contemporary end of a day at
midnight. This is irrelevant. The messagelaf parable is that the bridegroom comes when
people are asleep, and when he comes at this unexpected hour, some will be ready, others will
not. Nothing more is intended, nothing less.

So the explanation given by Jesus to this parable is:
Therefore keep vtah, because you do not know the day or the .hour
The Governing Body actually concurs:

The %lsjrpose of the illustration (parable) is plainly shown in Matthew
25:13

e Emploving the maMates 64630 nvest ment s

This parabl e de mocemasdtyroa tmesa ntsh ato fbbeeiemgp | oyi ng t h
invested. God has invested in each person according to their ability, and he requires his

i nvest ment to be employed by the recipient. AT
investment.

¢ The Judgment sceneSheep and GoatgMatt 25:31i 46)

The event described just before this series of parables was the Final Judgment at the glorious
coming of the Son of Man. This parable of the separation of the sheep and the goats returns to
that scene:

When the Son of Manomes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he
will sit on his thronén heavenly glory®

This parable draws on an experience his hearers would have been very familiar with. While
previous parables pl eaded A bSheepamatieyGoasst al | t i m
explains what Ato be readyo really means.

For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you
gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and you invited nhe in,
needed clothes and you clothed me, | was sickyandooked after me, |

was in prison and you came to visit mMe.

And these people performed these acts selfless

% Insight on the Scriptured988), WTBTS, Vol 1, pp. 1183
% Matthew 25: 31 (NIV)
9 Matthew 25: 35 36 (NIV)
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Literalist Exegesis of

the Parable at Luke 12:42 1 48

The parabl e of t hentfAoF aaiptphefaurlsi dattd LWinksee ulg?e: 6 g4a2
Gospel, the Olivet Discourse appears at chapter 21. This means that the parable at Luke
appears in a context that is totally different from the context in Matthew.

Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands hatiegatl, so that they
were trampling on one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples
saying: AfBe on your guard against the yea
hypocrisy®
Jesus continued speaking to his disciples until someone in the crowd caltedion. Jesus
answered and then gave a parable to illustrate:

Someone inthecromsiai d t o hi m, ARTeacher, tell my br
i nheritance with me. o Jesus replied, A Man,
an arbiter between yfoW&toc HT hewnt 'heBe admd ¥ @u rt
guard against al |l kinds of greed; a manaos

abundance of his possessions. 0

And he told them this parable: AThe ground
a good crop®

Jesus then turned to his disciples and-eskbd them:
Then Jesus said to his disciples A Ther ef ore | t el l you, do n

your life, what you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. Life
is more than food, and the body more than clotffes.

After giving this advice to his discigelesus continued,

Be dressed ready for service akeep your lamps burnindike men
waiting for theirmaster to return from a wedding banquset that when he
comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him.

It will be good for those servamivhose master finds thewatching when
he comed tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them
recline at the table and will come and wait on them.

It will be good for those servants whose masitals them readyeven if
he comesri the second or third watch of the night.

But understand this: If the owner of the house had knowvhat hour the
thiefwas cominghe would not have let his house be broken into.

You also must be ready, becauke Son of Man will come at an hour
whenyou do not expect hirf*

Peter wondered if Jesus was addressing the crowd with these parables, or whether he was
speaking only to his disciples.

% Luke 12: 1 (NIV)

% Luke 12: 13 16 (NIV)
190 yke 12: 221 23 (NIV)
191 uke 12: 35 40 (NIV)
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Literalist Exegesis of the Parable at Luke 12:448

Peter asked, fALopadhbled @ares yoor ed | evngr ybmnes?o0
Answering Pet er Oesitsthgpaeabldof ohheJé&Fast pfas and Wis

The Lorda n s w e Whodhen igithe faithful and wise managehom

the master puts in charge of his servants to give them their food allowance
at the proper time? It will be good for that servant whbenrnaster finds
doing so when he returns. | tell you the truth, he will put him in charge of
all his possessions.

But suppose the servant says to himself 6 My master is taking a |
in coming, 6 and he t henandbmagisemasitst o beat t he
and to eat and drink and get drunk. The master of that servant will come

on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour he is not aware of.

He will cut him to pieces and assign him a place with the unbelievers.

AT hsarvant whoknoww hi s master 6 s wi brldbpesnd does not
not do what his master wants will be beaten widmy blows

But theone who does not knoand does things deserving punishment will
be beaten witliew blows

From everyone who has been givemuch, much will be demanded;
and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more wiill
be asked'®

There is no doubt about the meaning of the parable, for Jesus provides it most clearly at the
conclusion of the parable. Jesus told Peter that ritharit being a question of whom was
Jesus speaking to, what mattered was the heare

The message is similar
In both accounts of this parable, the focus is on the response by the hearer.

InMat t hewd,one hearerknew tieruth and responded appropriately, while another
knew the Truth but did not act accordingly. Both men believed his Lord was coming, but one

thought that the promised Comingwas delajeth.e f ocus i s on the profess
response

Likewise inL u k acBosint the believer who knows more is expected to respond

appropriately. Agaim he f ocus is on the . professed believer
While the parabledbs message is the same in bot
of no consequence, sinttee details in the Parables do not contain any symbolism. They exist
solely to allow the parabledéds single message t

192 uke 12: 41 (NIV)
103 uke 12:421 48 (NIV)
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The GBOs Treat men

nFail t hf ul and Discre

The GB employs eisegesis

The interpretation of Scripturéat takes into account matters such as the local environment at

the time of writing, the writerods background,
endeavors textractthe meaning of a passage. The principles behind that extracted meaning

may then be aqied and adopted to suit a different time and custom. This process of

extraction, employing accepted hermeneutics, is knovexegesis

The GBO6s regularly applies Scripture different
searches Scripture for suppdrhis is most clearly seen in any publication, where a paragraph
expounds the GB&6s position, and it then presen
Scripture reference at the very end of a paragraph. Reading such a referred passage often

shows hat the GB could not have derived its position simply by applying exegetical

techniques. This process of reading a meaning into Scripture to support a prior conclusion is

known aseisegesis

GBO6 s e Symbols anditypes occur in parableso

The GB providedts principles on the interpretation of parables in its boskght on the

Scriptures under the heading of #Alllustrationso. Wh
understandings of parables, they insert erroneous ideas, likely with their eyes fiked on t

predetermined outcome.

Thelnsightbook recognizes that it is adlegoriesthat actions are symbolic and the
characters are types or personifications.

fAllegoryd0 ( Gr ., al Al eAgoAri Ea), which is a prc
series of actions argynbolic of other actions, while the characters often
aretypes or personificatior8*

Symbolism, types and personifications do not appear in a parable, where the actions and the
characters arenalogiesA parablei s an Ai Al parnt a@lt é dinebg.onrord an i al

So the GB is wrong when it says that in the pa
events arsymbolsand the peopleatgpes | n t he f ol | ownsiglghogkassage, t
incorrectly infers it is possible to find symbols in a pagabl

General misconceptions that can hinder the understanding of the

il lustrations [parabl es] of the Bible: e t
narrative of the literal events fit symbolically by arbitrary application or
interpretationt®

In the above sentene , t h by amvitrarydagplicdition or interpretatioishould be

omi tted, so that t he s e ramydetitofthesnarmtive pdovidea a d : Aitr
symbol o.

Items in a parable, whet her i seededandare noi | 0, e
not symbols. Most often, the single lesson is explicitly stated by Scripture, which is the case
with the AFDS0 parable being considered.

194 |nsight on the Scriptured988), WTBTS, Vol 1, page 1175
195 Insight on the Scriptured988), WTBTS, Vol 1, pp. 1176
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The GB6s treat ment of the AFaithful and

GB Er rAgarableiinay also be a prophecyo

The GB interprets the parable of the Faithful and Discreee%la a prophetic allegory, not
l'iterally. In their major treatise on parables
the scope of a parable. Jehovahos Witnesses ar
be a prophecy, in both the shterm and the long term.

Bible illustrations [parabl es] have more t
have a prophetic meaning and application. Moreover, some had a

prophetic meaning for the time when they were spoken or shortly

thereafter, and some were toveain addition, a fulfillment in the distant

future.*®

This is indefensibleA parable is anillustration, it is not a prophetic utterance

The Governing Bodyds omission

I n its treatise on the subject of digrassesabl es, th
30 (thirty) of Jesusd parables (illustrations)

Someof J e s praminentillustrations. In the material that follows, you
will find helpful information concerning the background and context of 30
of the illustrations used by Jesus Christ in hegtldy ministry and
recorded by the Gospel writer§’

However, despite taking pages to cover the maj
book fails to mention the parable that is basic to its exisience e par abl e of t
wise/disc eet servant/ sl avel/ manager 0.

One could speculate as to its reasons. Was the Governing Body concerned that their
inconsistent and biased handling of this parable might be evident when placed against their
handling of these other parables?

198 Insight on the Scriptured988), WTBTS, Vol 1, pp. 1176
197 Insight on the Scriptured988), WTBTS, Vol 1, pp. 18
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Lessons from History

Hi story is littered with unfulfilled exp
centuri es, people have seen messages hid
see their predictions fail. All have failed to deliver.

It has d happened before. There is nothing special or new about the claims made for itself by
the AFaithful and Discreet Slaveo (FDS) and it

The community at Qumran

The story of the Jews living at Qumran during tfedd 2° centuries BCEhelp demystify
the GB, because the GBO6s claims for itself and
already been used by the community at Qumran.

- 'MOAB

Living in the fiLast Dayso

The Qumran community also believethefindiey were |
eschatological cataclysmic age that heralded the coming Messiah.

The Dead Sea sectarians considered themselvesthe lokvinely elected
community of the final generation of the present age, living in the days of
fmessi ani c t resohaological cinsummatiodheits twas

the task ofpreparing for the coming of the Messianic Age and/or the Age
to Come And to them applied certain prophecies in the Old Testament
which were considered gpeak of their situation and circumstant®s

Among the Dead Sea covenanters, the biblical texts were looked upon
from the perspective dfnminent apocalyptic fulfilment™

198 Biblical Exegesis in the Apostolic Peridichard Longenecker, page 38, Eerdmans

19 Biblical Exegesis in the Apostolic Peridichard Longenecker, page 39, Eerdmans
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Lessons from History

Godbs mysteries revealed only to the fATea
Just as the Governing Body is the sole source for understandirgthed at i ons by God?®os
servants, the Qumran community had its sole vo

Central in the consciousness of the covenanters of Qumran was what
might be called ther U @mystery)pesher (interpretation) revelational
motif, which isfound explicitly stated in the commentary on Hab-2:1

God told Habakkuk to write the things that were to come
upon the last generation, but he did not inform him when that
period would come to consummation. And as for the phrase,

Nt hat he mewdsud whe iInterpretation (p

concerns thelTeacher of Righteousness whom God made

known all the mysteries (rUzdom) of
the prophets®

Caves at Qumran

The fAiTeachero set the paradigms for

The lessons studied by the followers of the Governing Body are tightly controlled, with no
roomprovided to question anything that it says. This follows the pattern set by the Qmran
communitybds Teacher of Righteousness.

Theunderstanding of the Teacharregard to certain crucial passages and

the guidelines he laid down for future study were tah@etouchstones for

all further exegesis, and members were strictly forbidden to incorporate
extraneous opinion Ain any matter of
sounded the keynote and set the paradigmbis treatment of certain
prophecies, anthe menbership met in study cells and communal sessions

to carry on investigations along the lines set out for them by their
teacher™!

Biblical interpretation at Qumran, then, was considered to be first of all
revelatory and/or charismatic in nature. Certaithef prophecies had been

10 Bijblical Exegesis in the Apostolic Peridichard Longenecker, page 41, Eerdmans

H1Biblical Exegesis in the Apostolic Peridichard Longenecker, page 44, Eerdmans
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Lessons from History

given in cryptic and enigmatic terms, and one could understand their
true _meaning until the Teacher of Righteousness was given the
interpretative key'

The Writing Department

There is great power in the written word, for it hedpsure uniformity in understanding. To
achieve its ends, the community employed writers in its Scriptorium. The Qumran community
stored thousands of items in the nearby caves.

The Scriptorium, where the manuscripts of the Qumran community were produced

The GB also relies heavily on the outputs from its Writing Department, which imparts great
power to the Writing Department. Although the GB says that it is the representative of the
FDS class, most probably alli of the written material is created by #gowho are not
members of the FDS class.

Prophecies related exclusively to them

The community at Qumran also believed Biblical prophecies were speaking exclusively and
directly about them. The GB also applies prophecies and Biblical types exclusively to
themsel ves and to their organization. Qumranbds

[The people of Qumran] did not think of the particular prophecies in
guestion as the message of God which was significant in an earlier period
and nowmutatis mutandiswas also relevant to them. Rathéey looked

upon these selected passages as leidysivelyconcerned with theri®

Prophecies spoke about their own current events

Many eschatological movements, particularly those based on the USA Advent movements of
the 19" century, apply Biblical prophecies to events occurring in their own times. Events as
Turkey and the Ottoman Empire, World Wars, the nation of Israel, contemporary political

12 Biblical Exegesis in the Apostolic Perid@ichard Longenecker, pages-48, Eerdmans

13 Biblical Exegesis in the Apostolic Peridichard Longenecker, page 39, Eerdmans
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Lessons from History

maneuverings, all have been seen from time to time as being the exslusjeet of Biblical
prophecies. All failed.

The people of Qumran applied prophecies in the same way, relating them exclusively
own time. All failed.

Qumr ands pesher interpretation of
Acomment aryéhinor exdiengagsias. 0 dlt do
points out, nattempt to elucidate

application of Biblical prophecy or, rather, of certain Biblical prophecies:
and the application of these Biblical prophecies in preeisas tocurrent
and even contemporary events

The crucial question in defining pesher interpretation has to do with the
point of departure. In contradistinction to rabbinic exegesis which spoke of
AThat has relevance t o TeatedsScripture h e
i n Thisisithadb f a $hi on.

Focus on Daniel

to their

t he Ol d

es not, O
t he Bi b

Dead Ses

The GB and its movement are people of the Old Testament (OT), the Hebrew Scriptures.
They focus on and interpret the meaning of events and dates in the OT. They do not read the

OT through the yes of the New Testament (NT), the Scriptures of the Christians. Of

particular focus for the GB is the period of the Babylonian Captivity, particularly the dates

related to Jeremiah and the prophecies of Daniel.
The Qumran community likewise reinterpretbd prophecies of Daniel.

The men of Qumran seem not so much conscious of following a rabbinic
mode of exegesis agcreating the Danielic pattern of interpretatibm

Dan. 9:2427,J er emi ahés prophecy ofbytheven
angel Gabrieto mean seventy heptads of years, and in Dan. 11:30
Bal aambs prophecy r e @ enployedjto demoe A s
a Roman fleet. In the Aramaic portion of Daniel (Z:28) there are thirty
occurrences of the word [Hebrew characters]; and tbater part of the
materi al contained therein can ap
Variations on theRazPesherMot iNeob:uchadnezzar 0s

ty years

hips of

propri at ¢
dream of

metalic _human image and Dani el 6s i nterpretatior

Nebuchadnezz the Gigantiaddtre eadnits fallfa n d Dani e

| 6s

interpretation (ch. 4),ther i ti ng on the wal,bndat Bel shazzze
Dani el 6s inter pBeeltsalta zozna r(6csh .d r5)a,m aonfd t he ¢

animal and Danields interpretation (
clear thatther Uthe mysteryis divinely communicated to one party, and
the pesher,the interpretationto another. Not untithe mystery and the
interpretation are brought togethean the divine communication be
under stood. 0 And, as Bruce comment

This principle, that the divine purpose cannot be properly
understood until th@esherhas been revealed as well as the

r U zunderlies the _biblical exegesis in the Qumran
commentaries. The Uwas communicated by God to the
prophet, but the meaning of that comnuation remained
sealed until its pesher was made known by God to His chosen
interpreter. The chosen interpreter was the Teacher of
Righteousness, the founder of the Qumran commuHity

14 Biblical Exegesis in the Apostolic Perid@ichard Longenecker, pages-48, Eerdmans

15 Biblical Exegesis in the Apostolic Peridichard Longenecker, page 42, Eerdmans
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Lessons from History

Where are they now?

These people of Qumran, who taught they were living t he ALast Dayso, t he
foreshadowed the message and method of the GB, where are they now? They are still at
Qumran, in its cemetery, where they have been waiting for over 2000 years.

This cemetery holds the remains of about 1100 Qumran mé

A landmark study

In a landmark study, William Brownlee provided an insight into the attitude and practices
employed by the Dead Sea community. While some specifics do not directly relate to the
Governing Bodybs practices, broadly they do re

It laid down the strict injunction that no man of the Community may
answer guestions of interpretation according to-sanct ar i an opi ni on fir
regard to any teaching or judgments. 0

Many scholars have observed that the sectarian literature is saturated with

Biblical phraseology. Some of it has been described as a mosaic of

scripture citation. This is a clear demonstration of the constant application

of the sect to the study of their holy books. But if the sect appears to piece

together scriptural citations and reminisces, itbinds them together with

the mortar of interpretatignproducing a new picture of the Old Testament

and its meaning. Not hing is taken over unm

Perhaps as a product of some fAcharismatic
productof the oral communitynidrash (or exposition), there sprang the

Habakkuk Commentary (DSH). I'ts interest i s
Its whole concern is to what events the ancient prophet Habakkuk makes
reference in the first two chapters of the bookwhh bears his name. ¢é

| have given considerable time to the study of the hermeneutical (i. e.,
interpretative) principles or presuppositions of the roll and have made the
following tentative tabulation of them.

18 The handful of women and children in the cemetery were buried much later, by Beibmsin
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