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When Was Ancient Jerusalem Destroyed?

PART ONE WHY IT MATTERS
WHAT THE EVIDENCE SHOWS




The October 1, 201Watchtowercarries a isnplistic apology to defenthe Watchtower Sociefy
date of 607 BCE for thdestruction of Jerusalem.

Thisis aCritique of thatWatchtoweiarticle This Critiqueis, of necessityfar larger. It is very easy to
make a series of unsubstantiated assertions, which is exactly whafatbktowerarticle doesFor
example:

Thus, by the fall of
537 B.C.E., the Jews had returned to Jerusa-
lem to restore true worship.—Fzra 1:1-§; 2:1;
3:1-S.

The Watchtowerarticle provides no evidence theltows537 BCE is correct. This it cannot do, since
no evidenceexists for that dateor indeedfor any other datef that eventSo it simply makes an
unsubstantiated assertidhis certainly impossible forte citedtext at Ezrao provide a BCE date

It would be justs simple t@asserthat the first Jews returned in 538 BCE or in 536 BCE, as many do
An alternaive datecould have beeroffered by this Critique,and it would have ken yet another
unsubstantiated assertiddowever, this Critique provides additional informatimnenable areader
make a reasoned decision.

Each major subjeatanvassed in this Critigusommencesvith a new page. This allows the reader to
quickly identfy the subject matter, and if need be, provide those paged/aichtower apologist.

Version 1

© Doug MasonMelbourne September 2011
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Critique of When Was Ancient Jerusalem Destroyed?: Part 1, Why It
Matters; What the Evidence Shows

After many years of silence on the date and significance of Jerudsadistruction, the October 1,
2011The Watchtowecontained the articlaVhen Was Ancient Jerusalem Destroygugjes 2731).

This is the first of two articles in consecutive
issues of The Watchtower that discuss
questions surrounding the date of the destruction
of ancient Jerusalem. This two-part series presents
thoroughly researched and Bible-based answers
ﬂ to questions that have puzzled some readers.

When Was Ancient Jerusalem Destroyed?

PARTONE WHY IT MATTERS
WHAT THE EVIDENCE SHOWS

The Wathtower, October 1, 2011, page 27

WHY IT MATTERS

Although the Watchtowerarticle®s heading claims Part 1 addres8@by it Matters the article
completly fails to address the issuEhe article focuses on the date of Jerusé@edestruction but it
does not discuss its significandénis subject is deeply significant for the Watchtower Society (WTS)
since they use the date ddrusalerfs destruction in the process of providitgelf with its reason for
existingandfor the soure of its authority and control.

Having decided o607 BCE as itglatefor Jerusalei@ destructionthe WTSsdectively jumpsto
isolated texts in Luke, RevelationDaniel Ezekiel, and Matthewto show that Gods kingdom
governmentwas set up in 1914 CE artiat Jsus anointed them in 1919 as #ele earthly
representative.

If 607 BCE is not the date of Jerusafisndestruction by Nebuchadnezzandif the fi70 years did
not start two months after that event, then the claims made by the WTS for itsdifhnarated. That
is therealreasorthis matters to them.




How THE WATCHTOWER ARRIVES AT
607 BCE FOR JERUSALEM® DESTRUCTION

To arrive at the 607 BCE date, téatchtower SocietyWTS):

1.
2.

Accepts that Babylon fell to the Persians in 539 BCE

Assumes that the first Jewish returnees assembled in 537 BCE to dedicate the temple site at
Jerusalem.

3. Assumes that this event marked the conclusion of the Seventy Years spbkeleremiah.

Says that the 70 years therefore commenced in 607 BCE.

Assumes that the #Agear period commenced two months after Jerusalem was destroyed,
when Jews entered Egypt.

The false reasoning used by the WTS
to arrive at its date of 607 BCE for the
Destruction of Jerusalem.

1. Babylon falls

3. Jerusalem destroyed @@ 2. Jews return

WTS accepts 539 BCE 70
from secular historians. .Vea
ry

The secular historians \
calculate 539 BCE from

an Absolute Date and a

chronology that the WTS The WTS is unable to prove that
rejects. the Jews returned in 537 BCE

N

The false reasoning used by thé/atchtowerto arrive at 607 BCE

Broadly, difficulties faced by the WTS include:

The starting point of 539 BCE relies on secular records, secular chronologies, classical
historians, and secular scholars.

Although the WTSalculates the date of Babyl@rfall fromsecular sourcesuch as
classicahistorians, business tablets, and astronomical taiilelspdenigrates those sources.

Without any evidence (since none exists), the WTS assumes the first Returnees dedicated the
temple site in 537 BCE.

The WTS assumes that this event marked the csioclwf thefiSeventy Yeais

The WTS assumes Jerusalem was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar just over 70 years before the
Returnees assembled at the destroyed site.

It assumes that when the Jews entered Egypt following Gedatialrder, that this emptied
Judahof every person.




How theWatchtowerarrives at607 BCE for Jerusalens destruction

e The WTS assumes that the Jews entered Egypt two months after Jefsis@stmuction.

e [t assumes that this event marked the start ofitbeYear®. There is no explicit Biblical
statement to that effect.

Every step in the WT@& fiBible ctronologyd is concerned with its primary objective of maintaining
1914 CE as the eschatologically significant date. Therefore, rather than seeking evidence and proof,
the WTS seeks support for the conclusion it commences with.

A difference of about 20 years

TheWatchtowenrticlerecognises that the commostteld date for the destruction of 587/586 BCE is
about20 years later than its date of 607 BCE. The WTS sagdgdtfierence results from the WTS
accepting the inspired word of GdtermedfiBible chronology) while everyone elsaelepend on
uninspired secular records.

So why do Je-
hovah’s Witnesses hold to a date that dif-
fers from widely accepted chronology by 20
years? In short, because of evidence within
the Bible itself.

(Note that this is théormatused in thisCritique to
provide the citations frorfthe Watchtowearticle.)




THE STARTING DATE OF 539 BCE

Why Historians know
Nebuchadnezzar | | Amel-Marduk Babylon Fell in 539 BCE
2 years Neriglissar
- Labashi-
Marduk
A few months
Nabonidus
17 years
ABSOLUTE DATE
37th year (568 BCE)
The WTS does not
accept this date
The WTS accepts this list of Babylonian kings

Amel-Marduk (Evil-merodach) ... st NebL ... After reigning but two

years King Evil-merodach was by his i Neriglissar. According to

the inscriptions that have been found, this usurper of the throne .__ reigned four years. g
When he died, his son Labashi-| ded him ... and within nine months he g
had his throat cut by an assassin. Nabonidus ... now took the throne and had a fairly =
glorious reignftill Babylon fell in 539 BCE. ("Babylon the Great Has Fallen!”, 1963, o]
WTBTS, pages 183, 184). 556-539 g
Nabopolassar, a native of Chaldea, and his ors, Nebuct 11, Evil- B
merodach (Awil-Marduk), Neriglissar, Labashi-Marduk, Nabonidus, and Belshazzar, ruled o
the Third World Power, Babylon. ("Insight on the Scriptures”, 1988, WTBTS, Vol 1, page The WTS acce| tS o
425, art: “Chaldea’). the date of 539 BCE | @

Scholars provide 539 BCE for the Fall of Babylon using the chronology th#dtehtowerdoes not
accept. Further related statements from Watchtower Society (WTS) articles are available at:

http://www.jwstudies.com/WTS support for the Babylonian Hisigpdf

TheWatchtoweiarticle acknowledges that 539 BCE is calculated from other sources.

The date 539 B.C.E. when Cyrus Il conquered Babylon
is calculated using the testimony of:

It is impossible for the Bible to provide BCE dates. They have to come from secular sources, which
are denigrated a@ninspired by the WTS While the date for Babylads fall is generally agreed with

by scholars, the WTS undermines its position when it denigrates the sources it uses to calculate that
date.

The Watchtower relies on the testimony of fancient historical sourceso

To create its foundation date for the Fall abglon, he WTSsaysit relies onclassical hstorians
andon cuneiform tablets.

= Ancient historical sources and cuneiform tablets: Diodorus

of Sicily (c. 80-20 B.C.E.) wrote that Cyrus became king of Persia
in “the opening year of the Fifty-fifth Olympiad.” (Historical Li-
brary, Book IX, 21) That year was 560 B.C.E. The Greek historian
Herodotus (c. 485-425 B.C.E.) stated that Cyrus was killed “after
he had reigned twenty-nine years,” which would put his death
during his 30th year, in 530 B.C.E. (Histories, Book |, Clio, 214)
Cuneiform tablets show that Cyrus ruled Babylon for nine years
before his death. Thus, nine years prior to his death in 530 B.C.E.
takes us back to 539 B.C.E. as the year Cyrus conquered Babylon.



http://www.jwstudies.com/WTS_support_for_the_Babylonian_king-list.pdf

The starting date of 533CE

An Olympiadis a period of 4 years. Their first recorded use was some 400 years after the first Games
were held to mark the start of an Olympagberiod Eachyear during afour-year Olympiad is
designated accordingly. The expresdi@n. 55, 1 meansfthe first year of the 55th Olympiad

Citing Diodorus and otheras his authorities, Africanuglaces the
first year of Cyrusgn Ol. 55, 1.... Therefore the synchronism exdst
Cyrus year 1 = Ol. 55, 1 = 560/559 BC. ...

In that same passage. Africanus brings his reckoning to the first
year of Cyrus with the wordsto the first year of the reign of Cyrus
when there was an end to the captidtctually ... [Cyrus] did not
take Babylon and free the Jewish captives until 539 BCE. ...

Fortunately, the fragments of Africanus also preserve his dates for the
life of Jesus. ... In view of the synchronism previously established for
the first year of Cyus where A.Ad. 4943 = Ol. 55, 1 = 560/559 BC,
we can also establish that A.Ad. 5500 = Ol. 194,2 = 3/2 BC, which
must be Africanu® date for the birth of Christ.

The Watchtoweruses the classical historians including Diodorus and Africanus to provitle it
foundation for its dates. Africanus also places the birth of Jesus Christ, which was much closer to his
own time, at 3/2 BCE, a date rejected by the WTS.

Information on secular sources relied on by the WTS is available at:
http://www.jwstudies.com/Insight_s_reliance_on_secular_sources.pdf

Complexities in synchronisms

Ol. 55, 1ran fromJuly 1, 560 toJune 30, 559 BC (Julianj.The Babylonian year (and the Jewish
religious year) commenced with Nisan. According to Parker and Dubberstein, Nisan 1, 560 BC fell on
March 26 (Julian) and Nisan 1, 559 BC fell é&pril 14 (Julian).Thus caution must be observed
when converting from one calendar to another, as it is not simply ataskviding the date of a
year.

Cyrus killed nafter he had reigned twenty-nine yearso

The Watchtowearticle says that Cyrus was killédfter he reigned twentyine years, making 530
BCE his final year.

[Eusebius] shows the thirtieth and last year @f thign of Cyrus in
relation to Ol. 62, 2. .By the reckoning of Olympiadic dates which
we have accepteas probably used by Eusebius, Ol. 55,1 equals 560
B.C., Ol. 62, 2 equals 531 B.C.

For the reign of Cyrus quite precise information is rawailable from

the cuneiform sources and in terms of the Babylonian calendar. The
latest date attested in his reign is the twehiyd day of Abu in his

ninth year (mentioned on a tablet from Borsippa), which (counting his
years of reign in Babylon) is atyalent to Aug 12, 530 B.C. The
earliest date attested in the reign of his successor Cambyses is the
twelfth day of Ululu in the lattés accession year, and this is
equivalent to Aug 31, 530. It is to be concluded that the death of
Cyrus, fighting on thenortheastern frontier, was reported in Babylon

in August 530 B.C.

According to theChronicle,the reign of Cyrus ended in his thirtieth
and last year and this year was related to Ol. 62, 2, i.e., to 531 B.C. If
the regnal year of Cyrus was considereddgiib in the spring, in line

! Finegan, pages 156, 157
2 Handbook of Biblical Chronologylack Finegan, page 95 (1998 edition).
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The starting date of 533CE

with Mesopotamian custom, his year 30 could extend from Mar/Apr
531 to Mar/Apr 530, and it would end a few months ahead of his
actual death as just establish&dit if the regnal year was counted as
beginning on the following Qd, then year 30 extended from Oct 1,
531, to Sept 30, 530 B.C., and included the time when the death of
Cyrus became known in Babylon in August 530 B.C. By the same
interpretation, year 1 of Cyrus, related to OIl. 55,1 = 560 B.C., would
mean more exactlhe year from Oct 1, 560, to Sept 30, 559 B.C.

The biblical references to the first year of Cyrus when he made the
proclamation which allowed the Jewish exiles to return from Babylon
to Jerusalem (2 Chron 36:22f.; Ezra 1:1ff.) are presumably stated in
terms of his reign in Babylon since they deal with an event in that
city.
These details indicate the level of uninspired support relied ofhey Watchtoweffor its very
foundation. It cannot rightly claim thatlédysits foundation from inspired sources.

Significantly, the Watchtowerarticle alsodenigrates uninspired clasditastorians and chronologists,
even thought is clear that the information it relies on comes fremeh people, includingfricanus,
Diodorus,andEusebius.

fCuneiform tablets show Cyrus ruled Babylon for nine yearso

As the above passage from Finegan shows, the information relied on bhYyatieatowerfor its
foundation comes frorouneiform tablets

Cuneiform tablets show Cyrus ruled Babylon for nine yedrhe (
Watchtower page 28)

This particularinformation is provided from a listing by Parker and Dubber&teihere they identify
the earliest and latest dated cuneiform taiskied during &ingés reign Tens of thousands of tablets
written during the periotiave been recoveredattist business transactions and administration tasks.
As shown below, theetablets show that Cyrus ruled Babylon for 9 years, dyinuigust 530 BCE.

Parker and Dubbersté@mlisting of the earliest and latest tablets commences with Nabopokasder
continues on through the nd&abylonian rulers andn. The record fo€yrus which theWatchtower
accepts along the ways an integral elemenof the list. Thebalance of the listing includes the
following dates for the latest tablets of these kings:

Kandalanu: Oct 30, 626 BC

Nabopolassar: Aug 15, 605 BC

NebucladnezzarOct 8, 562 BC

Amel-Marduk: Aug 7, 560 BC

Nergalsharusur: Apr 16, 556 BC

LabashiMarduk: June 17, 556 BC

Nabunaid: Oct 29, 539 BCE (Cyrus entered Babylon)

The final page of this Crijue provides a part of thiksting by Parker and Dubberstein that provides
the Watchtower with its dates for Cyrus and the length of his.réigat page also shows the dates of
the latest tablets for these otheo+gabylonian rulers.

% Finegan, age 17879
“ Babylonian Chronology 626 BICAD 75 pagesl1-24




The starting date of 53CE

@ BABYLONIAN CHRONOLOGY, 626 B.C.~A.D. 75

IX/—/17 by Strassmaier on the basis of the giving of the mafSartum for the
IX/—/17 of Nabunaid (lines 2-4). Since a masfartum was often given some
months in advance (see Strassmaier, Nabonidus, Nos. 219, 346, 361) this tablet is
useless for exact dating purposes. This fact was recognized by Kugler, SSB 11
388 f., but not by Clay, BE VIII 1, pp. 4 f.

CyRus
Evidence for Beginning of Reign
VII/14/acc. (Oct. 10, 539), Sippar is taken by Persian forces.
VII/16/acc. (Oct. 12), Babylon falls.
VIII/3/acc. (Oct. 29), Cyrus enters Babylon.

These dates are from the Nabunaid Chronicle (see under NABUNAID).
VII/—/acc. (not later than Oct. 26, 539) (Strassmaier, Cyrus, No. 1).
VI11/24/acc. (Nov. 19, 539) (ibid. No. 2).

X/21/acc. (Jan. 14, 538), Uruk (Tremayne, RECC, No. 1).

Evidence for End of Reign

IV/7/9 (June 28, 530), Babylon (Strassmaier, Cyrus, No. 340).

1V/27/9 (July 18, 530), Babylon (tbid. No. 341).

V/13/9 (Aug. 2, 530), Nippur (Clay, BE VIII 1, No. 74).

V/23/9 (Aug. 12, 530), Borsippa (VAS V 42).
of Cyrus and Cambyses probably began Nisanu 1 (March 26),
530; see Kuglers§SB 11 397-401, and Dubberstein in A¥SL LV (1938) 417-
19. The death of Cyrsawhile he was fighting on the northeastern front was
probably reported in Ba in August, 530, whereupon Cambyses was
recognized as sole king.

CAMBYSES

Evidence for Beginning of Reign
VI/12/acc. (Aug. 31, 530), Babylon (Strassmaier, C
VI/16/acc. (Sept. 4, 530), Babylon (i
V1/20/acc. (segt. 8, 530), Babylon (il V23[9 means the

Evidence for End of Reign 5th month, 23rd day,
1/47 and 5/8 (Mar. 30? and 31, 522), yn
1/12/8 (Apr. 7, 522), Uruk (Dougher,_Jth year of Cyrus’ reign
1/10+4-x/8 (Apr. 5-}-x, 522), Nippur (Clay, BE VIII 1, No. 71).
1/23/8 (Apr. 18, 522), Shahrinu (Strassmaier, Cambyses, No. 409).

For the period from the death of Cambyses to the 2d year of Darius I consult
the articles listed in the introduction to this section. Those articles are essential
to an understanding of these complex years. As the evidence indicates, Cam-
byses was still recognized in April, 522. The Behistun inscription, § 11, seems
to indicate that he did not die until after July 1, 522 (after 1V/9/8). However,
his successor, Bardiya, was certainly recognized in Babylonia already in months
I and I (see under BARDIYA).

s, No. 1).

BARDIYA (SMERDIS, GAUMATA)
Evidence for Beginning of Reign
XII/14/— (Mar. 11, 522), Bardiya revolts in Persia (Behistun, § 11).

Parker and Dubberstein, page 14

The Watchtower relies on an astronomical tablet for confirmation

As confirmation support for the secular sources used to provide the dates dr€gmsand death,
The Watchiwer article refers to an astronomictdblet from the Persian ruler Cambyses. He
succeeded Cyru3he Watchtowearticle thusrecogniseshat informatiorfrom an astronomical tablet
can be used toorrectlycalculate dates in terms of the Julian calendar.

« Confirmation by a cuneiform tablet: A Babylonian astronomi-
cal clay tablet (BM 33066) confirms the date of Cyrus’ death in
530 B.C.E. Though this tablet contains some errors regarding the
astronomical positions, it contains the descriptions of two lunar
eclipses that the tablet says occurred in the seventh year of Cam-
byses II, the son and successor of Cyrus. These are identified
with lunar eclipses visible at Babylon on July 16, 523 B.C.E., and
on January 10, 522 B.C.E., thus pointing to the spring of

523 B.C.E. as the beginning of Cambyses’ seventh year. That
would make his first regnal year 529 B.C.E. So Cyrus’ last year
would have been 530 B.C.E., making 539 B.C.E. his first year of
ruling Babylon.




The starting date of 53CE

The codgiBM 33066 shows that this tablet is hedd the British Museum.

BM33066 (front) BM33066 (rear)

The following is the relevant section from BM33066. Detailed information is available at:
http://www.jwstudies.com/539 BCE_and_an_astronomical tablet.pdf

|
|

| 1s. RAFEH CE T TR L SRS
« - vCOF B vED SE TS Y
Wl W AR SETEY ARG
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Inschriften von Cambyses, Konig von Babylon,
by J. N. Strassmaier, Leipzig, 1890, No. 400, lines 4548
When theWatchtowerarticle statesfithese [eclipses] are identified with lurealipses at Babylanit

is admitting that it relies on the skills and knowledge of the secular sources who provide the Julian
dates of the eclipses on these astronomical tablets.

The Watchtowerarticle thus absolutely depeadn theability of scholarsto compute datefrom a
lunar eclipse tablet held in the British Museum. The dates computed by these scholdhe ttiver
astronomical tabletat that Museumconfirm a significant range of dates for thiscBabylonian
period, dates that the WTS rejects.

All of the surviving observations (and predictions) of lunar eclipses

from earliest times (731 BC) to 609 BCas well as many later

observations down to 317 BQGre recorded on a series of five British

Museum tablets. Their reference numbers are: BM 3Z238BAT

1414), BM 45640 + 35115 + 35789 (= LBAT 1415 + 1416 + 1417:

three joining pieces) and BM 32234 (= LBA

BM 32238 cites eclipses from 731 to 659 B@bverse) and from
389 to 317 BC(reverse). Tablet8M 45640 + 35115 + 35789
contain data fsm 703 to 632 BC(obverse) and fromd15 to 360 BC
(reverse), whileBM 32234 extends from609 to 537 BC(obverse)
and from 519 to 447 BC (reverse).



http://www.jwstudies.com/539_BCE_and_an_astronomical_tablet.pdf

The starting date of 533CE

Many names of rulers are preserved on these tabletg.g. Nabu
mukin-zeri (who reigned from 731 to 726 BC), Bbhi (702699
BC), Samassurmkin (667647 BC), Kandalanu (64625 BC),
Nebuchadrezzar 1l (604562 BC) Xerxes | (485465 BC) and Philip
(323316 BC).

From the welldefined chronological sequenoa this series of texts,
virtually all eclipse dates can be confidently restored

BM 38462 (= LBAT 1420) reports lunar eclipses faimost every
year from the beginning of the reign of Nebuchadrezzar Il (604/3
BC) to his 29th year (576/5 BC) The damaged b(t still

recognisable) name dMebuchadrezzaris given on the first line of
the tablef,

Beginning with NabonassaBabylonian chronology is securely
established®
Cyrusofirst year of Babylonian rule

The Watchtowerarticle demonstratedts total lack of understandingvhen it writes:fimaking 539
B.C.E. his first year of ruling Babyl@nsince his is impossible.

Babylon fell to the Persians shortly after Tishri 1, the start of the civil Wrater the conditions of

the accessiogear system, Cyrus completed the final year of his predecRsdmmidusandhe took

the throne of Babylon on the first day of the following year. For a person using the religious Nisan
calendar, Cyrus started his figgearon the following Nisan 1, equivalent to March 24, 538 BCE. For

a person using the Tishri calendar, Cyrfiist year began on the equivalent to September 17, 538
BCE.

According to the cuneiform evidence and the Babylonian calendar,
Babylon fell on Tshritu 16 = Oct 12, 539 B.C., and Cyrus entered
the city two and ondéalf weeks later on Arahsamnu 3 = Oct 29. His
Babylonian regnal years began, therefore, and his first year, in which
he made the proclamation, was 538/537 B.C.

® Stephenson, page 149
® Stephenson, page 95
" Finegan, page179




THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ASEVENTY YEARSO

It is impossible to overrate the significance to the Watchtower Society (WTS) of its interpretation of
Jeremialis fiSeventy Yeais

The Watchtower Society (WT)raisesits own interpretation of the Bibde ii70 Year® as Bible
Chronology They contrast their interpretation with the information provided by secular sources,
naming it derogativelySecular Chronology

The WTSs interpretation of the 70 yeacsntrolsits agproach to secular sourcéalhile the WTS
acceps calculations fromsecular sources to provide 539 BCE as the date of the Fall of Baliglon,
interpretation of the Seventy Yedmcesthe WTS to denigrate thosery same sources when they
provide informaibn that does naccommodatéhe WTSs interpretation of th8eventyYears

The WTS5s interpretation of the Seventy Years creates its own chronology for the period, including
the date of 607 BCE for the destruction of Jerusalem.
The WTS confuses threat of destruction with Seventy Years& servitude

Fundamentally, te WTS confuses ththreateneddestruction of Jerusalem with the 70 years of
servitude to Babylon by several nations.

The WTS fails to recognise that the threat of destruction was continualty digen by prophets ever
since Moses when the people were about to enter the Promised Land. Continued obedience would see
them flourish, but disobedience would see them obliterated. That fate lay in their hands.

The fiSeventy Yeay however, was an unavaible period of servitude to Babylon experienced by
several nations. The only matter that could be controlled was the intensity of that servitude. Willing
recognition would result in that nation serving its servitude from within its own borders. Obstinate
disobedience would see that nation experience increased intensity of servitude.

Since thefiseventy yeasdo not refer to Jerusalédmdestruction, the period may not be used as a
measuring stick in the way that the WTS requires.

What is the sig-
nificance of the “seventy years”? And how
does this time period help us to determine
the date of Jerusalem'’s destruction?

Further explanations aesvailable at:

http://www.jwstudies.com/What the Bible really says about Jerusalem_s_destruction.pdf

http://www.jwstudies.com/Bible_Chronology and_the Seventy Years.pdf
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WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE SEVENTY YEARS

WHO THE ASEVENTY YEARSO WERE AIMED AT

As the text cited in the following passage frdilne Watchtowearticle clearly states, thiSeventy
Years decree was directly aimed at allffiese natiorts

“Seventy Years” for Whom?

Years before the destruction, the Jewish
prophet Jeremiah provided an essential clue
to the time frame given in the Bible. He
warned “all those living in Jerusalem,” say-
ing: “This whole country will become a deso-
late wasteland, and these nations will serve
the king of Babylon seventy years.” (Jeremi-
ah 25:1, 2, 11, New International Version) The
prophet later added: “This is what Jehovah
has said, ‘In accord with the fulfilling of sev-
enty years at Babylon I shall turn my atten-
tion to you people, and I will establish toward
you my good word in bringing you back to
this place.”” (Jeremiah 29:10)

The Seventy Years was a period of servitude to Balyyoseveral nations, including Judah.

THE THREATENED DESTRUCTION COULD BE AVOIDED

From the time of Moses through to Jeremiah, Hebrew propghekeir preacherd continually
threatened that God would destroy the nation if they did not willingly obey Hstidies. Obedience
would see them survive and flourish.

At an early stage of his work, Jerenmislife was threatened when he warned that Jerusalem would be
destroyed. He was saved when it was pointed out that he was only repeating the message that had
been given by the previous prophéts.

Threat for centuries of avoidable destruction

Moses warned the people that disobedience would cause God to destroy the city, including its temple,
and he would remove the people from the land he had given.

If you will not listen to me and carry out all these commands, and if
you reject my decrees and abhor my laws and fail to carry out all my
commands and so violate my covenant, then | will do this to you: ...

I will turn your cities into ruinsj(8&B>) and lay wastevtm @ your
sanctuaries. ... | will lay waster*tn@m the land, so that your
enemies who live there will be appalledri@n). | will scatter you
among the nations and will draw out my sword and pursue you.

Your land will be laid wastevéfm*m>), and your cigés will lie in
ruins { 8rB>). Then the land will enjoy its sabbat*BB*7 [finot in
Hebrewd] years all the time that it lies desolatéri@m and you are
in the country of your enemies; then the land will resB{7 and
enjoy its sabbathsv{BB*]. All the time that it lies desolate

8 For exampledoel 1:2, 67, 12, 15; 2:13; Isa. 28:1314; 51:17, 19Zep. 1:4; 2:12; 3:7-8; Hab. 1:57; Eze. 5:8,
9,611, 14
% Jer 25:2-7; 26:8-18
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What the Bible says about t&eventy Years

(v*m@nm), the land will have the rest’B~7 it did not have during
the sabbaths/(‘BB*J you lived in it. ...

These are the decrees, the laws and the regulations that the LORD
established on Mount Sinai between himself tnedisraelites through
Moses™

If you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods and
worship and bow down to them, | testify against you today that you
will surely be destroyed. Like the nations the LORD destroyed before
you, so you will balestroyed for not obeying the LORD your God.

Whenever a prophet gave this warning, he made it clear that God would not carry out his punishment
if the people heeded the message. When a nation relented and amended its ways, God would relent
and the threateed punishment would be avoided.

If at any time | announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted,
torn down and destroyed, and if that nation | warned repents of its
evil, then | will relent and not inflict on it the disaster | had planfied.

THE 70 YEAR SERVITUDE COULD NOT BE AVOIDED

When Babylon became the regisrsuperpower, Gdd prophet Jeremiah repeated the-algethreat
of the cityls destruction. Then he gave the additional command that all the nations would serve
Babylon for 70 years:

And the® nations willservethe king of Babylon seventy years. (Jer.
25:11)

God decided to use Babylon as his servant, and all the nations would serve his servant for 70 years.
That servitude commenced at the same time for all the ndtiahthe moment when Gatkcided to
use Babylon as his servant implementer.

At the same time, Jeremiah made it clear that when any nation served Babylon willingly, they would
remain in their own countryequatingthe expressioriSeventy Yeai with fhim, his son and his
grandson, Jeremiah said it was a period figervingd Babylon which could be servedby a nation

while remainingn its own land, without any need for destruction.

All nations will SERVE him and his son and his grandsomntil the
time for his |l and comes. ¢é

If, howewer, any nation or kingdom wilhot SERVE Nebuchaéd
nezzar king of Babylon or bow its neck under his yoke, | patish

that nation with the sword, famine and plague, declares the LORD,
until | destroy it by [Nebuchadnezzé&j] hand.

So do not listen to yoysrophets, your diviners, your interpreters of
dreams, your mediums or your sorcerers who tell #¥ou will not
SERVE the king of Babylord They prophesy lies to youthat will
only serve to remove you far from your lands; | will banish you and
you will perish.

BUT if any nation will bow its neck under the yoke of the king of
Babylon andSERVE him, | will let that nation remain in its own land
to till it and to live § U ¢ thdre, declares the LORD.

0L ev. 26:3i 46
1 Deut. 8:1920; See als®eut 28:1568
2 3er. 18:78
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What the Bible says about t&eventy Years

[Jeremiah]gave the same message to Zedekiding of Judah |
said, iBow your neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon;
SERVE him and his people, and you will live.

Why will you and your people dieby the sword, famine and plague
with which the LORD has threatened any nation that willSERVE
the king of Babylon7Do not listen to the words of the prophets
who say to you,AYou will not SERVE the king of Babylono, for
they are prophesying lies to yod®

Yoke could be intensified, but not evaded

At Jeremiah 25, Jeremiah is recorded as telling Juddftsneighbours they would be serve Babylon

for 70 years. At Jeremiah 27 to 29, the prophet is confronted by false prophets promising swift
release. To Hananiah the false prophet at Jerusalem, Jeremiah showed that the yoke of Babylon was in
place and itsntensity would only increase if the nation refused to serve Babylon. To the exiles at
Babylon, he told them that 70 years had been decreed, so they must not listen to their false prophets
who were promising swift release. The servitude was in place anldiwwun its course.

The following quotation indicates thathe 70 years of punishment started when God set
Nebuchadnezzar against Athis | and (Judah)o and

The Bible, however, shows that the 70
years were to be a period of severe punish-
ment from God—aimed specifically at the
people of Judah and Jerusalem, who werein a
covenant to obey him. (Exodus 19:3-6) When
they refused to turn from their bad ways, God
said: “I will summon . . . Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon . . . against this land and its
inhabitants and against all the surrounding
nations.” (Jeremiah 25:4, 5, 8, 9, NIV)

Jeremiah 25:9, which is cited here, says that this wouldt iesall the nationsbeing destroyed.

I will bring [Nebuchadnezzar and the nations of the north] against
this land and its inhabitants and agaimditthe surrounding nations.

| will completely destroy themand make them an object of horror
and scorn, ahan everlasting ruin.

It is absolutely mischievoudor the following from the Watchtower article to suggest that
Lamentationssays there was to be a-y8ar exilefollowing the destruction of Jerusalemor was

there any need for Jerusalem to be destroyed. These verses indicate that the other nations were to
suffer the same degree of punishment as Judah was to receive.

While
nearby nations would also suffer Babylon's
wrath, the destruction of Jerusalem and the
70-year exile to follow were called by Jeremi-
ah “the punishment of my people,” for Jeru-
salem had “sinned greatly."—Lamentations
1:8; 3:42; 4:6, NIV.

So according to the Bible, the 70 years was
a period of bitter punishment for Judah, and
God used the Babylonians as the instrument
for inflicting this severe chastisement.

13 Jer. 27:13, 614

13



What the Bible says about t&eventy Years

CONTRAST OF AVOIDABLE DESTRUCTION WITH UNAVOIDABLE SERVITUDE

The contrast between ghthreatened destruction of Jerusalem and the unavoidable 70 years of
servitude to Babyloiis demonstrated at the time when Jeremiah confronted Zedekiah while Babylon
was attacking Jerusalem.

Jeremiah pleaded with Zedekjaklling himthat if he willingly went forward in surrender, Zedekiah
would be showing his preparedness to serve Babylon, and this would prevent tiethadtened
destruction of Jerusalem. Jeremiah did not want to see the city destroyed, which could still be
avoided.

Jeremiah said tdedekiah,fiThis is what the LORD God Almighty,
the God of Israel, saystf you surrender to the officers of the king
of Babyl datynwilnétbetbbrned down. é

But if you will not surrender to the officers of the king of Babylon,
this city will be handed over to the Babylonians and they will burn it
downd &

But if you refuse to surrender, this is what the LORD has revealed to
me: é this cityowill be burned down.

Servethe king of Babylon, and you will live. Why should this city
become a ruilj &B>)?"

Thus the 70 yeansould run its course. That could not be avoided. The intensity could be controlled
and it could be served while the nation remained on its own land.

The centuriedong threatened destruction of Jerusalem and Judah, howeutthavebesnavoided.
But Zedekiah did not listen to Gé&messenger.

THE START OF THE 1 8VENTY YEARSO

The Bible does not state fAthis is when the Sever
concerned with identifying a specific momentieident. Locating a precise starting point is a matter

of concern only to the Watchtower Society (WTS). It did not matter to the ancient Bible writers; it

does not concern modern scholars. Locating the undeniable starting point is therefore for the WTS to
prove beyond any doubt. It is a pure red herring for it to ask others to identify their starting point.
Others do not care, it is not an issue.

Jeremiah told the several nations that it would beep @dar peri od of serving Goc
It could be assumed the period began either whendg&otledio anoint Babylon, when Gaattually

anointed Babylon as his servant, when the named nations came under Babylonian domination, or
when Babyl on became the regionébés unquestioned su

The WTSpresumms t he expression ASeventy Yearso is to
whereas true Biblical scholarship seeks to determine what the expression meant to the people at the
time they wrote it. Did their culture address the expression asddiic, representing an idea or a

principle, rather than with mathematical precision? This the WTS has to prove, since it is their
problem, and no one el seds.

14 Jer. 38:1718,21, 23
15 Jer 27:17
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What the Bible says about t&eventy Years

When Did “the Seventy Years” Start?

The inspired historian Ezra, who lived after
the 70 years of Jeremiah's prophecy were ful-
filled, wrote of King Nebuchadnezzar: “He
carried into exile to Babylon the remnant,
who escaped from the sword, and they be-
came servants to him and his sons until the
kingdom of Persia came to power. The land
enjoyed its sabbath rests; all the time of its
desolation it rested, until the seventy vears
were completed in fulfillment of the word of
the LORD spoken by Jeremiah.”—2 Chronicles
36:20, 21, NIV.

Thus, the 70 years were to be a period
when the land of Judah and Jerusalem would
enjoy “sabbath rests.” This meant that the
land would not be cultivated—there would be
no sowing of seed or pruning of vineyards.
(Leviticus 25:1-5, NIV)

Although the above citation from tihWgatchtowei s headed, AWhen diditét he S
actually opens with the statement by the Chronicler that the 70 years of servitude ended when Persia
replaced Babylon. The passage says the nations were serbentsto Nebuchadnezzar and his
descendants until At he ki rhgdery monelit th® dapmened, the a me
people were no longer serving Babylon.

That passage also says that the land rastgbthe seventy years came to its end; it does not say that
the land resteduring the full seventy years. All that Leviticus requiredsafar the people living on

the |l and to |live from what spr anbutthepddmatkkave ousl| y
the land.

Long before Jerusalem was destroyed, while people were still living on the land, they already
considered the land teeb wi t hou't i mé hecaase dhe Rabyloniems veere in conttol.
Further information is available at pages-6® of:

http://www.jwstudies.com/They would not listen Versibmpdf

THE END OF THE 1 RVENTY YEARSO

The Scriptures consistently repeat that the Seve
ended. That happened on the night the Persians and Medes took the city (October 539 BCE, Julian).

That is not surprising; the nations were commandestteeBabylon for 70 years and thsg¢rvitude

ended at the moment Babyl on ceased being the re
end one day earlier or one day later than the night wheBahglonian king was slain and his

kingdom taken.

The Bible consistently says that the Seventy Years was a period when of servitude to Babylon and it
ended the moment Babylonés kingdom ended.

All nations will serve him and his son and his grandson urditithe
for his land comesthen many nations and great kings will
subjugate him*’

AThis i s what Mdne Gogl haw aumbesed e a n :
days of your reign and brought it to an end Peres: Your

18 Jer 32:43 33:1012
¥ 3er. 27:7
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What the Bible says about t&eventy Years

kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persiansdhat
very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, and
Darius theMede took over the kingdom at the age of sixtjwo.'®

[Nebuchadnezzar] carried into exile to Babylon the remnant, who
escaped from the sword, and they becasmwants to him and his
sons until the kingdom of Persia came to power

When Did “the Seventy Years” End?

The prophet Daniel, who lived until “the
kingdom of Persia came to power,” was on
the scene in Babylon, and he calculated
when the 70 years were due to end. He wrote:
“I, Daniel, perceived in the books the num-
ber of years that, according to the word of the
LORD to Jeremiah the prophet, must pass be-
fore the end of the desolations of Jerusalem,
namely, seventy years.”"—Daniel 9:1, 2, ESV.

Fzra reflected on the prophecies of Jeremi-
ah and linked the end of “the seventy years”
to the time when “the LorD moved the heart
of Cyrus king of Persia to make a proclama-
tion.” (2 Chronicles 36:21, 22, NIV) When
were the Jews released? The decree ending
their exile was issued in “the first vear of Cy-
rus the king of Persia.”

Cyrus was able to make his proclamation because the 70 years of servitude to Babylon had ended. He

could not
the region.

have released all t he

18pan. 5:26, 28, 331
192 Chr. 36:20

nationsfag capti ve

16



NFOR BABYLONO

Instead of saying 70 years “at Babylon,”
many translations read “for Babylon.” (NIV)
Some historians therefore claim that this
70-year period applies to the Babylonian Em-
pire. According to secular chronology, the
Babylonians dominated the land of ancient
Judah and Jerusalem for some 70 years, from
about 609 B.C.E. until 539 B.C.E. when the
capital city of Babylon was captured.

The passage that tNeatchtowelis concerned about reads, according to the NIV:

The God of Israel say$iDo not let the prophets and diviners among
you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to
have. They are prophesying lies to you in my name. | have not sent
themp declares thdeORD. This is what theLORD says: fiwhen
seventy years are completed for Babylon, | will come to you and
fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this plack.

At chapter 28, Jeremiah confronted the false prophet Hananiah, who had predicted the yoke of
servitude to Babylon would cease within two years with the return of the recently deported king
Jehio@hin and all the exiles:

fifor | will break the yoke of the king of BabylaA"

Jeremiah had previously introduced the yoke of 70 years servitude to Babylon, and Hananiah
acknowledged it was in place. At chapter 29, Jeremiah turns his attention to therégikets at
Babylon, who were saying the same as Hananiah was. To counter the false prophets at Babylon,
Jeremiah told them they would be waiting a long time as the decreed 70 years had not been
compleed. This shows that the 70 year yakeservitude waslready in placeotherwise the prophets

at Jerusalem and at Babylon could not make a promise of a swift release.

The idea of 70 yearfBat Babylon is meaningless, for many Jews chose to remain there after the
kingdom of Babylon was replaced by Persia. idbvdescendants were still returning to Yehud 200
years after the Babylonian empire had ceased.

All that Jeremiafs command regarding the Seventy Years required was that the nations, including
Judah, serve Babylon. When the kingdom of Babylon ceased iBGB9the nations ceased serving
Nebuchadnezzar, his son and his grandson.

When the Jews at Babylon received the letter from Jeremiah, they understood his statement, since
they said it meant they would be there f@tang timep.

He has sent this messageus in Babylonit will be a long time.
Therefore build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what
they producé?

It is thus correct to say that the period im0 Babylon, and therefore, as is shown in the following,
the WTSs New WorldTranslationin Swedish and in Danish renders the expressigifoasBabylon.

20 3er. 29:810
2 Jer. 28:4
2 Jer. 29:28
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New World Translation er indtil 1993 trykt i
et samlet oplag ph 68.100.000 eksemplarer,
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JEREMIAS 20113-29:18

hustruer og bliv feedre til senner og
detre;* og tag hustruer til jeres senner,
og giv jeres detre til meend, at de kan
fede senner og detre; og bliv mange
dér, og bliv ikke feerre. 7 Endvidere,
sag fred for den by hvortil jeg har la-
det jer gé i landflygtighed, og bed for
den til Jehova, for i dens fred vil I f&
fred.® 8 For sdledes har Heerstyrkers
Jehovs, Israels Gud, sagt: ,Lad ikke je-
res profeter, som er iblandt jer, og je-
res spAmeend bedrage jer,© og her ikke
efter de dremme som de* dremmer.?
9 For 'det er legn de profeterer for jer
i mit navn. Jeg har ikke sendt dem,’
lyder Jehovas udsagn.*’"

70 ,For siledes har Jehova sagt:
'Forst nir halvfjerds &r er udlebet for
Babylon vil jeg vende min opmaerk-

Og Jeg
stadfaestenﬂtgodeordvedatferejer

‘Nya varldens oversatmmg

Den hehga SKrift

Studieutgava med fotnoter och parallellhdnvisningar

JEREMIA 29:8-25

den, ty i dess frid skall ni fa frid.*
8 Ty detta ar vad hararnas Jehova, Is-
raels Gud, har sagt: "Lat inte era pro-
feter, som 4r mitt ibland er, och era
spamén bedra er,® och lyssna inte till
de drommar som de® drommer.c 9 Ty
'l6gn &r vad de profeterar for er i mitt
namn. Jag har inte sdnt dem’,® lyder Je-
hovas uttalande.”"”

10 "Ty detta &r vad Jehova har sagt:
'Nar sjuttio &r har gatt for* Babylon

skall jag vinda min uppmérksambhet till

er,t och jag skall gentemot er befésta
mitt goda ord genom att fora er tillbaka
till denna plats.’f

tilbage til dette sted.'s
The Danish (left) and Swedish (rightiNew World Translatiorrender Jer. 29:10asfiford Babylon
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WHEN DID THE JEWS ENTER EGYPT?

The Watchtowerwishes to commence thiSeventy Yeas at the moment that the party of Jews
entered Egypt. For sonstrangereason it journeys to that date via a date for Jerugaldastruction

An easier path for th&/atchtowemnwould have been to argue thaefiSeventy Yeaisbegan when

Jews entered Egypt, which it would date as 607 BCE, and then state that Jerusalem fell earlier,
perhaps in 611 BCE.

The events listed as taking place from the time of Jerugaldestruction until the Je@entry into
Egyptrequire far more than two months. For example, it would have taken ltragetwo months
for the informatiorabout Gedaliako reach Jews in the neighbouring countriesofib, Ammon, and
Edom, pack their families, return to the villages and towns, amdttavel to Gedaliaf.

The above citation fromgge 27 of the October 1 20Wlatchtowerarticle refergo 2 Kings 25:25, 26
this way

Within two months, fiall the people [who had been left behind in the
land] from the least to the greatest, together with army officers,
fled to Egypt for fear of the Babyloniang2 Kings 25:25, 26NIV)

However, the verses at 2 Kings 252% actually stateNew World Translation

fANnd it came about in the seventh month that Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah the son of Elhama of the royal offsping came, and also
ten men with him, and they got to strike down Gedaliah, so that he
died, and also the Jews and the Chaldeanshtqgiened to be with
him in Mizpah After that all the people, from small to great, and the
chiefs d the military forces rose up and came into Egypt; for they had
become afraid because of the Chaldeans.

The impositionby the Watchtowerof fiwithin two monthg, fiwho had been left behirid the land,
andfiof that yearo result from prejudice.

The Bible des not specify how long Gedaliah worked as the Governor before he was murdered.
Many scholars, including Jewish scholars, dedi Gedaliah ruled for 4 years.

The Bible states the people who went with Johanan were the survivorsifegah®*

The expressiofiseventh monthprovides no solid evidengsince it does not specify the year. This
means Th&Vatchtoweiis unable to get the solid answer it needs.

2 Jer. 40:1112
2 Jer. 41:16
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