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Colossian’s style and vocabulary is different from Paul’s 

The style and vocabulary of Colossians appear markedly different from the undisputed Pauline Letters 

[Footnote: The undisputed letters of Paul (i.e., the letters most interpreters agree were written by Paul 

include Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, 1 Thessalonians, and Philemon)]. 

Colossians has many terms that appeal nowhere else in Paul or, for that matter, in the rest of the New 

Testament. Furthermore, the pleonastic
1
 style of Colossians distinguishes it from the undisputed 

Letters.2 

Colossian’s theology is different from Paul’s 

Beyond these more formal differences, Colossians` theology differs from the undisputed letters in its 

themes and emphases. … Colossians does not, for example, dwell on the theme of justification by 

faith.3 

Colossians’ near absence of reference to the Holy Spirit contrasts with Paul’s 
references 

In comparison with the undisputed Pauline Letters, the near absence of references to the Holy Spirit in 

Colossians stands out. The only direct mention of the Spirit appears in 1:8, where the writer notes that 

the readers’ love comes from the Spirit. … Compared to the attention Paul gives the Spirit in 1 and 2 

Corinthians, Galatians, and Romans, Colossians represents a significant departure. … 

Colossians represents a considerable modification to the emphasis Paul gives the role of the Spirit in 

believers’ lives.4 

Colossians uses the image of the body of Christ differently than Paul 

Colossians also uses the image of the body of Christ in a way the undisputed letters do not. In the 

undisputed letters, Paul only uses this metaphor to describe local churches, but Colossians refers to 

the worldwide church as the body of Christ, with the cosmic Christ as its head (1: 18). Paul certainly 

maintains that the church is one throughout the world and in its many manifestations, but he does not 

use "body" to express that ides in the undisputed letters.5 

The cumulative effect of the shifts suggest an associate penned this letter shortly 
after Paul’s death 

While no single assertion, theological affirmation, or perspective in Colossians is impossible for Paul, 

the cumulative effect of the shifts in meaning and emphasis in so many areas suggests that an 

associate penned this letter soon after Paul’s death, The interpretation of Paul’s sufferings in 

Colossians tips the balance slightly in favor of this conclusion. … 

Colossians represents a first step in establishing and maintaining Paul’s authority after his death.6 

                                                      
1
 pleonastic: (1) The use of more words than are necessary to express an idea; redundancy. (2) An instance of 

this, as free gift or true fact. (3) A redundant word or expression. (http://www.dictionary.com/browse/pleonastic 
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Recognising that the letter was written after Paul’s death aids us in understanding it 

Indeed, recognizing that a letter is pseudonymous clarifies the context that gave rise to it and thus aids 

us in understanding it.7 

An alternate view accepts that Colossians is from Paul’s hand, or is at least 
substantially Pauline 

The authenticity of Colossians has sometimes been questioned. Today, however, there is broad 

agreement that it is, as it purports to be (1:1; 4:18), from the hand of Paul – or that it is at least 

substantially Pauline. … A strong argument for Pauline authorship is the relation of Colossians to 

Philemon. Both of these books, sent to the same town … contain the names of Paul, Onesimus, 

Archippus, Epaphras, Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and Luke. The consensus of scholarly opinion is the 

Philemon is incontestably Pauline and it is the feeling of many NT scholars that this carries over to 

Colossians.8 

Soteriology 

Colossians gives extraordinary attention to the forgiveness of sins 

Colossians gives extraordinary attention to forgiveness of sins. The undisputed Pauline Letters do not 

make forgiveness a major theme in their discussions of salvation. Usually Paul does not even speak of 

sin in the plural. Rather than viewing sin as individual evil acts, Paul commonly sees it as a power that 

captures and imprisons (e.g., Rom 7:7-25). But Colossians resolutely makes forgiveness of sins a 

central element of its soteriology.9 

Now believers have been given life 

Assurances of forgiveness frame the christological confession of 1:15-20. The topic of forgiveness 

appears again in Colossians’ explication of believers’ secure relationship with God in 2:9-15. The 

writer makes forgiveness of their trespasses a corollary of being raised with Christ (v. 13). Their 

trespasses had brought them death, but now believers have been given life through receiving 

forgiveness in Christ.10 

Christ’s defeat of the powers has erased the record of the believers’ sin 

In the crucifixion—which here must include the resurrection—the record of believers’ sin and the 

decree of their guilt are erased through Christ’s defeat of the powers. … Colossians commonly 

interprets salvation as release from hostile spiritual powers. 11 

Colossians has a participationist soteriology 

Colossians identifies being “in Christ” as the sphere of salvation (see esp. 2:9-15; also 3:3). Therefore, 

Colossians has a participationist soteriology. Believers are God’s people because they have been 

incorporated into Christ and thus have been identified with him. … 

They have died to their old lives and been raised to new life in Christ and therefore participate in the 

new eschatological reality that God offers through Christ.12 

------ 

Colossians maintains that salvation entails adopting a manner of life consistent with the character of 

God. Participation in Christ requires believers to conform their lives to Christ, who is the image of 

God (1:15: 3:9-10).13 
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Colossians proclaims freedom and protection 

Colossians proclaims that Christ has freed believers from the power of these beings, declaring that 

Christ has defeated them and so reclaimed believers for God (2:14-15, 20). Christ has not only 

rescued believers but also transferred them into his own realm. Therefore, they no longer serve those 

hostile powers but are citizens of a different kingdom (1:12-14), in which they are heirs with Christ, 

properly qualified to receive all God’s blessings. Believers are also freed from their fear of these 

beings because Christ, who has defeated the powers, protects them.14 

In baptism, believers share the exalted Christ’s relationship with God 

It is this cosmic Christ who effects salvation and constitutes the eschatological realm in which 

believers reside; their lives are hidden with him (3:3) because he is not just the ruler of the cosmos but 

also the head of the church (1:18). Believers identify with this most powerful of beings in baptism, 

where they become members of his body and are raised to share this exalted Christ’s relationship with 

God. Believers also gain all knowledge of God in Christ because that knowledge resides fully in him 

(2:3).15 

Believers already possess the eschatological blessings 

Colossians emphasizes believers’ present possession of eschatological blessings. The author asserts 

that they have already been raised with Christ (2:12-13: 3:1) and have already been made full (2:10). 

While Paul often speaks of receiving new life in Christ (e.g., Rom 6:1-4), he does not explicitly use 

resurrection language to speak of the present existence of believers in the undisputed letters.16 

Believers confidently possess forgiveness and salvation 

Through various means, then, this letter maintains that believers need nothing beyond their 

participation in Christ to confidently possess forgiveness and salvation—indeed, the fullness of God’s 

eschatological blessings.17 

Colossians mirrors a shift in emphasis about the second coming 

Colossians does not manifest the urgency about the timing of the Parousia that l Thessalonians, for 

example, has. In this, Colossians mirrors a shift in emphasis about the second coming.18 

Christology 

The interplay between Colossians’ Christology and soteriology 

Christology stands at the heart of this epistle, but always in the service of soteriological claims.19 

------ 

Christology provides the primary support for Colossians’ assertions about the security of believers’ 

salvation. The center of the letter’s theological thought is found in the interplay between Christology 

and soteriology, that is, between who Christ is and what that means for believers’ relationship with 

God.20 

The soteriology of Colossians emphasises Christ’s exalted position 

Soteriology is the central topic of Colossians. The writer’s Christology emphasizes the exalted 

position of Christ to assure readers that their identification with Christ provides them with forgiveness 

and the proper relationship with God.21 
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Colossians envisions Christ as a heavenly being 

Colossians grounds its response to the teaching it opposes in a cosmic Christology. Colossians 

envisions Christ as a heavenly being who has always been God’s mediating agent in relation to the 

cosmos. God worked through Christ to create the cosmos, as well as to reconcile the church (1:15-

20).22 

Colossians emphasizes Christ’s exalted place with God 

Colossians emphasizes Christ’s exalted place with God: Christ reigns over the cosmos and all that is 

in it (2:10-11). Christ attains this position, in part, by defeating the powers that oppose God’s will 

(1:18-20; 2:15). Thus, God exalts him to the highest place in heaven (3:1). In all of this, Christ works 

as God’s agent. Furthermore, the fullness of God’s nature dwells in Christ (1:19; 2:9).23 

Christ lived before anything came into being 

Colossians goes beyond affirmations of the presence of God in Christ’s salvation-bestowing acts; it 

also identifies Christ as God’s agent in creation. … The preformed liturgical piece in 1:15-20 asserts 

that Christ is the one through whom all things were created and by whom the cosmos is sustained. 

This description of Christ’s work, which predates the writing of Colossians, makes him the highest 

being in the cosmos not only because he lived before anything came into being but also because all 

came into existence through him and continues to exist through his power.24 

Passages from Colossians referred to in this Chapter 

Colossians 1:1-2 (NRSV) 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, to the 

saints and faithful brothers and sisters in Christ in Colossae: 

Colossians 1:12-14 (NRSV) 

Giving thanks to the Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the 

saints in the light. He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us 

into the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 

of sins. 

Colossians 1:15-20 (NRSV) 

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for in him all things 

in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or powers — all things have been created through him and for 

him. He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is the 

head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that 

he might come to have first place in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was 

pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 

whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

Colossians 2:2-3 (NRSV) 

So that they may have all the riches of assured understanding and have the knowledge 

of God's mystery, that is, Christ himself, in whom are hidden all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge. 

Colossians 2:9-15 (NRSV) 

For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness in 

him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. In him also you were circumcised 

with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh in the circumcision 

of Christ; when you were buried with him in baptism, you were also raised with him 

through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the dead. And when you were 
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dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive together 

with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, erasing the record that stood against 

us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to the cross. He disarmed the 

rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, triumphing over them in it. 

Colossians 2:20 (NRSV) 

With Christ you died to the elemental spirits of the universe. 

Colossians 3:1 (NRSV) 

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God. 

Colossians 3:2-3 (NRSV) 

Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have 

died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 

Colossians 3:9-10 (NRSV) 

Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped off the old self with its 

practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, which is being renewed in 

knowledge according to the image of its creator. 

Colossians 4:18 (NRSV) 

I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with 

you. 


