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The Decay and Fall of Judah

This Study buildson mytime-based outl i ne of the
supremacy and the captivity experienced by the Jews that is available at

http://www.jwstudies.com/70_years of servitude.pdf

N
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This current Study provides detailed information, showing the context of the 5

Captivity. =

Adjust your PDF Reader to provide a full screen image of each page. é

Please forward your comments to me at doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au ©
Doug
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The Decay and Fall of Judah

The importance of this Study

Page 1 \

zoy

Jehovahdéds Witnesses (JWs) are taught t hat |t
desolation of Judah provide absolute authority to the Governing Body (GB) of the
Watchtower Bible and Tract Society (WTS).

JW:s are told that when Jerusalem was destroyed, Jehovah removed the earthly

doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au

representative of his kingdom, which was reinstated when that authority was vested in %
the GB during the period of 1914-1919 CE. >
The GB dates the destruction of Jerusalem by subtracting 70 from the date it assigns to §
the end of the 70 years. S
o
This Study shows that the calculation of t]he
Jerusalem or to the desolation of Judah/| Tlhe
for destruction regardless of Jeremiahdos pjro

for 70 years.

This means that the method used by the GB |to
destruction and the desolation of Judea is based on a false premise. 3
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The Decay and Fall of Judah

The importance of this Study

- Page 2 )

Of far greater i mportance iIs the revel pati
highest, and of his determination to forgive the sinner who repents of their sin.

All that the LORD asks is for the sinner to call on him, and he will be their
righteousness. The Gospel is in these Hebrew Scriptures.

This story shows that being called by the LORD brings responsibility, not privilege.
When t he LORDOGsSs chosen people steadfastly
Judah was made desolate, the city was laid waste, and its temple was destroyed. All
unnecessary.

This is a powerfully strong and confronting story of a people who, despite being
chosen by the LORD, resolutely defied him, bringing unnecessary misery upon
themselves and becoming captives to a heathen kingdom. This is a story that Jews

dotg_masonl1940@yahoo.com.au
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have never forgotten.
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The Decay and Fall of Judah

What you will discover

Page 1 \

The dates of the neo-Babylonian era and the associated destruction of Jerusalem are
critical for the existence and authority of the Watchtower Bible and Tract Society
(WTS).

When making its calculations, the WTS starts at the events associated with the
conclusion of the 70 years of Babylonian dominance. They then move back in time
along the An70 yearso, |l ooking for the d

This Study shows, however, that the WTS is moving along the wrong path of time. The
destruction of Jerusalem and associated desolation of Judah were associated with the
condemnation of Judah and her kings, long before the LORD commanded several
nations to serve Babylon for 70 years.

Judah was included in this list of nations and it was her continued ongoing
disobedience which included her refusal to willingly serve Babylon, that led to the
LORD carrying out the sentence he had declared long before.

e st
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What you will discover
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The true understanding of the n70 yeerb

the start of the events, not at their conclusion. When the period is studied 5

from the start, i n particular wi tjh Iy é

into place. =1

(@)

The A70 yearso could have been full fi1 I}k

or the desolation of Judah. The V\/TS(‘)sg
thus calls into question the significance that the WTS places on

Jerusal emb6s destruction and the dlesolla
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The Decay and Fall of Judah

Outline of this Study

Page 1 \

4 Because of her idolatrous, evil ways, the LORD destroyed the northern
nation of Israel.

4 Because of t he 1 dol atr ous, evi |l r
declared that Judah would suffer the same fate.

4 Apart from Josiah, every king followed the evil path of Manassah.

4 Even Josiahods reforms were not suff

to destruction. His reforms only delayed the inevitable.

4 The LORD repeatedly pleaded with Judah to mend her ways, saying that if
they did, the threatened destruction of Judah and Jerusalem would not be
carried out. And if Judah did mend her ways, the LORD would forgive and
make her flourish.

5
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The Decay and Fall of Judah
Outline of this Study

- Page 2

Jeremiah warned the nations that the LORD would punish all nations who aligned
themselves with Egypt.

Foll owing Babyl onds defeat of Egypt, t
aligned themselves with Egypt, including Judah, would serve Babylon for 70 years.
Despite the LORDOGS continual pleading
including rebellion against the 70 years of servitude to Babylon.

Finally, the LORD had Babylon carry out the judgment that he had declared when
Manassah sat on the throne of Judah. They were condemned to destruction, and
Judahos rebellion against the servitud

The nations continued their assigned 70 year servitude to Babylon, until the city was
taken by the Medes and Persians.

After Daniel uttered his heart-felt prayer, the LORD permitted captives held at
Babylon to return to their homelands.
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Manassahos
resultsin Judah and
Jerusalem being
condemned

y 4

delay the sentence
being carried out

Aosiahés ref or ms

Jerusalem destroyed
because of these evil

kings and Juldsg

Dani el 60s

Captives released

to accept the servitude to

Jehoiakim
an evil king
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Egyptian dominance

Amon \
an evil an evil king
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The Decay and Fall of Judah

Totally Corrupt King Manassah

Comments \

The regionds super powers were Assyri a4,
conquered the Syro-Palestinian area and had destroyed the northern kingdom of
Israel.

doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au

To survive, the lesser powers formed an allegiance with one of the major powers. 2
Gradually, Assyria crumbled under the blows from Babylon. §
When Babylon combined with the Medes to take the Arryrian capital Ninevah, this S
reduced the major powers to two: Egypt and Babylon. o
Manassah ruled the southern kingdom of Judah for 55 years. The kingdom became
thoroughly corrupt during his evil reign.

10
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Totally Corrupt King Manassah

" 2Kings 21:1:9

A Manasseh followed the detestable practices of the nations.

A He rebuilt the high places his father Hezekiah had destroyed.

A Erected altars to Baal.

A Made an Asherah pole and put it in the temple.

A Bowed down to all the starry hosts and worshiped them.

A Built altars in the temple of the LORD.

A Built altars to all the starry hosts in both courts of the temple of the LORD.
A Sacrificed his own son in the fire.

A Practiced sorcery and divination, and consulted mediums and spiritists.

A Did much evil in the eyes of the LORD, provoking him to anger.

A Manasseh led the people astray, and the people did not listen.

A They did more evil than the nations did before the LORD had destroyed the Israelites.

doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au
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Inside the Iron Age fortress, archaeologists found remains of a temple used for several
centuries during the time of the Divided Monarchy. Though worship centers outside of

doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au
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Jerusalem were forbidden by Moses (Deut 12), high places flourished throughout the land
according to the Bible. The sacrificial altar is visible in the outer courtyard.
(http://www.bibleplaces.com/arad.htm)

12

(SCTIPUNE Catons 1010w e N1,




The Decay and Fall of Judah

God responds to the evil King Manassah

Comments \

As a result of Manas/saho ‘" ‘=, way g
decreed that Jerualem and Judah would '

suffer the same fate as had befallen Israel.

God would wipe out Jerusalem and Judah,
and forsake the people.

doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au
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The Decay and Fall of Judah

God responds to the evil King Manassah

The LORD said through his servants the
committed these detestable sins. He has done more evil than the Amorites who
preceded him and has | ed Judah into si

Therefore this i s what t helahgkhdtobringsuchG
disaster on Jerusalem and Judah that the ears of everyone who hears of it will
tingle. I will stretch out over Jerusalem the measuring line used against Samaria and
the plumb line used against the house of Ahab. | will wipe out Jerusalem as one
wipes a dish, wiping it and turning it upside down.

| will forsakethe remnant of my inheritanceand hand them over to their
enemies. They will be looted and plundered by all their foes, because they have
done evil in my eyes and have provoked me to anger from the day their forefathers
came out of Egypt until this day. o

Moreover, Manasseh also shed so much innocent blood that he filled Jerusalem from
end to endd besides the sin that he had caused Judah to commit, so that they did

__—"  2Kings 21:1616

evil in the eyes of the LORD.

© 2007 Doug Mason. —,dodg_magonl940 @yahoo.com.au
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Holy of Holies
No ancient documents describe the worship practices of this temple, but the existence of
two standing stones and two incense altars points to the worship of two deities at this site.
Most probably, the Israelites here worshipped "Yahweh and his Asherah," a corruption of
true biblical religion that is attested in other archaeological finds.
(http://www.bibleplaces.com/arad.htm)
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Asherah figurine, made from a mold discovered at Nahariyeh, Israel. The
godess of the Sea and consort of El. The mother of Baal. King Mannasseh
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The Decay and Fall of Judah

Outcome was 1 n t he

Comments \

These warnings to obey the LORD were not
prophecies, neither conditional nor
unconditional. Rather, they were a series of
warnings.

The peopl eds response det er mi
consequences, whether to receive support
from the LORD or being destined for
destruction.

doug_mason1940 @yahoogn.au
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The Decay and Fall of Judah

Outcome was 1 n t he

" Jeremiah18:717

If at any time | announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed,
and if that nation | warned repents of its evil, then | will relent and not inflict on it the disaster |
had planned.

And if at another time | announce that a nation or kingdom is to be built up and planted, and if it
does evil in my sight and does not obey me, then | will reconsider the good | had intended to do

for it.

Now t herefore say to the people of Judah an
says: Look! | am preparing a disaster for you and devising a plan against you. So turn from your
evil ways, each one of you, and reform your
But they wil/ reply, o0ltdés no use. We will
stubbornness of his evil heart. o e My peop
i dol s, which made them stumble in their way

Their land will be laid waste, an object of lasting scorn; all who pass by will be appalled and will
shake their heads. Like a wind from the east, | will scatter them before their enemies; | will show
them my back and not my face in the day of their disaster.

\ J
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Manassahos| evi | r ul

results in Judah and
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Manassahos

equal ly <c

Comments

SN~

Amon, who succeeded his father
Manassah, was equally as evil.

As her ah,

a

~~ 2Kings 21:1922 ]

A Amon was twenty-two years old when he
became king, and he reigned in
Jerusalem for two years.

A He did evil in the eyes of the LORD, as
his father Manasseh had done.

A He walked in all the ways of his father.

A He worshiped the idols his father had
worshiped, and bowed down to them.
A He forsook the LORD, the God of his

fathers, and did not walk in the way of the
LORD.

doug_mason1940 @yahoo.@mau
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Jerusalem being
condemned

Josi ahos
delay the sentence
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The Decay and Fall of Judah

Ki ng Josi

ah,

Judahos

f

comments ~

Josiah, who succeeded Amon, was the great
reformist king.

A Josiah did what was right in the eyes of the
LORD and walked in all the ways of his
father David, not turning aside to the right or
to the left. (2 Kings 22:1-2; 2 Chronicles
34:2-3)

A The king stood by the pillar and renewed
the covenant in the presence of the LORD.
€ Then all the peopl
to the covenant. (2 Kings 32:3)

A As long as Josiah lived, the people did not
fail to follow the LORD, the God of their
fathers. (2 Chronicles 34:33)

A [Josiah] defended the cause of the poor and
needy, and so all went well. Is that not what
it means to know me?

(Jer 22:16)

— 2 Kings; 2 Chr; Jer. ]

€

.au
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Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king [Jos$
Shaphan read from it in the presence of the king. When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law,
he tore his robes.

He gave these orders €& AGo and inquire of the LOI
what is written in this book that has been found. Great is the LORD'S anger that burns against us because
our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book; they have not acted in accordance with all that is
written there concer-IByng us. o (2 Kings 22:10

(S

doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au
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The Decay and Fall of Judah
The good works of King Josiah

Comments \

Jeremiah received his call from the LORD in
the 13th year of Josiah (Jeremiah 1:2)

This was a time of religious opportunism,
with the Yahwists making the most of
Josi ahodos religious cpnviction.

Jeremiah supported Jjosi ahds refor ms
demanded even more, with emphasis on
the inner spiritual character that true religion
demands. (See Jeremiah 31:31-34)

doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au

o

© 20&7 Doug Mason.

24

(§cr|pture citations follow the NI




The Decay and Fall of Judah
The good works of King Josiah

__—" 2Kings 23:424

A Removed from the temple of the LORD all the articles made for Baal and Asherah and all the starry hosts.

A Did away with the pagan priests appointed by the kings of Judah to burn incense to Baal, to the sun and
moon, to the constellations and to all the starry hosts.

A Took the Asherah pole from the temple of the LORD.

A Tore down the quarters of the male shrine prostitutes, where women did weaving for Asherah.

A Desecrated the high places where the priests had burned incense.

A Broke down the shrines at the gates.

A Desecrated Topheth, so no one could use it to sacrifice his son or daughter in the fire to Molech.

A Removed from the entrance to the temple of the LORD the horses that the kings of Judah had dedicated
to the sun.

A Pulled down the altars the kings of Judah had erected.

A Desecrated the high places that Solomon had built.

A Smashed the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles and covered the sites with human bones.

A Slaughtered all the priests of those high places on the altars and burned human bones on them.

A Got rid of the mediums and spiritists, the household gods, the idols and all the other detestable things
seen in Judah and Jerusalem.

doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au
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Josiah removed and defiled all the shrines at the high places that the kings of Israel
had built in the towns of Samaria that had provoked the LORD to anger. Josiah
slaughtered all the priests of those high places on the altars and burned human
bones on them. (2 Kings 23:19-20)

doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au
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The Decay and Fall of Judah

Josiah spared from seeing the coming destruction\

,

Comments \

King Josiahos reformajtion broug
concession from God that the destruction of
Judah and Jerusalem would be delayed.

Josiah would not live to see that happen.

doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au
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The Decay and Fall of Judah

Josiah spared from seeing the coming destruction\

" 2Kings 22:1620

This I s what tamgoirng@Pibngsiaagteromthis placeand its people,
according to everything written in the book the king of Judah has read.

nBecause they have forsaken me and burned
anger by all the idols their hands have made, my anger will burn against this place and
will not be quenched.

AnTell the king of Judah, who sent you to
God of Israel, says concerning the words you heard:

N o Be cybwrbheaeartwas responsiveand you humbled yourself beforethe LORD
when you heard what | have spoken against this place and its people, that they would
become accursed and laid waste, and because you tore your robes and wept in my
presence, | have heard you, declares the LORD.

nNnoTherefore | wild!@ gat her you to your f at
not see all the disaster | am goingtobringon t hi s pl ace. 6 0

—
© 2007 Douﬁ2 Mason.
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The Decay and Fall of Judah

The LORD requires internal reformation

Comments \

The external reforms that Josiah brought in delayed the inevitable, but they were
not sufficient to prevent the destruction of Judah.

doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au

The LORD requires total internal reformation. It is not enough to have external gé
reformations when they are not driven by genuinely-held internal religious o
convictions. In our modern world, the Zionist movement is merely a political a
movement. S
God asks each individual to experience their own internal reformation. Each has R
to escape from their own Babyl onian i n|f |
peopleo, is the cry to each person.

29
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The Decay and Fall of Judah

The LORD requires internal reformation

AnThe time I s coming, 0 decl amewcoverdnartwithOR
the house of Israel and with the house of Judah.

It will not be like the covenant | made with their forefathers when | took them by the
hand to lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though | was a
husband to them, 60 decl ares the LORD.

" Jeremiah31:3334

D,

Arhisisthe covenantlwillmakewi t h t he house of | sr ael

the LORD.

Al patmylaw in their minds and writeit on their hearts. | will be their God,
and they will be my people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or a man his
brother, saying, 0Knmheywiltah lenowRiDm the |bast ofa
them to the greatest, 0 decl ares the LC

A F bwill forgivetheir wickedness and will remember their sinsno more. 0

us
R D

€

D
© 2007 Dowg Mason.
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The Decay and Fall of Judah

The LORDOSsSs Promi ses tb

f

comments ~

/

Jeremiah 33:28

a

God is just, and he is forgiving -- provided
the sinner is truly penitent and calls on him.

If Judah and Israel call, he will answer
them, cleanse them from all their sin and
forgive them.

That was all the people needed to do.

AThe L ORD Csalaymse agd | &illanswer
you and tell you great and unsearchable things you
do not know. 6 0

For this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says
about the houses in this city and the royal palaces of
Judah that have been torn down to be used against
the siege ramps and the sword in the fight with the
Babyl oni ans: AThey wi ||
of the men | will slay in my anger and wrath. | will
hide my face from this city because of all its
wickedness.

ANeverthel ess, I wi || Broi
will heal my people and will let them enjoy

abundant peace and security. | will bring Judah

and Israel back from captivity and will rebuild them
as they were before. | will cleanse them from all the
sin they have committed against me and will forgive

alltheirsinsof rebellion again

doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au
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The Decay and Fall of Judah

The joys that Israel and Judah will know

Comments \

If the people want to partake in these grand and wonderful
promises laid out before them, all they need do is ask.

The LORD was to be their Righteousness. This is commonly
seen to be the message of the Christian books of Romans
and Galatians, yet this gospel message was clearly
understood by the Hebrew prophet Jeremiah.

doug_mason1940@yahoo.com.au
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The Decay and Fall of Judah

The joys that Israel and Judah will know

AThen this city will bring me renown,
all the good things | do for it; and they will be in awe and will tremble at the abundant prosperity

/ Jeremiah 33:911,1416

joy, pfra

and peace | provide for it.o

This i s what the LORD says: AYou say about thi
ani mal s. 0

AYet towns bfldwedah and the streets of Jerusalem that are deserted, inhabited by neither

men nor animals, there will be heard once more the sounds of joy and gladness, the voices of
bride and bridegroom, and the voices of those who bring thank offerings to the house of the
LORD, saying, O06Give thanks to the LORD Al mig
For | will restore the fortunes of the | and

Nn6The days are coming, 0o decl ares the LORD, n
house of Israel and to the house of Judah.
Aln those days and atritdhlattedusneBrlamwdHh |s porackuet | f

do what is just and right in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will
livein safety. This is the name by which it will be called: The LORD Our Righteousness.o0

h t
A S
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