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Åallegorical

Broadly, in first -century CE Judaism, there were four 
schools of exegesis:

As they sat on the Mount of Olives, Jesusõ disciples 
asked him about the fate of their beautiful temple.

The following study is a literal exegesis that 
presents Jesusõ answer in the way that the disciples 
would have understood it at the time.

Literal Exegesis



What Magnificent Buildings

As (Jesus) was leaving 
the temple, one of his 
disciples said to him, 
ñLook, Teacher! What 
massive stones! What 
magnificent 
buildings!ò (Luke 
21:5)

Some of his disciples 
were remarking about 
how the temple was 
adorned with beautiful 
stones and with gifts 
dedicated to God. 
(Mark 13:1;also see 
Matthew 24:1)

2



No stone on another

But Jesus said, ñAs for what you see here, the time will come when not 

one stone will be left on another; every one of them will be thrown 

down.ò (Luke 21:5-6. Also Matthew  24:2 and Mark 13:2)
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Destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans in 70 AD (David Roberts, 1796-1849)



As Jesus was sitting on the 

Mount of Olives opposite the 

temple, Peter, James, John 

and Andrew asked him 

privately, ñTell us, when will 

these things happen? And 

what will be the sign that 

they are all about to be 

fulfilled?ò (Mark 13:3-4)

ñTeacher,ò they asked, 

ñwhen will these 

things happen? And 

what will be the sign 

that they are about to 

take place?ò (Luke 

21:7)

When will the Temple be destroyed?
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When will you arrive as king?

The disciples associated the 
destruction of the Temple with the 
end of the Jewish Age, at which 
time Jesus would be recognized by 
everyone as the promised Messiah.

The disciples had no idea that Jesus 
was going to leave, so òParousiaóis 
speaking about Jesus revealing 
himself as being the King that the 
Jews had long been looking for.
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As Jesus was sitting on 

the Mount of Olives, the 

disciples came to him 

privately. ñTell us,ò they 

said, ñwhen will this 

happen, and what will 

be the sign of your 

coming(ñparousiaò, 

) and of the 

end of the age?ò 

(Matthew 24:3)



A dignitaryôs ceremonial arrival
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The word òparousiaó described the grand arrival of 
a dignitary, such as a Governor or a King, to a town.

His parousia was associated with great pomp and 
ceremony, and it required much preparation by the 
people, such as building new roads and minting a 
special coin.

The disciples believed that when the great temple 
was destroyed, which would bring the end of the 
Age, Jesus would make his own grand arrival with 
great pomp and ceremony as the promised King -
his parousia.




