
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

The October 1, 2011 Watchtower carries a simplistic apology to defend the Watchtower Societyôs 

date of 607 BCE for the destruction of Jerusalem. 

This is a Critique of that Watchtower article. This Critique is, of necessity, far larger. It is very easy to 

make a series of unsubstantiated assertions, which is exactly what the Watchtower article does. For 

example: 

 

 

 

The Watchtower article provides no evidence that shows 537 BCE is correct. This it cannot do, since 

no evidence exists for that date, or indeed for any other date of that event. So it simply makes an 

unsubstantiated assertion. It is certainly impossible for the cited text at Ezra to provide a BCE date. 

It would be just as simple to assert that the first Jews returned in 538 BCE or in 536 BCE, as many do. 

An alternative date could have been offered by this Critique, and it would have been yet another 

unsubstantiated assertion. However, this Critique provides additional information to enable a reader 

make a reasoned decision. 

 

Each major subject canvassed in this Critique commences with a new page. This allows the reader to 

quickly identify the subject matter, and if need be, provide those pages to a Watchtower apologist. 
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Critique of When Was Ancient Jerusalem Destroyed?: Part 1, Why It 
Matters; What the Evidence Shows 

After many years of silence on the date and significance of Jerusalemôs destruction, the October 1, 

2011 The Watchtower contained the article: When Was Ancient Jerusalem Destroyed? (pages 27-31). 

 

 
The Watchtower, October 1, 2011, page 27 

 

WHY IT MATTERS 

Although the Watchtower articleôs heading claims Part 1 addresses Why it Matters, the article 

completely fails to address the issue. The article focuses on the date of Jerusalemôs destruction but it 

does not discuss its significance. This subject is deeply significant for the Watchtower Society (WTS) 

since they use the date of Jerusalemôs destruction in the process of providing itself with its reason for 

existing and for the source of its authority and control. 

Having decided on 607 BCE as its date for Jerusalemôs destruction, the WTS selectively jumps to 

isolated texts in Luke, Revelation, Daniel, Ezekiel, and Matthew to show that Godôs kingdom 

government was set up in 1914 CE and that Jesus anointed them in 1919 as its sole earthly 

representative. 

If 607 BCE is not the date of Jerusalemôs destruction by Nebuchadnezzar, and if the ñ70 yearsò did 

not start two months after that event, then the claims made by the WTS for itself are eliminated. That 

is the real reason this matters to them. 
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HOW THE WATCHTOWER ARRIVES AT 
607 BCE FOR JERUSALEMôS DESTRUCTION 

To arrive at the 607 BCE date, the Watchtower Society (WTS): 

1. Accepts that Babylon fell to the Persians in 539 BCE. 

2. Assumes that the first Jewish returnees assembled in 537 BCE to dedicate the temple site at 

Jerusalem. 

3. Assumes that this event marked the conclusion of the Seventy Years spoken of by Jeremiah. 

4. Says that the 70 years therefore commenced in 607 BCE. 

5. Assumes that the 70-year period commenced two months after Jerusalem was destroyed, 

when Jews entered Egypt. 

 
The false reasoning used by the Watchtower to arrive at 607 BCE 

Broadly, difficulties faced by the WTS include: 

 The starting point of 539 BCE relies on secular records, secular chronologies, classical 

historians, and secular scholars. 

 Although the WTS calculates the date of Babylonôs fall from secular sources, such as 

classical historians, business tablets, and astronomical tablets, it also denigrates those sources. 

 Without any evidence (since none exists), the WTS assumes the first Returnees dedicated the 

temple site in 537 BCE. 

 The WTS assumes that this event marked the conclusion of the ñSeventy Yearsò. 

 The WTS assumes Jerusalem was destroyed by Nebuchadnezzar just over 70 years before the 

Returnees assembled at the destroyed site. 

 It assumes that when the Jews entered Egypt following Gedaliahôs murder, that this emptied 

Judah of every person. 
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 The WTS assumes that the Jews entered Egypt two months after Jerusalemôs destruction. 

 It assumes that this event marked the start of the ñ70 Yearsò. There is no explicit Biblical 

statement to that effect. 

Every step in the WTSôs ñBible chronologyò is concerned with its primary objective of maintaining 

1914 CE as the eschatologically significant date. Therefore, rather than seeking evidence and proof, 

the WTS seeks support for the conclusion it commences with. 

A difference of about 20 years 

The Watchtower article recognises that the commonly-held date for the destruction of 587/586 BCE is 

about 20 years later than its date of 607 BCE. The WTS says this difference results from the WTS 

accepting the inspired word of God (termed ñBible chronologyò) while everyone else depends on 

uninspired secular records. 

 
(Note that this is the format used in this Critique to 

provide the citations from The Watchtower article.) 
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THE STARTING DATE OF 539 BCE 

 
Scholars provide 539 BCE for the Fall of Babylon using the chronology that the Watchtower does not 

accept. Further related statements from Watchtower Society (WTS) articles are available at: 

http://www.jwstudies.com/WTS_support_for_the_Babylonian_king-list.pdf 

The Watchtower article acknowledges that 539 BCE is calculated from other sources. 

 

It is impossible for the Bible to provide BCE dates. They have to come from secular sources, which 

are denigrated as ñuninspiredò by the WTS. While the date for Babylonôs fall is generally agreed with 

by scholars, the WTS undermines its position when it denigrates the sources it uses to calculate that 

date. 

The Watchtower relies on the testimony of ñancient historical sourcesò 

To create its foundation date for the Fall of Babylon, the WTS says it relies on classical historians 

and on cuneiform tablets. 

 

http://www.jwstudies.com/WTS_support_for_the_Babylonian_king-list.pdf
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An Olympiad is a period of 4 years. Their first recorded use was some 400 years after the first Games 

were held to mark the start of an Olympiadic period. Each year during a four-year Olympiad is 

designated accordingly. The expression ñOl. 55, 1ò means ñthe first year of the 55th Olympiadò. 

Citing Diodorus and others as his authorities, Africanus places the 

first year of Cyrus in Ol. 55, 1. ... Therefore the synchronism exists: 

Cyrus year 1 = Ol. 55, 1 = 560/559 BC. ... 

In that same passage ... Africanus brings his reckoning to the first 

year of Cyrus with the words: ñto the first year of the reign of Cyrus 

when there was an end to the captivity.ò Actually ... [Cyrus] did not 

take Babylon and free the Jewish captives until 539 BCE. ... 

Fortunately, the fragments of Africanus also preserve his dates for the 

life of Jesus. ... In view of the synchronism previously established for 

the first year of Cyrus where A.Ad. 4943 = Ol. 55, 1 = 560/559 BC, 

we can also establish that A.Ad. 5500 = Ol. 194,2 = 3/2 BC, which 

must be Africanusôs date for the birth of Christ.
1
 

The Watchtower uses the classical historians including Diodorus and Africanus to provide it the 

foundation for its dates. Africanus also places the birth of Jesus Christ, which was much closer to his 

own time, at 3/2 BCE, a date rejected by the WTS. 

Information on secular sources relied on by the WTS is available at: 

http://www.jwstudies.com/Insight_s_reliance_on_secular_sources.pdf 

Complexities in synchronisms 

Ol. 55, 1 ran from July 1, 560 to June 30, 559 BC (Julian).
2
 The Babylonian year (and the Jewish 

religious year) commenced with Nisan. According to Parker and Dubberstein, Nisan 1, 560 BC fell on 

March  26 (Julian) and Nisan 1, 559 BC fell on April  14 (Julian). Thus caution must be observed 

when converting from one calendar to another, as it is not simply a task of providing the date of a 

year. 

Cyrus killed ñafter he had reigned twenty-nine yearsò 

The Watchtower article says that Cyrus was killed ñafter he reigned twenty-nine yearsò, making 530 

BCE his final year. 

[Eusebius] shows the thirtieth and last year of the reign of Cyrus in 

relation to Ol. 62, 2. ... By the reckoning of Olympiadic dates which 

we have accepted as probably used by Eusebius, Ol. 55,1 equals 560 

B.C., Ol. 62, 2 equals 531 B.C. ... 

For the reign of Cyrus quite precise information is now available from 

the cuneiform sources and in terms of the Babylonian calendar. The 

latest date attested in his reign is the twenty-third day of Abu in his 

ninth year (mentioned on a tablet from Borsippa), which (counting his 

years of reign in Babylon) is equivalent to Aug 12, 530 B.C. The 

earliest date attested in the reign of his successor Cambyses is the 

twelfth day of Ululu in the latterôs accession year, and this is 

equivalent to Aug 31, 530. It is to be concluded that the death of 

Cyrus, fighting on the northeastern frontier, was reported in Babylon 

in August 530 B.C. 

According to the Chronicle, the reign of Cyrus ended in his thirtieth 

and last year and this year was related to Ol. 62, 2, i.e., to 531 B.C. If 

the regnal year of Cyrus was considered to begin in the spring, in line 

                                                      
1
 Finegan, pages 156, 157 

2
 Handbook of Biblical Chronology, Jack Finegan, page 95 (1998 edition). 

http://www.jwstudies.com/Insight_s_reliance_on_secular_sources.pdf
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with Mesopotamian custom, his year 30 could extend from Mar/Apr 

531 to Mar/Apr 530, and it would end a few months ahead of his 

actual death as just established. But if the regnal year was counted as 

beginning on the following Oct 1, then year 30 extended from Oct 1, 

531, to Sept 30, 530 B.C., and included the time when the death of 

Cyrus became known in Babylon in August 530 B.C. By the same 

interpretation, year 1 of Cyrus, related to Ol. 55,1 = 560 B.C., would 

mean more exactly the year from Oct 1, 560, to Sept 30, 559 B.C. 

The biblical references to the first year of Cyrus when he made the 

proclamation which allowed the Jewish exiles to return from Babylon 

to Jerusalem (2 Chron 36:22f.; Ezra 1:1ff.) are presumably stated in 

terms of his reign in Babylon since they deal with an event in that 

city.
 3
 

These details indicate the level of uninspired support relied on by The Watchtower for its very 

foundation. It cannot rightly claim that it lays its foundation from inspired sources. 

Significantly, the Watchtower article also denigrates uninspired classical historians and chronologists, 

even though it is clear that the information it relies on comes from such people, including Africanus, 

Diodorus, and Eusebius. 

ñCuneiform tablets show Cyrus ruled Babylon for nine yearsò 

As the above passage from Finegan shows, the information relied on by the Watchtower for its 

foundation comes from cuneiform tablets. 

Cuneiform tablets show Cyrus ruled Babylon for nine years. (The 

Watchtower, page 28) 

This particular information is provided from a listing by Parker and Dubberstein
4
, where they identify 

the earliest and latest dated cuneiform tablet issued during a kingôs reign. Tens of thousands of tablets 

written during the period have been recovered that list business transactions and administration tasks. 

As shown below, these tablets show that Cyrus ruled Babylon for 9 years, dying in August 530 BCE. 

Parker and Dubbersteinôs listing of the earliest and latest tablets commences with Nabopolasser and 

continues on through the neo-Babylonian rulers and on. The record for Cyrus, which the Watchtower 

accepts along the way, is an integral element of the list. The balance of the listing includes the 

following dates for the latest tablets of these kings: 

Kandalanu: Oct 30, 626 BC 

Nabopolassar: Aug 15, 605 BC 

Nebuchadnezzar: Oct 8, 562 BC 

Amel-Marduk: Aug 7, 560 BC 

Nergal-shar-usur: Apr 16, 556 BC 

Labashi-Marduk: June 17, 556 BC 

Nabunaid: Oct 29, 539 BCE (Cyrus entered Babylon)  

The final page of this Critique provides a part of the listing by Parker and Dubberstein that provides 

the Watchtower with its dates for Cyrus and the length of his reign. That page also shows the dates of 

the latest tablets for these other neo-Babylonian rulers. 

 

                                                      
3
 Finegan, age 178-179 

4
 Babylonian Chronology 626 BC ï AD 75, pages 11-24 
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Parker and Dubberstein, page 14 

The Watchtower relies on an astronomical tablet for confirmation 

As confirmation support for the secular sources used to provide the dates of Cyrusô reign and death, 

The Watchtower article refers to an astronomical tablet from the Persian ruler Cambyses. He 

succeeded Cyrus. The Watchtower article thus recognises that information from an astronomical tablet 

can be used to correctly calculate dates in terms of the Julian calendar. 
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The code ñBM 33066ò shows that this tablet is held at the British Museum.  

  

BM33066 (front) BM33066 (rear) 

The following is the relevant section from BM33066. Detailed information is available at: 

http://www.jwstudies.com/539_BCE_and_an_astronomical_tablet.pdf  

 
Inschriften von Cambyses, König von Babylon,  

by J. N. Strassmaier, Leipzig, 1890, No. 400, lines 45-48 

When the Watchtower article states: ñthese [eclipses] are identified with lunar eclipses at Babylonò it 

is admitting that it relies on the skills and knowledge of the secular sources who provide the Julian 

dates of the eclipses on these astronomical tablets. 

The Watchtower article thus absolutely depends on the ability of scholars to compute dates from a 

lunar eclipse tablet held in the British Museum. The dates computed by these scholars from the other 

astronomical tablets at that Museum confirm a significant range of dates for this neo-Babylonian 

period, dates that the WTS rejects. 

All of the surviving observations (and predictions) of lunar eclipses 

from earliest times (731 BC) to 609 BC - as well as many later 

observations down to 317 BC - are recorded on a series of five British 

Museum tablets. Their reference numbers are: BM 32238 (= LBAT 

1414), BM 45640 + 35115 + 35789 (= LBAT 1415 + 1416 + 1417: 

three joining pieces) and BM 32234 (= LBAT 1419). é 

BM 32238 cites eclipses from 731 to 659 BC (obverse) and from 

389 to 317 BC (reverse). Tablets BM 45640 + 35115 + 35789 

contain data from 703 to 632 BC (obverse) and from 415 to 360 BC 

(reverse), while BM 32234 extends from 609 to 537 BC (obverse) 

and from 519 to 447 BC (reverse). 

http://www.jwstudies.com/539_BCE_and_an_astronomical_tablet.pdf
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Many names of rulers are preserved on these tablets: e.g. Nabu 

mukin-zeri (who reigned from 731 to 726 BC), Bel-ibni (702-699 

BC), Samassum-ukin (667-647 BC), Kandalanu (647-625 BC), 

Nebuchadrezzar II (604-562 BC), Xerxes I (485-465 BC) and Philip 

(323-316 BC). 

From the well-defined chronological sequence on this series of texts, 

virtually all eclipse dates can be confidently restored. 

BM 38462 (= LBAT 1420) reports lunar eclipses for almost every 

year from the beginning of the reign of Nebuchadrezzar II (604/3 

BC) to his 29th year (576/5 BC). The damaged (but still 

recognisable) name of Nebuchadrezzar is given on the first line of 

the tablet.
5
 

Beginning with Nabonassar, Babylonian chronology is securely 

established.
6
 

Cyrusô first year of Babylonian rule 

The Watchtower article demonstrates its total lack of understanding when it writes: ñmaking 539 

B.C.E. his first year of ruling Babylonò, since this is impossible. 

Babylon fell to the Persians shortly after Tishri 1, the start of the civil year. Under the conditions of 

the accession-year system, Cyrus completed the final year of his predecessor Nabonidus and he took 

the throne of Babylon on the first day of the following year. For a person using the religious Nisan 

calendar, Cyrus started his first year on the following Nisan 1, equivalent to March 24, 538 BCE. For 

a person using the Tishri calendar, Cyrusô first year began on the equivalent to September 17, 538 

BCE. 

According to the cuneiform evidence and the Babylonian calendar, 

Babylon fell on Tashritu 16 = Oct 12, 539 B.C., and Cyrus entered 

the city two and one-half weeks later on Arahsamnu 3 = Oct 29. His 

Babylonian regnal years began, therefore, and his first year, in which 

he made the proclamation, was 538/537 B.C.
7
 

 

                                                      
5
 Stephenson, page 149 

6
 Stephenson, page 95 

7
 Finegan, page179 
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ñSEVENTY YEARSò 

It is impossible to overrate the significance to the Watchtower Society (WTS) of its interpretation of 

Jeremiahôs ñSeventy Yearsò. 

The Watchtower Society (WTS) praises its own interpretation of the Bibleôs ñ70 Yearsò as Bible 

Chronology. They contrast their interpretation with the information provided by secular sources, 

naming it derogatively, Secular Chronology. 

The WTSôs interpretation of the 70 years controls its approach to secular sources. While the WTS 

accepts calculations from secular sources to provide 539 BCE as the date of the Fall of Babylon, its 

interpretation of the Seventy Years forces the WTS to denigrate those very same sources when they 

provide information that does not accommodate the WTSôs interpretation of the Seventy Years. 

The WTSôs interpretation of the Seventy Years creates its own chronology for the period, including 

the date of 607 BCE for the destruction of Jerusalem. 

The WTS confuses threat of destruction with Seventy Yearsôs servitude 

Fundamentally, the WTS confuses the threatened destruction of Jerusalem with the 70 years of 

servitude to Babylon by several nations. 

The WTS fails to recognise that the threat of destruction was continually being given by prophets ever 

since Moses when the people were about to enter the Promised Land. Continued obedience would see 

them flourish, but disobedience would see them obliterated. That fate lay in their hands. 

The ñSeventy Yearsò, however, was an unavoidable period of servitude to Babylon experienced by 

several nations. The only matter that could be controlled was the intensity of that servitude. Willing 

recognition would result in that nation serving its servitude from within its own borders. Obstinate 

disobedience would see that nation experience increased intensity of servitude. 

Since the ñseventy yearsò do not refer to Jerusalemôs destruction, the period may not be used as a 

measuring stick in the way that the WTS requires. 

 

Further explanations are available at: 

http://www.jwstudies.com/What_the_Bible_really_says_about_Jerusalem_s_destruction.pdf  

http://www.jwstudies.com/Bible_Chronology_and_the_Seventy_Years.pdf 

 

 

http://www.jwstudies.com/What_the_Bible_really_says_about_Jerusalem_s_destruction.pdf
http://www.jwstudies.com/Bible_Chronology_and_the_Seventy_Years.pdf


 

11 

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT THE SEVENTY YEARS 

WHO THE ñSEVENTY YEARSò WERE AIMED AT 

As the text cited in the following passage from The Watchtower article clearly states, the ñSeventy 

Yearsò decree was directly aimed at all of ñthese nationsò. 

 

The Seventy Years was a period of servitude to Babylon by several nations, including Judah. 

THE THREATENED DESTRUCTION COULD BE AVOIDED 

From the time of Moses through to Jeremiah, Hebrew prophets ï their preachers ï continually 

threatened that God would destroy the nation if they did not willingly obey his directives. Obedience 

would see them survive and flourish.
8
 

At an early stage of his work, Jeremiahôs life was threatened when he warned that Jerusalem would be 

destroyed. He was saved when it was pointed out that he was only repeating the message that had 

been given by the previous prophets.
9
 

Threat for centuries of avoidable destruction 

Moses warned the people that disobedience would cause God to destroy the city, including its temple, 

and he would remove the people from the land he had given. 

If you will not listen to me and carry out all these commands, and if 

you reject my decrees and abhor my laws and fail to carry out all my 

commands and so violate my covenant, then I will do this to you: ...  

I will turn your cities into ruins (j §rB>) and lay waste (v*m @m) your 

sanctuaries. ... I will lay waste (v*m@m) the land, so that your 

enemies who live there will be appalled (v*m@m). I will scatter you 

among the nations and will draw out my sword and pursue you.  

Your land will be laid waste (v+m*m>), and your cities will lie in 

ruins (j §rB>). Then the land will enjoy its sabbath (v^BB*T) [ñnot in 

Hebrewò] years all the time that it lies desolate (v*m@m) and you are 

in the country of your enemies; then the land will rest (v*B~T) and 

enjoy its sabbaths (v^BB*T). All the time that it lies desolate 

                                                      
8
 For example: Joel 1:2, 6-7, 12, 15; 2:1-3; Isa. 28:13-14; 51:17, 19; Zep. 1:4; 2:1-2; 3:7-8; Hab. 1:5-7; Eze. 5:8, 

9, 11, 14 
9
 Jer. 25:2-7; 26:8-18 
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(v*m@m), the land will have the rest (v*B~T) it did not have during 

the sabbaths (v^BB*T) you lived in it. ...  

These are the decrees, the laws and the regulations that the LORD 

established on Mount Sinai between himself and the Israelites through 

Moses.
10

 

If you ever forget the LORD your God and follow other gods and 

worship and bow down to them, I testify against you today that you 

will surely be destroyed. Like the nations the LORD destroyed before 

you, so you will be destroyed for not obeying the LORD your God.
11

 

Whenever a prophet gave this warning, he made it clear that God would not carry out his punishment 

if the people heeded the message. When a nation relented and amended its ways, God would relent 

and the threatened punishment would be avoided. 

If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, 

torn down and destroyed, and if that nation I warned repents of its 

evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned.
12

 

THE 70 YEAR SERVITUDE COULD NOT BE AVOIDED 

When Babylon became the regionôs superpower, Godôs prophet Jeremiah repeated the age-old threat 

of the cityôs destruction. Then he gave the additional command that all the nations would serve 

Babylon for 70 years: 

And these nations will serve the king of Babylon seventy years. (Jer. 

25:11) 

God decided to use Babylon as his servant, and all the nations would serve his servant for 70 years. 

That servitude commenced at the same time for all the nations ï at the moment when God decided to 

use Babylon as his servant implementer. 

At the same time, Jeremiah made it clear that when any nation served Babylon willingly, they would 

remain in their own country. Equating the expression ñSeventy Yearsò with ñhim, his son and his 

grandsonò, Jeremiah said it was a period of ñservingò Babylon which could be served by a nation 

while remaining in its own land, without any need for destruction. 

All nations will SERVE him and his son and his grandson until the 

time for his land comes. é 

If , however, any nation or kingdom will not SERVE Nebuchad-

nezzar king of Babylon or bow its neck under his yoke, I will punish 

that nation with the sword, famine and plague, declares the LORD, 

until I destroy it by [Nebuchadnezzarôs] hand. 

So do not listen to your prophets, your diviners, your interpreters of 

dreams, your mediums or your sorcerers who tell you, ñYou will not 

SERVE the king of Babylon.ò They prophesy lies to you that will 

only serve to remove you far from your lands; I will banish you and 

you will perish. 

BUT if any nation will bow its neck under the yoke of the king of 

Babylon and SERVE him, I will let that nation remain in its own land 

to till it and to live (yǕġab) there, declares the LORD. 

                                                      
10

 Lev. 26:3ï46 
11

 Deut. 8:19-20; See also Deut 28:15-68 
12

 Jer. 18:7-8 
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[Jeremiah] gave the same message to Zedekiah king of Judah. I 

said, ñBow your neck under the yoke of the king of Babylon; 

SERVE him and his people, and you will live. 

Why will you and your people die by the sword, famine and plague 

with which the LORD has threatened any nation that will not SERVE 

the king of Babylon? Do not listen to the words of the prophets 

who say to you, ñYou will not SERVE the king of Babylonò, for 

they are prophesying lies to you.
13

 

Yoke could be intensified, but not evaded 

At Jeremiah 25, Jeremiah is recorded as telling Judah and its neighbours they would be serve Babylon 

for 70 years. At Jeremiah 27 to 29, the prophet is confronted by false prophets promising swift 

release. To Hananiah the false prophet at Jerusalem, Jeremiah showed that the yoke of Babylon was in 

place and its intensity would only increase if the nation refused to serve Babylon. To the exiles at 

Babylon, he told them that 70 years had been decreed, so they must not listen to their false prophets 

who were promising swift release. The servitude was in place and would run its course. 

The following quotation indicates that the 70 years of punishment started when God set 

Nebuchadnezzar against ñthis land (Judah)ò and against ñall the surrounding nationsò. 

 

Jeremiah 25:9, which is cited here, says that this would result in all the nations being destroyed. 

I will bring [Nebuchadnezzar and the nations of the north] against 

this land and its inhabitants and against all the surrounding nations. 

I will completely destroy them and make them an object of horror 

and scorn, and an everlasting ruin. 

It is absolutely mischievous for the following from the Watchtower article to suggest that 

Lamentations says there was to be a 70-year exile following the destruction of Jerusalem. Nor was 

there any need for Jerusalem to be destroyed. These verses indicate that the other nations were to 

suffer the same degree of punishment as Judah was to receive. 

 

                                                      
13

 Jer. 27:1-3, 6-14 
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CONTRAST OF AVOIDABLE DESTRUCTION WITH UNAVOIDABLE SERVITUDE 

The contrast between the threatened destruction of Jerusalem and the unavoidable 70 years of 

servitude to Babylon is demonstrated at the time when Jeremiah confronted Zedekiah while Babylon 

was attacking Jerusalem. 

Jeremiah pleaded with Zedekiah, telling him that if he willingly went forward in surrender, Zedekiah 

would be showing his preparedness to serve Babylon, and this would prevent the Lordôs threatened 

destruction of Jerusalem. Jeremiah did not want to see the city destroyed, which could still be 

avoided. 

Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, ñThis is what the LORD God Almighty, 

the God of Israel, says: óIf you surrender to the officers of the king 

of Babylon, é this city will not be burned down. é  

But if you will not surrender to the officers of the king of Babylon, 

this city will be handed over to the Babylonians and they will burn it 

down.ôò é 

But if you refuse to surrender, this is what the LORD has revealed to 

me: é this city will be burned down.ò 
14

 

Serve the king of Babylon, and you will live. Why should this city 

become a ruin (j §rB>)?
15

 

Thus the 70 years would run its course. That could not be avoided. The intensity could be controlled 

and it could be served while the nation remained on its own land. 

The centuries-long threatened destruction of Jerusalem and Judah, however, could have been avoided. 

But Zedekiah did not listen to Godôs messenger. 

THE START OF THE ñSEVENTY YEARSò 

The Bible does not state ñthis is when the Seventy Yearsò started, showing that those people were not 

concerned with identifying a specific moment or incident. Locating a precise starting point is a matter 

of concern only to the Watchtower Society (WTS). It did not matter to the ancient Bible writers; it 

does not concern modern scholars. Locating the undeniable starting point is therefore for the WTS to 

prove beyond any doubt. It is a pure red herring for it to ask others to identify their starting point. 

Others do not care, it is not an issue. 

Jeremiah told the several nations that it would be a 70-year period of serving Godôs servant, Babylon. 

It could be assumed the period began either when God decided to anoint Babylon, when God actually 

anointed Babylon as his servant, when the named nations came under Babylonian domination, or 

when Babylon became the regionôs unquestioned super power. 

The WTS presumes the expression ñSeventy Yearsò is to be taken literally, with calendrical precision, 

whereas true Biblical scholarship seeks to determine what the expression meant to the people at the 

time they wrote it. Did their culture address the expression as idiomatic, representing an idea or a 

principle, rather than with mathematical precision? This the WTS has to prove, since it is their 

problem, and no one elseôs. 
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Although the above citation from the Watchtower is headed, ñWhen did óthe Seventy Yearsô start?ò it 

actually opens with the statement by the Chronicler that the 70 years of servitude ended when Persia 

replaced Babylon. The passage says the nations were to be servants to Nebuchadnezzar and his 

descendants until ñthe kingdom of Persia came to powerò. The very moment that happened, the 

people were no longer serving Babylon. 

That passage also says that the land rested until the seventy years came to its end; it does not say that 

the land rested during the full seventy years. All that Leviticus required was for the people living on 

the land to live from what sprang spontaneously, ñno sowing ... no pruningò - but they did not leave 

the land. 

Long before Jerusalem was destroyed, while people were still living on the land, they already 

considered the land to be without ñmen and animalsò ï because the Babylonians were in control.
16

 

Further information is available at pages 66 - 70 of: 

http://www.jwstudies.com/They_would_not_listen_Version_1.pdf 

THE END OF THE ñSEVENTY YEARSò 

The Scriptures consistently repeat that the Seventy Years ended at the very moment Babylonôs power 

ended. That happened on the night the Persians and Medes took the city (October 539 BCE, Julian). 

That is not surprising; the nations were commanded to serve Babylon for 70 years and that servitude 

ended at the moment Babylon ceased being the regionôs super power. The Seventy Years could not 

end one day earlier or one day later than the night when the Babylonian king was slain and his 

kingdom taken. 

The Bible consistently says that the Seventy Years was a period when of servitude to Babylon and it 

ended the moment Babylonôs kingdom ended.  

All nations will serve him and his son and his grandson until the time 

for his land comes; then many nations and great kings will 

subjugate him.
17

 

ñThis is what these words mean: Mene: God has numbered the 

days of your reign and brought it to an end. Peres : Your 
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kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians.ò That 

very night Belshazzar, king of the Babylonians, was slain, and 

Darius the Mede took over the kingdom, at the age of sixty-two.
18

 

[Nebuchadnezzar] carried into exile to Babylon the remnant, who 

escaped from the sword, and they became servants
 
 to him and his 

sons until the kingdom of Persia came to power.
19

 

 

 

Cyrus was able to make his proclamation because the 70 years of servitude to Babylon had ended. He 

could not have released all the nationsô captives while the kingdom of Babylon was still subjugating 

the region. 
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ñFOR BABYLONò 

 

The passage that the Watchtower is concerned about reads, according to the NIV: 

The God of Israel says: ñDo not let the prophets and diviners among 

you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them to 

have. They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent 

them,ò declares the LORD. This is what the LORD says: ñWhen 

seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you and 

fulfill my gracious promise to bring you back to this place.ò
20

 

At chapter 28, Jeremiah confronted the false prophet Hananiah, who had predicted the yoke of 

servitude to Babylon would cease within two years with the return of the recently deported king 

Jehioachin and all the exiles: 

ñfor I will break the yoke of the king of Babylon.ò
21

 

Jeremiah had previously introduced the yoke of 70 years servitude to Babylon, and Hananiah 

acknowledged it was in place. At chapter 29, Jeremiah turns his attention to the false prophets at 

Babylon, who were saying the same as Hananiah was. To counter the false prophets at Babylon, 

Jeremiah told them they would be waiting a long time as the decreed 70 years had not been 

completed. This shows that the 70 year yoke of servitude was already in place, otherwise the prophets 

at Jerusalem and at Babylon could not make a promise of a swift release. 

The idea of 70 years ñatò Babylon is meaningless, for many Jews chose to remain there after the 

kingdom of Babylon was replaced by Persia. Jewish descendants were still returning to Yehud 200 

years after the Babylonian empire had ceased. 

All that Jeremiahôs command regarding the Seventy Years required was that the nations, including 

Judah, serve Babylon. When the kingdom of Babylon ceased in 539 BCE, the nations ceased serving 

Nebuchadnezzar, his son and his grandson. 

When the Jews at Babylon received the letter from Jeremiah, they understood his statement, since 

they said it meant they would be there for a ñlong timeò. 

He has sent this message to us in Babylon: It will be a long time. 

Therefore build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat what 

they produce.
22

 

It is thus correct to say that the period was ñforò Babylon, and therefore, as is shown in the following, 

the WTSôs New World Translation in Swedish and in Danish renders the expression as ñforò Babylon. 
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The Danish (left) and Swedish (right) New World Translation render Jer. 29:10 as ñforò Babylon 
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WHEN DID THE JEWS ENTER EGYPT? 

The Watchtower wishes to commence the ñSeventy Yearsò at the moment that the party of Jews 

entered Egypt. For some strange reason it journeys to that date via a date for Jerusalemôs destruction. 

An easier path for the Watchtower would have been to argue that the ñSeventy Yearsò began when 

Jews entered Egypt, which it would date as 607 BCE, and then state that Jerusalem fell earlier, 

perhaps in 611 BCE. 

 

The events listed as taking place from the time of Jerusalemôs destruction until the Jewsô entry into 

Egypt require far more than two months. For example, it would have taken longer than two months 

for the information about Gedaliah to reach Jews in the neighbouring countries of Moab, Ammon, and 

Edom, pack their families, return to the villages and towns, and then travel to Gedaliah.
23

 

The above citation from page 27 of the October 1 2011 Watchtower article refers to 2 Kings 25:25, 26 

this way: 

Within two months, ñall the people [who had been left behind in the 

land] from the least to the greatest, together with the army officers, 

fled to Egypt for fear of the Babylonians.ò (2 Kings 25:25, 26, NIV) 

However, the verses at 2 Kings 25:25-26 actually state (New World Translation): 

ñAnd it came about in the seventh month that Ishmael the son of 

Nethaniah the son of Elishama of the royal offsping came, and also 

ten men with him, and they got to strike down Gedaliah, so that he 

died, and also the Jews and the Chaldeans that happened to be with 

him in Mizpah. After that all the people, from small to great, and the 

chiefs of the military forces rose up and came into Egypt; for they had 

become afraid because of the Chaldeans.ò 

The imposition by the Watchtower of ñwithin two monthsò, ñwho had been left behind in the landò, 

and ñof that yearò result from prejudice. 

The Bible does not specify how long Gedaliah worked as the Governor before he was murdered. 

Many scholars, including Jewish scholars, believe Gedaliah ruled for 4 years. 

The Bible states the people who went with Johanan were the survivors from Mizpah.
24

 

The expression ñseventh monthò provides no solid evidence, since it does not specify the year. This 

means The Watchtower is unable to get the solid answer it needs. 
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