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| composedthis file in responseto aWS K 2 @ A K § Bointhéhtthat peoplehad
Gt 2 Fopwardto 1914

It wasmy intention to useoriginalmaterialto show.
wRusseltaughtthat / K NJpardusibépresencehadtakenplacein 1874

wHe taught there would be a 40-year harvestendingin 1914 Duringthat harvest
period, there would be unbelievabletrouble in the world and that the church
would be glorified.

wHevtaught that Gentiledomination of Jerusalemwould ceasein 1914 and that
D 2 Rkipgdomwould be usheredin at that time under the auspicesof the Jews,
andit would bring peaceto the world.

| wanted to use original material to show that suchideas had previouslybeen
promoted by manyothers,with vigour Russellvasjust one of a horde of prophetic
interpreters, with each giving their own definite date for / K NJcamingand for
the return of the Jewsto D 2 RaYdur

| hopedthis might helpthem gaina better perspectiveon their own actions,in that
what they were doing was nothing new and would form just another part of the
long history of failed expectations

| wanted to demonstratethat others after Russelcontinuedto promote the same
messagesncludingRutherfordthroughoutthe 192Gs.

Thematerial is indicativeonly, as so much more could have beenpresented,such

as the views of the innumerablesplinter groupsthat formed following w dz& & S €
deathin 1916 However,| constrainedmyselfto material relevantto my Witness

F NR Sifid@ig&omment

The material is referencedchronologicallyaccordingto the date of the LIS N& 2 v
views

If there isrelevantmaterialthat couldbe included,pleaselet me know.

Doug
Januan2010
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Revelation 13 and the papal Antichrist 51

strays from the well-beaten exegetical path of his predecessors; both
these elements may be seen in the extract from the Essay which is given
as an appendix to this chapter, and which might be usefully read at this
point.

An outline of Whiston’s overall scheme can be seen in the diagram
reproduced as figure 3. He divides the history of the world into three
epochs: the period of ‘emptiness’ (he appears to have 31 in error for
what presumably should be 371R),'° the period of law and the period of
the Messiah. Each of these periods is ‘2000 [years}’ long. There follows
the Sabbath-millennium of Revelation 20. Whiston constructs his inter-
pretation around this basic framework, seeking to integrate the various
sequences of seals, trumpets, vials and woes into it (understood of course
along standard historicist lines, including the all important year-day
principle).

Whiston is not working here without an interpretative context. The
view that the world would end after 6,000 years has a long history in
Christian thought. As Wainwright notes," it 1s found clearly already in
the Epistle of Barnabas (late first or early second century Ap), where, after
reminding his readers of the commandment to keep the Sabbath holy,
the writer continues:

Consider, my children, what that signifies, he finished them in six days. The
meaning of it is this; that in six thousand years the Lord God will bring all things
to an end. For with him one day is a thousand years; as himself testifieth, saying,
Behold this day shall be as a thousand years. Therefore, children, in six days,
that is, in six thousand years shall all things be accomplished.'

Thus for Whiston as for Barnabas the final end will come after 6,000
years, which for Whiston, since he dates creation at 4000 BC, is in the
year AD 2000. However, for Whiston the year 1716 is also particularly
significant, for it i1s in this year, he argues, that the millennial dawn will
begin to break and the pre-millennial period of preparation will begin.
This year will mark the beginning of the end of Antichrist, and here he
draws extensively on Revelation 13.

The view that the year 1716 held particular prophetic significance was
peculiar to Whiston, and the means by which he arrived at it somewhat
unusual; these are examined in greater detail below. On Revelation 13
in general, however, Whiston is fairly typical of the general trend of his

'* The word fohu, that is, ‘emptiness’, should be spelt with an initial (reading right to left) P (taw)
rather that a © (teth).

't Wainwright, Mysterious Apocalypse, p. 251 n. 1 2 Epistle of Barmabas 15.3-5.




Charles Wesley 133

things shall be fully accomplished, so as it may be calculated without hazard,
and without erring above a year or so. (§11).

It 1s unfortunate that Charles does not say a little more about the
methods he employed to arrive at his apocalyptic timetable, for there is
much in the letter that is left unclear. However, he himself warns in §12
that ‘I can only now just give you a glimpse of the first step of the
calculation, without giving you the proofs.” Nevertheless, the thinking
which lies behind some of what is said in the letter is relatively easy to
track down.

The clearest prophetic date in the letter is the year 1794, the date
given for ‘the accomplishment of all these things’ (§13 cf. §4). Charles
arrives at this date in a highly unusual way. The basis of the prediction is
Dan. 12.6—7, a verse near the very end of Daniel, where we read of two
men standing on either side of a river. One man says to the other ‘how
long shall it be to the end of these wonders?’, to which the other replies
‘it shall be for a time, times and half a time’. For Charles this statement is
crucial. Daniel’s vision of the entire course of world history is almost
completed, and the question ‘how long shall it be to the end of these
wonders?’ is, for Charles, a question about the end of the present world
order.

If Charles is to figure out when the prophecy of the time, times and
half a time ends, and thus know the date for ‘the accomplishment of all
these things’, he must have two pieces of information: he must know
when the period begins and how long it is to last. It is the first of these
problems that prevented his full understanding of the prophecies before
21 March 1754 (§12), but he now understands that the period begins in
538 BC. He states:

I'am able to shew that the scriptures do expressly point out the first year thereof
to have been the year 538 before the first of the Christian Aera, being the first
year of Darius the Mede, who was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans.

§13)

This date is probably taken from Dan. 11.1—2, which introduces the
vision of which Dan. 12.7 is a part. Alternatively, since Charles links the
vision of the seventy weeks in Daniel g with the ‘time, times and half
a time’ of Daniel 12, he may have taken the reference to the ‘first year
of Darius the Mede’ from Dan. g.1. In either case the conclusion is the
same: the period begins in 538 Bc. The start of the period, then, is
known to Charles, but what is the meaning of the ‘time, times and half a
time’?







