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This Critique of the article appearing ifhe Watchtoweof November 1, 201is in two parts:
e Part A discusses points raised by the artiéleailable at

http://www.jwstudies.com/Critique Part A of Jerusalem Destroyed Zopdf

e Part B (this document) provides supporting evidenaas additional material

Each major subject canvassed in this Critigue commences with a new page. This allows the reader to
quickly identify the subject matter, and if need be, provide those paged/atchtower apologist.

The October 1, 2011 and November 1, 2011 issudhefWatchtowemagazine presented two parts
of t he Whentwas Arcient Jerfisalem Destroyéd?

My Cr i t Raq@ne: Winy It Matters?; What the Evidence Siows s blaat.ai | a

http://www.jwstudies.com/Critigue_of When_Was_Ancient_Jerusalem_Destroyed.pdf

| am enormouly gratefulto two very special peoplavithout whom this Critique could never
have been written, let alone in the short time that was availébé&yare AnnOdMaly and
Marjorie Alley. | simply cannot thank them enough.

| also wish to acknowledge my debt to Carl Olof Jonsson and my enornspectréor his
knowledge and his many years of genuine friendship. Carl, | thank you.

This Critique is of course my responsibilitsp please addresmy concernso me.
© Doug Mason, Melbourne. Octob2011

doug masonl1940@yahoo.com.au

http://www.jwstudies.com
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This Critiqueis provided in two Parts:
e Part Aand

e Part B (this document).
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THE STORY OF GEDALIAH?

(A chapter from our ancient past)

1.

N o] EBUCHADNEZZAR, king of Babylon had ac-
complished his purpose. He had completely
subdued the Kingdom of Judah, destroyed its
} capital Jerusalem, and its most sacred shrine, the

Beth Hamikdosh. He had slain or captured most
of the royal family and the nobility of the land. The
upper classes of the Jewish people, including the leaders
of the priesthood and the chief civil and military. officers,
were led captives en masse to Babylon. Many of them
were mercilessly put to death at Riblah. Judah was
crushed and bereaved of its best sons.

However, Nebuchadnezzar did not wish to turn
the land of Judah into a complete desert. He permitted
the poorer classes to remain in Judah to till the soil and
to tend their vineyards. Over them Nebuchadnezzar had
appointed Gedaliah, the son of Ahikam, as governor.

The prophet Jeremiah had been allowed to choose
between remaining in Judah and going to Babylon as an
honored guest of the Babylonian royal house. He chose
to remain with his brethren on the holy soil. Jeremiah
went to Mizpah, a short way north of Jerusalem, where
Gedaliah had established the seat of his governorship, and
offered him his fullest support. Gedaliah gratefully ac-
cepted, and Mizpah now became also the spiritual center
of the people.

Gedaliah was a wise man, gentle and modest. He
zealously began to encourage the people to cultivate the
fields and vineyards, and thus lay the foundation of secur-
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ity. Under the wise administration of Gedaliah, the Jew-
ish community began to prosper. Its fame began to
spread abroad. Many Jews who had fled to places of
safety in neighboring lands during the war of destruction,
were attracted by the news of the revival of the Jewish
community in Judah. They came to Gedaliah in Mizpah
and were warmly welcomed by him. The Jewish Gover-
nor exhorted his brethren to remain loyal to the king of
Babylon and promised them peace and security. His ad-
vice was well taken. The Babylonian garrison stationed
in the land did not molest them; on the contrary, offered
them protection against unfriendly neighbors. The young
Jewish commonwealth was well on its way to recovery
when it was suddenly struck by a cowardly deed of
treachery and bloodshed.

2.

Among the refugees who had joined Gedaliah in
Mizpah was Ishmael, the son of Nathaniah, a descendant
of the royal house of Zedekiah, the last king of Judah.
Ishmael was an ambitious man who would stop at nothing
to attain his goal. The honor and success which Gedaliah
had won filled him with cruel jealousy. Ishmael began
to plot against Gedaliah. He found an ally in the king
of Ammon, who had been following with apprehension
the growth of the new Jewish colony.

The conspiracy became known to Johanan, the son
of Koreah, a devoted officer of Gedaliah. Johanan warned
the governor of the danger threatening his person.
Gedaliah, however, being of a true and generous nature,
shrank from believing such treachery. When Johanan
offered to slay Ishmael secretly before the latter could
carry out his evil plans, Gedaliah indignantly rejected
the proposal.

In the meantime, Ishmael bided his time. Before
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long the opportunity he was waiting for presented itself.
He was invited by the governor to a feast at Mizpah on
New Year’s day. Ishmael arrived at the banquet in the
company of ten followers. During the feast, the ruthless
band attacked and slew the governor. Having assassinated
their host, they commenced a terrible massacre. Ishmael
murdered many prominent followers of Gedaliah, and
put to the sword the small Chaldean garrison stationed
at Mizpah. His murderous deed accomplished, Ishmael
left Mizpah with many captives, heading for Ammon.

Johanan and a few of his brave men had escaped the
massacre, for they were not in Mizpah at that time. When
Johanan learned of the terrible tragedy, he rallied addi-
tional help and pursued the assassin. Overtaking Ishmael
near Gibzon in Benjamin, Johanan succeeded in freeing
the captives, but Ishmael with a few followers managed
to escape to the land of Ammon.

3.

The plight of the Jews was now sad indeed. The
assassination of Gedaliah and of the Babylonian garrison
would draw the wrath of Nebuchadnezzar upon the
remnants of the people in Judah. They were sorely afraid
of his punishment. Yet whither could they turn? The
only haven of refuge seemed to be Egypt, where the hand
of Nebuchadnezzar had not reached yet. But that coun-
try was hateful to them. Although some nine hundred
years had passed since their ancestors had been liberated
from Egypt after centuries of slavery, Egypt was still
regarded with aversion. Their despair and fright was so
great, however, that the poor people did decide to seek
escape in Egypt, and set out on their way southward.

The hard-pressed Jews halted in Beth-Lehem and
turned to Jeremiah for advice, The faithful prophet who







