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I composedthis file in responseto aWŜƘƻǾŀƘΩǎ²ƛǘƴŜǎǎΩǎcommentthat peoplehad
άƭƻƻƪŜŘforward to 1914έ.

It wasmy intention to useoriginalmaterialto show:

ωRusselltaught that /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎparousia(presence)hadtakenplacein 1874.

ωHetaught there would be a 40-yearharvestendingin 1914. Duringthat harvest
period, there would be unbelievabletrouble in the world and that the church
wouldbeglorified.

ωHe taught that Gentiledomination of Jerusalemwould ceasein 1914, and that
DƻŘΩǎkingdomwould be usheredin at that time under the auspicesof the Jews,
andit would bringpeaceto the world.

I wanted to use original material to show that such ideas had previouslybeen
promotedby manyothers,with vigour. Russellwasjust oneof a hordeof prophetic
interpreters, with eachgiving their own definite date for /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎcomingand for
the return of the Jewsto DƻŘΩǎfavour.

I hopedthis mighthelp them gaina better perspectiveon their own actions,in that
what they were doing wasnothing new and would form just another part of the
longhistoryof failedexpectations.

I wanted to demonstratethat othersafter Russellcontinuedto promote the same
messages,includingRutherfordthroughoutthe 1920s.

Thematerial is indicativeonly, asso muchmore could havebeenpresented,such
as the views of the innumerablesplinter groups that formed following wǳǎǎŜƭƭΩǎ
death in 1916. However,I constrainedmyself to material relevant to my Witness
ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎinitiating comment.

The material is referencedchronologically,accordingto the date of the ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ
views.

If there is relevantmaterialthat couldbe included,pleaselet meknow.

Doug
January2010
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